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CHAPTER ONE 
BEFORE THE BATTLE 

Gandhi’s existence from, the begmnmg of the present 
century was subjected to a more rigorous pubhc attention 
than any other known to us Everything he said and did 
was recorded and made pubhc immediately His pulse-beat 
and his bowel movements were precisely noted He could 
not condone a sm wthout assuming its guilt Once when 
he permitted a doctor to chloroform a hopelessly sick calf, 
tlic whole of India was in turmoil When he was unable to 
sleep, imlhons did not sleep, when he fasted, milhons fasted, 
lus slow, gentle words were cut mto wax and dissemmated 
by radio to half a contment several tunes a day He had 
the unparalleled misfortune to become a pubhc saint m the 
twentieth century, canomxed ahve m the glare of flashh^ts 
and the relentless gaze of cameras Only the most resolute 
attention to his immediate tasks, toilsome and endless, enabled 
him to Ignore the world’s fantasies and keep on gomg He 
had to cultivate, deliberately and with immense difficulty, 
a patience that was not onginally in his nature, so as to 
endure tlic environment of lus greatness “The woes of 
Mahatmas,” he said wryly, “are known to Mahatmas alone ” 

Yet the myth arose and was a true myth, changing the 
behaviour of whole populations, altermg the course of history 
and the fate of empire There is no other case known to 
us in which every fact is known and yet their sum amounts 
to an unknown We cannot satisfactonly explain the 
phenomenon of Gandhi The efforts made by Pravada and 
by the Philosophical Review m Moscow during the year that 
followed his death were the most absurd manifestations of 
cpigonic Marxomama that even those penodicals have exhi- 
bited There is far more truth in a phrase Lord Halifax 
once used in talking of Gandhi to me “He was a good 
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little man ” The gentle and kmdly Viceroy knew the temper 
of his antagonist they understood each other 

Goodness rmght be, of course, the key My own guess 
IS that the Mahatma thought it was The only claim he 
ever made for himself v/as to have lived the greater part of 
his life (almost fifty years) m the most hteral and exact 
effort to obey the teachmgs of the Bhagavad-Gita, to which 
he assimilated the Sermon on the Mount This was essen- 
tially an ethical preoccupation, not metaphysical, he was 
not a philosopher He wanted to be good, to hve the good 
life, and goodness was for him very much associated and 
almost identical with innocence (“I eat only innocent 
food,” he said to me ) The regaimng of lost innocence 
may seem a hopeless endeavour, and certainly the Mahatma 
himself was troubled by a sense of failure m some respects 
He was never fully reconciled to the idea of drinkmg goat’s 
milk, though it had become a physical necessity He had 
to overcome anger at times, impatience at other times, the 
subjugation of lust was an agony, a victory as diflacult as the 
Lord Buddha’s subjugation of the wild elephant Whatever 
his imperfections as they appeared m his own eyes, it is not 
easy to imagine any human bemg whose ethical nature was 
more systematically controlled than his toward the end of his 
life, or more harmoniously adjusted to the mstinctive good 
Goodness, just the same, cannot explam the power of the 
Gandhi myth It is beyond dispute that his personality 
commanded even when he least desired to command An 
identity of opposites haunts his entire story, it is just when 
he was most humble that he was most powerful To the 
very end this Hegelian interaction obtained, for it was by 
his death that he achieved the ultimate purpose of his hfe 
His death was, mdeed, a smgular fulfilment, coming at a 
time when he felt his own people drifting away from him 
summoning them once more (and all the world besides) to 
one moment of salutary awe 
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To what, tlien, are wc to assign the phenomenon, to 
what shall we attribute the magic 

We come at last to the mystical explanation as the only 
one that fits the case It fits because it presupposes the 
unknown and beyond diat the unknowable The grace of 
God, as Cliristians call it, is the only tenable hypothesis 
Otlieninsc the life of Gandhi, even though fully proved m 
every fact, has no historic intelhgibility There must have 
been m his discrete genius a general component, a pulse 
from Uic common pulse, a force both vertical and horizontal 
in Its tlirust, so that he could commumcate more than others 
and hear a voice that others do not hear He did actually 
hear an “inner voice” throughout the greater part of his 
life (]ust as Socrates did), and though he was an exceedingly 
practical man who never discussed mysteries if he could 
help It, there is no doubt in my own mmd that the essence 
of his cfTectivc being, effective, that is, upon mankind, was 
and always will be a mystery 


2 

He was born m one of those very small princely states 
which used to make a patchwork in tlie west of India, above 
Bombay His own state was Porbandar, of which his father 
was Prime Minister as his grandfather had been before that 
His family belonged to the merchant caste (Bama) 
and to the Vaishnava side of the Hindu religion The 
Vaishnavas, worshipping Vishnu m various aspects, though 
not exclusively, have been increasingly numerous in India 
since the sixteenth century, and various doctrines of sin, 
redemption, and divine grace have arisen among them — 
not in response to any Christian influence, so far as is known, 
but by internal development These ideas do not find 
expression in the other great school of Hinduism, which 
worships chiefly Shiva 

In Porbandar, where the Gandhi family lived, there were 
a good many members of the Jama sect, those who refuse 
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to take any life under any circumstances Jains were 
frequent visitors and lifelong friends of the family, and it is 
no doubt quite true that they all felt the influence of Jama 
behefs Even so, Gandhi claimed to be an orthodox Hindu 
throu^out his long hfe, and although many of his mterpreta- 
bons (as to caste and the like) disturbed the pundits, 
Hmduism is large enou^ to contain almost any vanation, 
and his claun to orthodoxy was never seriously contested 

His parents were devout mdeed, and he always attnbuted 
the steadfastness of his behaviour, in such matters as 
vows and disciplines, to the power of examples always 
before him m bis childhood Most of all his mother and 
his nurse, pious Hindu women of their rather stnct sect, 
exerted this power and were never forgotten His mother, 
for example, sometunes fasted when the sun did not shme, 
m obedience to some vow taken perhaps years before The 
children used to watch anxiously on cloudy days for the 
first ray of simshme, so as to run shoutmg to her that she 
could now eat 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the futme Mahatma, 
was born at Porbandar on October 2, 1869 He was the 
youngest son of Karamchand Gandhi, known as Kaba, who 
was Prune Mimster at various times m no less than three 
of those httle Kathiawar states — ^Porbandar, Rajkot and 
Vankaner Kaba Gandhi’s father and one of his brothers 
had held sunilar positions They were not qmte such exalted 
positions as the words might mdicate, for these were 
small states, and none of the family accumulated much 
wealth But Kaba Gandhi was, by his son’s recollection, 
an extremely able man in the practical sense, dealmg with 
all the intricate clan questions and disputes that arose in his 
junsdiction He was a great temple-goer and took to 
reading the Oita toward the end of his hfe, repeating some 
verses every day in the family worship This, too, must 
have had a formative effect on young Gandhi’s mind 

But on the whole the bc^ was not remarkable, accordmg 
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to lus own testimony, at any rate, he showed no great 
aptitude for study He was extremely shy through his early 
years and afraid of compamons, he tells us that he used to 
run to and from school to avoid havmg to talk to anybody 
One episode of his childhood seems to have made a great 
impression it was a performance he saw by a travelhng 
dramatic company of the play Hanshchandra, based on a 
great story in the Mababharala epic It narrates the suffer- 
ings of a king of old who sacrificed everything for the truth 
and went through almost endless ordeals before his redemp- 
tion Only a few days before his death, Gandhi told me this 
story himself at considerable length, once a thing hke that 
entered his consciousness it could not be dislodged As a 
child he used to act out Hanshchandra to himself, as he 
said, “times wthout number” The idea of the truth as- 
supreme good was thus early implanted, and seems to have ^ 
grown as naturally m him as a tree or a flower It was to \ 
become, in time, a central and almost a smgle idea governing 
every region of his thought 

He was married, by family arrangement, at the age of 
thirteen His dehght m his bnde, Kasturbai, was extreme, 
and in later years he regarded this premature sensuahty with 
sorrow and shame It may have contributed to his strong 
views on child maraage, which he regarded m his matunty 
as one of the great evils of India At that time it not only 
was legal, but was valued among Hindus as a salutary 
protection against the world In the tune and place these 
arranged matches between children previously unknown to 
each other were umversal, and it has often been remarked 
that happy marriages were usually the result It was so, m 
any case, with Gandhi, and although his conscience m later 
years troubled him greatly, he found Kasturbai the solace 
of his hfe so long as she hved 

The boy Gandhi was lustful, possessive, and, as he tells 
us, unreasonably jealous The customs of the period allow- 
ed him to meet Kasturbai only at m^t dunng the half 
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year that she spent m the Gandhi household, the other half 
of the year she spent with her parents He wanted to teach 
her everything he knew, since she was ilhterate, but “lustful 
love”, as. he called it, gave him no tune to do so, and 
Kasturbai remamed without instruction beyond simple letters 
in the local language, Ghjarati His regrets and self- 
condemnation are quite explicit m his autobiography 

He, of course, continued mto high school, regardless of 
his mamage “Only m our present Hmdu society,” he said, 
“do studies and mamage go thus hand in hand ” He had 
his difficulties with study, but after his fourteenth year seems 
to have made much better progress, actually wmning a prize 
or two along the way In his own account of these years 
he makes much of a regrettable episode involvmg an older 
boy who was addicted to eating meat and dnnking wine 
in secret 

The older boy, ongmally a friend of Gandhi’s brother, 
held that India’s troubles would be solved if the Hindus took 
to eating meat He used to quote a bit of doggerel to this 
effect 

Behold the mighty Englishman 
He rules the Indian small. 

Because, being a meat-eater, 

He IS five cubits taU 

The older boy could reinforce his argument by being, 
himself, much stronger than Gandhi, able to run and ]ump 
and exhibit his muscles Young Gandhi resolved to try 
meat-eatmg out of a mixture of motives — to make himself 
stronger, to see Indians grow stronger, to get meat-eatmg 
started as a sort of “reform” On the first occasion the 
two boys repaired to a lonely spot by the nver and attached 
a piece of goat’s meat It made Gandhi sick, and that mght 
he had nightmares of a goat kicking m his stomach Later 
on, for about a year, more dehcate preparations of meat 
were made from time to time by the older friend, and Gandhi 
actually learned to like them The feasts were few 
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and far between, be says, because the boys had no money 
He finally gave up meat-eatmg, not because he regarded it 
as wrong in itself, but because it mevitably led him into 
telhng lies to his pious parents 

The same older friend also took young Gandlu to a 
brothel, but there his shyness protected him (“God m His 
infimte mercy,” he says, “protected me against myself’) 
He was never in his hfe unfaithful to Kasturbai 

These misdemeanours culminated m a fling at cigarette- 
smoking, for which Gandhi pilfered some coppers from home 
and also a chip of gold ofl^ his elder brother’s arm-band 
Tins time Gandhi’s conscience revolted at last He vTOte 
out a complete confession and submitted it to his father 
with a request to be pumshed This was accompanied by 
a pledge never to steal anything again His father’s suffering 
and tears remained in his memory ever afterivards 

Such boyish misdeeds may seem shght indeed m Western 
eyes Tlicy had enormous importance in a pious Vaishnava 
family The Jama influence, as has been said, made the 
Gandhi family even more rigid in observance than some 
others might have been, and the eating of flesh was regarded 
by Uicm all with abhorrence The cigarette-smoking was 
not in Itself of any great importance, but to steal coppers 
and tell lies in order to smoke was much worse 

The final sin, which he calls “my double shame”, occurr- 
ed when Kaba Gandhi died Young Gandhi had been his 
father’s nurse, rubbing his legs and attending on him in his 
illness At the same time he was much preoccupied witli 
“lustful love”, as Kasturbai was in the house One mght 
he went from his father’s sick-bed to his own bed-room and 
woke Kasturbai up She was then pregnant, and his very 
keen remorse was partly due to tins While he was with 
Kasturbai a servant knocked on tlie door to tell him that 
his father was dead 

Tlic child that was born to Kasturbai hved only three 
or four days Gandhi’s sorrow over tlie whole episode was 
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deep and remained with hun even when he came to wnte 
of it many years later 


3 

Hmdu students seldom went overseas m the 1880’s To 
do so meant, as a rule, expulsion from one’s caste, for 
association with foreigners, eating foreign food, and enduring 
vanous and comphcated contaminations were unavoidable 
on such journeys This is all thorou^y out of date now, 
and seems to a modem Indian as remote as the Middle 
Ages to us, but it was still the state of opmion in Gandhi’s 
youth Those who had gone to England and returned to 
liidia were thought to be lost to their own rehgion They 
were “as bad as foreigners” because they wore foreign 
clothmg, indecent because it outhned the elements of the 
human body, and because they frequently ate foreign food 
The pomt of view of that day is lost now Hardly anybody 
in India can remember when trousers were thought mdecent, 
nobody objects nowadays to the smoking of cigars or 
cigarettes, even meat-eating is condoned on a wide scale, 
although most Indians are still vegetarians In the 1880’s 
the Hindus who went abroad and came back to their profit- 
able enterpnses as hamsters, doctors, or merchants (and 
the hamsters predommated) were looked upon as renegades 
and, m fact, as contanunated 

The notion of contammation is stiU not lost m India 
When Gandhi was young it was vital in its ghostlike way — 
as vital as any ghost can be The shadow of an untouch- 
able falhng across any part of the body of a caste Hindu 
was a contammation and required of that caste Hmdu a 
process of ceremomal purification This is still trae with 
some elderly and devout people A caste Hindu could 
accept milk from an untouchable, but not water In the 
very lowest castes the process of discnmination obtained, 
so that even among the untouchables one sub-division could 
perform one task but not another The almost mcredible 
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divisions of labour into which the original caste system 
proliferated may have been due m part to the excessive 
population or the general poverty, but u resulted in a com- 
plicated scries of discriminations that have since been 
gradually and naturally disappeanng 

Gandhi was not afraid of any of this When his family’s 
old friend and adviser Mavji Dave, a Brahmin who had 
been a lifelong friend of the dead father, advised study in 
England, the young Gandhi leaped at the prospect His 
first idea was that he might study medicine, but the Brahmin 
adviser was against it Medicine was contrary to the old 
religion — ^that is. Western medicme, with its insistence on 
dissection of the body’s organs — ^but, more important, a 
medical doctor could never be Prime Mmister of a state 
Tlic Brahmin adviser wanted the young Gandhi to be a 
Prime Minister like his father, uncle, and grandfather, and 
for tins position a knowledge of the law was most miportant 
The earlier Gandhis had been almost illiterate, but had ruled 
because they had known their clans and castes and persona- 
lities Young Gandhi was to succeed to their functions 
by means of the new weapons to be obtained in England, 
by admission to the bar As he was eighteen and stdl 
continuing lus studies (whereas his brothers had forsaken 
them), the family adviser thought the youngest son should 
go to England and study law 

So he did It was not easy The objections to vanquish 
were mam — from the clan and caste, from the uncle, from 
the motlier The mother, a simple and devout woman, was 
not afraid of the ocean in particular, or of the far places, 
but she dreaded what she had heard of women, wine, and 
mcat-eating in foreign lands Wlien she had the firm vow 
of her son to abstain from any of tliesc habits, she reluctantly 
and sorrowfully consented He took his vows before a Jama 
monk who had once been a Hindu of his own caste, and 
this satisfied the mother’s objections The vows were never 
violated 
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But on his amval m Bombay he ran into more caste 
difficulties, and was m fact, after some debate, solemnly 
read out of his own caste (It was the Modh Bania, a 
fraction of the Barua fraction of the Vaishya ) No member 
of his caste had ever gone overseas before, and in a solemn 
meeting it was declared that he would be contanunated 
He accepted this without difficulty, and, what is more 
surpnsmg, so did his elder brother He remained outcaste 
to the end, though as a “holy man” he ivas (by Indian 
definitions) exempt from all caste rules or regulations He 
never agam observed any of the caste rules, such as the 
weanng and manipulation of the “sacred thread,” a symboli- 
cal cord, or the vanous shavings and not shavmgs which 
were part of the ntual In his owm mmd he was truly 
outcaste, and chose to remam so 

He was only ei^teen, a shy and eager Hindu boy with 
ears stuck out almost at n^t angles from his head, when 
he sailed from Bombay on September 4, 1888 He had 
new European clothing, purchased throu^ the offices of his 
brother and fnends The necktie, which was to become a 
source of pleasure to him m London, was then a torture 
He was acutely conscious of his short jacket and trousers 
Shoes were unpleasant But he was equipped for the great 
journey and ahve with anxiety to learn, to acquire the 
mstruments of victory 

All instructioa m India above the first four classes of 
elementary school was then, as now, conducted m English 
Thus Gandhi had an acquamtance with the Enghsh language 
before he ever went to En^and But it was a school- 
language, not the language of the mother or the market 
and it did not come naturally to him On the ship he had 
difficulty understandmg what anybody, even the stewards, 
said to him He was afraid of violating his vows agamst 
wme, wonren, and meat and consequently ate all his meals 
m his cabm, chiefly from food he had brou^t with hun 
The poor boy knew nothing of the knife or fork and was 
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i.0 shy that he was afraid of speaking to any fellow passenger 
Moreover, he had saved his best clothing, which was 
white flannels, for his landing at Soutliampton (having worn 
black all the W'ay to England) and consequently landed in 
the gnsly English autumn w'eathcr most unsuitably dressed 
This was his chief anxiety for two days, until he could 
obtain his scanty baggage He wept at night for a long 
time strange and alone, uncertam of every step fearful of 
t’lolaung his vows unwittingly or of committmg some other 
Indian sm m an Enghsh climate 

The first problem wns, of course food It does not 
matter so much any more to Indian students It did not 
matter mucli even then to a great many of them They 
aic what the country provided ano got used to it But 
Gandhi had taken the vegetanan vow, which he was 
determmed to obsert'c or die He could not eat the sodden, 
savorless substance that constituted the Enghsh idea of 
vegetables He has recorded that m the early weeks he 
almost starved Oatmeal porndge m the mormng was a 
help, but at other meals it was difficult to know what to do 
The Indian student friends among w'hom he found himself — 
who had found a boarding-house for him — ^were mcensed 
Tlicy had no difliculty caUng meat and thought Gandhi both 
foolish and obstinate m his insistence upon his vegetanan 
vow From one boarding-house to another he took his 
w’cary way, never getting his fill, until one day he hit upon 
a vegetanan restaurant m Farmgdon Street “God had 
come to my aid,” he said He found m that restaurant where 
he at last had a bearty meal, a copy of a book called A Plea 
jor Vesetarianism, which he bought for a shiihng and took 
wnth him He read it over and over and it converted him — ■ 
this IS, converted him from being a vegetanan by inhentancc 
and by vows taken to the mother, a matter of rehgion and 
tradition, into a vegetarian convinced of the rightness of 
his cause As usual m his long life, he had found some- 
thing to support him m what he already w'as and already 
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believed He had found “authority” He could now be a 
vegetarian on a theoretical basis 

It IS curious and, of course, funny that Mahatma Gandhi 
was forever in search of “authority” lor his few, simple, 
and sovereign ideas Once he said to an mterviewer 
“Everythmg I have to say is as old as the hills ” Tius 
was true, except tliat the circumstances and surroundings of 
the saymg made a great difference And yet, old as his 
ideas were, he sometimes took many long years to find out 
that somethmg he intimately felt and beheved, with all the 
power of his intense bemg, was felt and beheved by others 
or had been felt and beheved by others before him This 
kind of discovery, recurrent not often (because the ideas 
were few) but powerfully, made every great tummg-pomt 
of his Me His vegetanamsm was as natural, as inborn, 
as anythmg could be m a human bemg, and yet a few books 
and pamphlets by English proselytists (known, of course, 
as “cranks”) gave him the strength to see that what he was 
could be justified rationally In this respect the entire life 
of Gandlu is a story of becoming what he already was, of 
becoming himself He was it, but he requiied these external 
buttresses to assure himself that he was or might be right 
His humility, overwhelming at the end, must have been innate 
or he could not have rehed so heavily upon these accidental 
aids from the begiiming It was so in all the subsequent 
discovenes, with Tolstoy or Ruslan or Thoreau — they each 
in turn came to support witli “authonty” tliat which he 
already passionately beheved and had already acted upon 
to the limit of his powers It was so even with the Gita 
and the New Testament, which mcised themselves into his 
soul by words corresponding to the realities already existent 
tliere 

The vegetarian battle occupied a good deal of his tmie 
m London His Indian friends thou^t it was improper and 
embarrassmg of him to msist on food contrary to the 
surrounding customs He tried, m his tenderhearted way, 
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to make it up to them by being as elegant as possible, as 
conformable to English customs as his purse and tempera- 
ment would allow, he bought cvenmg clothes, took dancing 
lessons, tried to learn the violin, and made m general an 
attempt to "play the English gentleman”, as he said He 
seems to liave spent several months in these preoccupations 
endeavouring to make up by social graces for the obstinacy 
with which he clung to lus vows to his mother In the end 
he surrendered all that, suddenly and completely, to devote 
himself to his studies for the bar 

Tlie photographs of Gandlu taken at this age (and 
published by him) arc extremely funny — the little Hindu 
boy with cars at nght angles, the piercing eyes and meager 
face, the stiff high collar and pomaded hair He was 
probably conscious even then of how funny the whole 
enterpnse was There never was any time m his life when 
he could not and did not laugh at himself Indeed, lau^iter 
of a gentle and innocent kind, usually at his own expense, 
was a necessity to him Even two days before his death 
he made little jokes to me, and his oldest and most devoted 
friends, such as Sarojini Naidu and Jawaharlal Nehru, had 
as many funny things as solemn ones to tell of him Mrs 
Naidu’s stories show that throughout their long relationship 
the salutary virtue of the lau^ sustained them both, even 
through anguished tunes 


4 

Gandhi’s tlirce years m England were fruitful in many 
ways After his first agonies were over he learned how to 
enjoy life and work m an English chmate and on English 
terms Vegetariamsm was a help in unexpected ways, he 
joined the Vegetanan Society, became a member of its 
executive committee, and had his first experience in organiza- 
tion though shyness made him unable to speak at meetings 
On the one occasion when he felt impelled to try, somebody 
else had to read his paper for him And yet with the 
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vegetanans he formed fncndships and made acquaintances 
just as he did among the students 

His first experiments with clothing, food, and English 
life suddenly lost their mterest for him when he decided that 
he had come to London to study and had done little m that 
direction Admission to the bar was easy enough, not much 
study was required, the examinatons were simple, and the 
“call to the bar” was automatic if the student had “kept 
terms” (twelve of them), equivalent to about three yeais 
Gandhi therefore made up his mind to work for the London 
matriculation examination, and spent a whole year on it 
It was given every six months, and he had only five left to 
prepare for the first one, m v/hich he failed because of 
insufficient Labn He took the, examinations again six 
months later wth (except Latin) different subjects The 
second time he passed m all Tlie episode, with its unneces- 
sary hard work — ^unnecessary in the sense that nobody 
expected lum to undertake it — and with its excellent results, 
useful to him in many respects latei on, was characteristic 
ot Gandhi even at that age 

Also it was in England that he read for the first time 
both the Bhagavad-Gita and the New Testament Two 
Enghshmen, theosophists and brothers, introduced him to the 
Gita Another Englishman, whom he met in a vegetarian 
boarding-house, induced him to read the Bible He found 
it impossible to get through the Old Testament, but the 
New Testament, coming so soon after his first acquaintance 
with the Gita, profoundl5r impressed him — “went straiglit 
to my heart”, he says 

It seems a little odd that Gandhi should not have known 
the Gita in either Sansknt or his native Gujarati, for it must 
have been familiar to his father m both languages He 
read it first with his Enghsh theosophist friends in the 
Enghsh metrical translation of Sir Edwin Arnold (The Sonq 
Celestial ) , which remained to the end his favounte transla- 
tion of the great poem The revelation must have been, at 
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the very beginning, supremely personal, he found in the 
Gita exactly what he needed for the expression of what he 
felt in the recesses of his being, however obscurely, to be 
llic truth The advice of the Lord Shri Krishna to the hero 
Arjuna on the eve of the great battle is, indeed, a kind of 
crystallization of Gandhi’s charactenstic beliefs, those upon 
which his own life struggle was based, and it is difficult to 
suppose that he could have done what he did without it, 
but the receptivity of his nature, its instinctive and immediate 
response, indicates that the teaching of the Giia was in him 
already in some unformed, some latent state He was only 
twenty at tlie time, but already his own effort was directed 
toward the suppression of desire, appebte, and “attachment” 
m a larger purpose Tlie Gita reinforced his nature and 
gradually became the law of his life Eventually he was to 
take It as a sort of book of practical rules, a specific 
directive 

The New Testament, m particular the Sermon on the 
Mount, had a sinular effect, less powerful perhaps because 
It was Christian rather than Hindu, but during the years to 
come it was to entwine itself into all of Gandhi’s thought 
and become m effect a kind of extension of, or ‘vanation 
upon, the Gita The earliest evidence of this influence, 
which he remembered with delight long years afterwards, 
was the great verse on “resist not evil ’ 

TIksc discoveries were not followed by any great pre- 
occupation with rchgous thought, for by this time the young 
man was actively studying for the bar Most students in 
those days hardly bothered to read the textbooks Instead 
they studied, and mostly in the last few weeks, notes on 
previous examinations, thus setting their wits or their luck 
against the probabilities Gandhi determined to read every- 
thing, and for Roman law he elected to read Justinian 
in Latin Thus he was busy enough at all tunes, and, with 
his increasing emphasis on economy in diet and living, he 
could not have found it very difficult to keep tlie vows 
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he had made to his mother And no doubt, m spite of that 
lack of general readmg which he later deplored, he was 
actually better prepared for the bar examination, more 
thoroughly grounded in the texts and authonties, than most 
of his Enghsh fellow students 

He passed his exarmnations, was called to the bar on 
June 10, 1891, enrolled m the High Court on the 11th, and 
sailed for India the next day 

The formative value of these years was great, externally 
as weh as withm himself Thus it was an advantage later 
on that he had actually studied Roman law and read 
Justiman m Latin, he had done it only as hard work and 
disciplme and because he would be forced to remember it 
better that way, yet, as it turned out, much of what he did 
m South Afnca m the years to come depended on this 
knowledge of Roman law, on which Dutch law was based 
He was mortally shy, and great difficulties were m store for 
him on that score, but he was mtellectually prepared for his 
commg work much better than he suspected, and m fact 
much better than he ever admitted later on He remembered 
himself as a very hmited and shy young man with no 
knowledge of the world, yet there must have been few of his 
age at the bar who had really read, really studied, the basic 
texts of their profession 


5 

In India for the next two years Gandhi was, by his own 
account, a failure He began his return home, on the very' 
first day, by learning that his mother had died m his absence 
His brother, who carried on the family correspondence and 
sent him the money to keep going m London, had thought 
It best to conceal this event, which to Gandhi was a blow 
even worse than the death of his father 

And, of course, his knowledge of Enghsh and Roman 
law, however thorough, did not make up for a total ignorance 
of Indian law He had to start an entire new set of studies 
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meanwhile establishing himself as a barrister and hvmg in 
the manner, and with the expenses, which were thought 
suitable to that estate He tried 

In the very first case he obtained as a barnster m 
Bombay, Gandhi found himself unable to utter a word He 
got up to cross-examme the plaintiffs witnesses and, facing 
the court, came near to fainting He sat down and told 
his client’s agent that he would have to give up the case, 
that another barrister should be engaged It was his first 
and last appearance as a barrister in India 

Bombay, with high prices and living standards, was not 
for a barrister who was too shy to speak in court Gandm 
went home to Rajkot to earn a hvmg by making out briefs 
for other lawyers, drafting applications, memorials, and the 
like Tins penod of his life was not happy, and his first 
acquaintance with the arrogance of a British officer — one 
he had known in England — did not help much The habit 
of giving commissions here and there, of using influence, 
intrigue, and petty politics in carrying out the busmess of 
the law, was also repugnant to him, so that he was more 
than ready when a chance came to leave it all behind him 
The chance came from South Afnca, where a considerable 
number of Indians was already established in business 
and a larger number, as Gandhi was to learn, had been 
brought in as contract labour 

The offer came to Gandhi’s devoted elder brother, quite 
possibly as the result of some discreet scout work on the 
brother’s part A Moslem Indian firm called Dada 
Abdullah and Co had a claim for some forty thousand 
pounds which had been dragging through the South African 
courts for years The proposal was that young Gandhi 
should go to South Africa for a year as a guest of the 
firm, with all expenses paid, to advise on the further conduct 
of this lawsuit, as well as on the firm’s correspondence and 
other matters He was to make himself useful, more or less 
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as an employee of the firm, and would receue one hundred 
and five pounds in cash and all expenses 

It was not the most bnihant offer m the w'orld but 
Gandhi was making no headway m India The idea of goms 
to South Afnca, of which he knew nothmg, appealed to 
him, even though be would have to leave his family behind 
Obviously Gandhi who was then twenty-four, could have 
had no idea that South Afnca w'ould in the next penod 
of his existence alter everj'thing for him, form his destiny 
in a new direction, and return him to India, eventually, as 
a national hero and a “Mahatma ’ Such an extraordmaiy 
evolution through two decades seems rather startling even 
now, when all of its elements have receded into history 
The South Afncan epic, and with it the creation of the 
Mahatma, must have been a long senes of surpnses both 
to the hero of the story and to those around him For at 
no time can we discern anythmg hke a plan the plan wns 
evoked by circumstance, and only looks hke a plan when 
it IS all over As Gandhi lived through it, step by step, it 
was much more hke an endless sequence of improvisations 
all reachmg toward a plan, of course, and becoming one m 
retrospect one that was to he used on a larger scale — 
indeed, on the largest — ^when the time was ready for it 



CHAPTER TWO 

DISCOVERY IN SOUTH AFRICA 


The South Africa to which G'andiu went m 1893 con- 
formed m outline to the Union of today, with signihcant 
differences Tliat is, it consisted of four umts Natal, the 
Orange Free State, tlie Transvaal, and the Cape Colon}, 
oi which only the last bore a distinctly Enghsb imprint At 
that time the Orange Free State and the Transvaal were 
Boer Republics, witli Dutch (m the African version) as their 
official language Natal, mth a very mixed population, had 
been annexed to the Bntish crown m 1845 after some lively 
vicissitudes but except for Durban, its chief city, it had no 
great number of Enghsh settlers or businessmen The 
restless spirits of many adventurers were abroad, and it 
was a brawling time as we Icam from many other sources 
(not Gandhi) The great men of the period were Paul 
Kruger m the Transvaal (President), FW Reitz m the 
Orange Free State (President), and Cecil Rhodes in the 
Cape (Prime Minister) John Henry Brand, the wise and 
conciliatory President of the Orange Free State, had died 
four years before Men of sense and acumen were all 
aware that some day the destiny of the wonderful region 
would demand its union for the simplest geographic and 
economic reasons, yet racial and linguistic antipathies were 
still so powerful that reason could scarcely be heard The 
, Boers seem to have hated the Enghsh with a passion very 
difficult to comprehend, a passion more intense than that 
aroused in (for example) the Irish under conditions not 
dissimilar in some respects The Boers felt that all South 
Mrica was theirs and tliat the Enghsh were arrogant inter- 
lopers They had made the “Great Trek” with all their 
belongings, including vast herds of cattle, when the English 
took over the Cape Colony They did the same thing on 
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a smaller scale when the Enghsh annexed Natal Now 
they were bitterly entrenched m the Transvaal and the 
Orange Free State, herdsmen and farmers and horsemen, 
a race of Dutch cowboys landlocked m their domain and 
resentful of any mtruder An explosion was inevitable 
because the discovery of gold and of diamonds some years 
before had brought a flood of greedy men into the Boer 
Republics from all over the earth These uitlanders, as 
the Boers called them, were hated and discnimnated against 
by every means possible and had no votes or voices in 
government It was clearly the desire of Paul Kruger, 
President of the Transvaal, to get nd of them if he could 
as it was his deepest regret that gold and diamonds existed 
m his territory 

These conditions provided a most unstable atmosphere 
throughout South Africa, except, perhaps, in the Cape itself 
It was only two years unbl Rhodes, that buccaneer of genius, 
was to stimulate all antagomsms by orgamzing the Jameson 
Raid against the Boers, there can be httle doubt that he 
wanted what he eventually got, which was war The govern- 
ment m London was, as always through the nineteenth 
century, far more cautious or reluctant than its agents and 
representatives m the field But the whole of South Africa 
in 1893 must have been seething with hatreds, resentments, 
rapacities, and ambitions which made it anything but an 
abode of peace, even for the Europeans Small wonder, 
then, that those who were not European lived in terror 

We have grown familiar m our own day with the South 
Afncan nomenclature in regard to races “European” 
means any person of pure white race “Native” means an 
Afncan. “Coloured” means a person of mixed race 
“Asiatic” means a person whose racial origins can be 
traced to Asia, in practice this means Indians, there being 
few others of Asian ongm there Any and all of these 
four divisions may be native to the country, but the divisions 
still reraam fixed That is so today, but when Gandhi 
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went there, the oak was still, so to speak, an acorn, large 
numbers of the “European” and “Asiatic” persons were 
relaUvely newcomers, and the “coloured” (mixed) ■popula- 
tion, now so important, was then much smaller 

If we did not already know Gandhi’s character we might 
be surpnsed to perceive, m his autobiography, letters, 
interviews, and other utterances through the years, how little 
he noticed of all tins As an intelligent and educated young 
man he must have been aware of it, but with the extraordi- 
nary concentrated impetus of his whole nature, he lived 
with and for the Indians Two decades in South Africa 
left him more Indian than before, indeed, it was in South 
Africa that he learned Sansknt (as much as he ever learned 
It), that he mcmon2ed the Gita, renounced the world, and 
became the Mahatma He went there m a stiff collar and 
a frock coat, determined to travel first-class and live in a 
style becoming a barrister of tiK Inner Temple He left 
South Afnea determined to revert to homespun and the life 
of the Indian poor 

And It IS odd, indeed, that the struggles between 
Europeans or of the Europeans against the natives of the 
country, affected him so little There was something 
bestowed, endowed, or, if you like, stricken, about Gandhi 
he behaved like a specific mstrument of a specific purpose 
from the beginning to the end of his life In Africa he lived 
for the Indians and thought only of the Indians The wild 
struggle of the others concerned him only as it affected the 
lives of his own people He passed throu^ that turmoil 
witliout having had, so far as one can tell, one single truly 
political idea, and wthout formulating any general notion 
of the South African future except as it might relate to the 
Indian inhabitants His activity, so admirable in its purity 
and astounding in its results, thus bore little relation to the 
general life of the society m which it took place Perhaps 
lor this very reason the victory he obtamed in the end was 
static ratlicr tlian progressive it was great, but went no 
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farther, and since he left Afnca m 1914 tlie Indians have 
gamed nothing beyond what he gamed tor them Their 
phght at the present moment, though different m every 
circumstance, is identical m kind with that in which Gandhi 
found them m 1893 

Of this plight he knew nothing at all when he sailed 
from Bombay It took six weeks for the ship to get to 
Durban, with stops at vanous ports on the way The ship 
was crowded, and Gandhi could get a bertli only m tlie 
captain’s cabin, by that oflBcer’s kindness The captain 
taught him chess, and the fellow passengers were fnendly 
It was not until he got off the ship at Durban, to be met 
by Abdullah Sheth, his new employer, that he nobced a 
difference m the manner of Europeans toward Indians He 
was to learn a great deal m a short tunc — a very few days, 
m fact 

Abdullah Sheth, a nch but lUiterate Mohammedan 
merchant, was at first unoertam how to deal with Gandhi 
Nobody hke Gandhi — diat is, no educated Indian who was a 
London hamster weanng Enghsh clothes — had ever appeared 
in Natal before The Indian merchants m South Afnca 
were prosperous, but had made their own way in a new 
country by c unnin g and acumen, -without other advantages, 
they cared httle for “hygiene and samtahon”, those lifelong 
preoccupations of Gandhi’s, they Icnew hardly any Enghsh, 
their esprit de corps did not exist except when they were 
collectively imder some menace, they accepted -without much 
resentment a great many disabilities and mdigmties from tlie 
European overlords Most of the merchants were Moslems, 
■with a sprinklmg of Parsees and Chnstians, a good many 
of the clerks and book-keepers were Hindus The Moslems 
tended to caU themselves “Arabs”, and the Parsees called 
themselves “Persians” m a vam attempt to escape from the 
stigma of bemg Indian at all Indians were known among 
the Europeans as “coolies”, whatever them occupation or 
race or rehgion, and Gandhi — the only Indian hamster in 
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South Africa — soon became knowm as “the coohe hamster” 

All this he learned quickly, in considerable consterna- 
tion Abdullah Sheth was his tutor and seems to have 
warmed to the stranger after a few days Gandhi learned, 
for example, that these well-to-do Indian merchants and their 
staffs had little or nothing to do with the much larger 
population of Indian workers who had been brought to 
South Afnca under “indenture” — that is, as contract labour- 
ers for a period of five years The workers were mostly 
Irom southern India, speaking Tamil or Telugu, and the 
merchants w'cre from the north, speaking one or another ot 
the northern languages The workers, moreover, were all 
illiterate, a depressed commumty wnth, practically speaking 
no rights As soon as Gandhi became aware of their 
existence, they were much m his thoughts, but by the nature 
of tilings he had no contact \vith them for some tune, his 
task w’as to work on a lawsuit for tlie firm of Abdullah 
Sheth 

The lawsuit was for a large sum (£.40,000), and was 
complicated to a high degree by disputes over bookkeeping 
details Gandhi had to go through some severe study, 
mvolvmg a self-given course m book-kcepmg, before he could 
understand it Quite early m this operation he made up 
his mind, and told his employer, that he would try to settle 
It out of court if he could This remained a fixed pnnciplc 
m all hts professional career, and most of his cases were 
so settled Tins was advisable because of the great savmg 
in fees, he tliought, but also, and perhaps chiefly, because 
the suit was between relatives who had been and ought to 
be fnends 

Some three days after he had landed m Durban his 
employer took lum to a magistrate’s court to sec how it 
worked Gandhi m those days wore his Enghsh clothes 
but with an Indian turban — ^hke the pugree of Bengal — on 
his head Those who wear the turban never take it oS 
mdoors or out, decorum reqmres that it be kept on, as is tlie 
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case nowadays with the Gandhi cap The En^ish custom 
ot removmg the hat on entermg a house or courtroom is 
thus directly at variance with Indian proprieties Gandhi 
entered the court with his turban on and kept it on, thoush 
he noticed the magistrate staring at him Eventually the 
magistrate asked him to remove the turban, he refused and 
left the courtroom 

There was quite a htde row about this mcident, Gandhi 
wrote to the papers defending his right to wear an Indian 
turban at all times, and a controversy arose which made him 
known in Natal sooner than he might have been otherwise 
In this dilemma his self-respect as an Indian was, he felt, 
at stake, but he was wilhng to compromise by wearing an 
English hat — ^which, of course, he would have removed 
indoors in the Enghsh manner Ebs employer was very 
much against that, and Gandhi took his advice, wearing his 
turban thereafter as a sort of badge of mdcpendence (“If 
you wear a hat you will look like a waiter,” his employer 
had said) 

When he felt that he understood the lawsuit well enough, 
Gandhi notified Abdullah Sheth that he was ready to go to 
Pretoria, the capital of the Transvaal, where the case was 
to be tned Abdullah was anxious, the Transvaal was 
even more difiicult than Natal for Indians, the journey was 
long, there was the question of where Gandhi could stay in 
Pretona The young barrister made hght of tlie difficulties 
and set forth m the tram with a first-class ticket 

When tlie train reached Maritzburg, tlie capital of Natal, 
a white passenger came along, saw him in the first-class 
compartment, went away, and came back again with some 
railroad officials Gandhi was ordered to go mto the “van 
compartment”, where Indians usually travelled He refused 
A constable was summoned, and he was forcibly removed 
from the first-class compartment Because he refused on 
principle to travel in any other manner, he had to sit m 
the railway station at Maritzburg all mght long m the bitter 
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cold In the morning he sent telegrams to the railway 
management and to Abdullah Sheth in Durban, who tooK 
appropnate steps, the Indian merchants of Maritzburg 
informed by telegram, came to see him to teU him their own 
troubles of the same order, when the next evening’s tram 
arrived a sleeping-berth had been reserved for him, and 
he accepted it If he had been willing to pay for bedding 
and a berth m the first place, the incident would not have 
occurred, but he had been eager to avoid undue expense 
to his employers 

In the sleepmg-berth Gandlu arrived the next morning 
at Charlestown, the end of the railway, where he had to 
take a stagecoach to Johannesburg Here were more 
difficulties At first the coach agent wanted to refuse him 
a passage, but on Gandhi’s insistence allowed him to come 
along — not inside the coach with the otlier passengers, but 
on the box outside, along with the coachman The young 
barrister “pocketed the insult”, as he said, but later on m 
the day when the coach agent wanted to come out for air 
and told Gandlu to sit on the footboard so that he (the 
agent) could sit by the coachman and smoke, Gandhi 
refused Tlie man thereupon proceeded to beat him up — 
a thorough assault, witnessed by the passengers, who 
protested in vain At the night stop (Standerton), Gandhi 
was met by Indian merchants who kept him overnight, 
and m the morning he was given a seat, without incident, on 
a new coach with a new conductor 

At Johannesburg there was a fresh incident he could 
not be admitted to the Grand National Hotel When he 
found his Indian merchant friends at last (having missed 
them at the station), they explained to him that no Indian 
could stay m any hotel in this country They warned him 
that the Dutch Transvaal was much worse than English 
Natal, and that on his journey to Pretoria on the following 
day he would be obliged to travel third-class it was an iron 
rule 
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Gandhi was as obstinate then, in his gentle way, as he 
was ever afterwards It was a matter of pnnciple, and 
he would not give m He wrote to the station-master of 
Johannesburg and stated his mtention, then proceeded to buy 
a first-class ticket The station-master, a Dutc hman from 
Holland, sold the ticket, but asked Gandhi not to involve 
him m any trouble that mi^t result 

It was a lucky day, apparently, m that two fair-minded 
Europeans stood by the brave httle challenger When the 
guard on the tram, takmg tickets, ordered Gandhi to leave 
the first class, the only fellow passenger m the compartment 
happened to be an Enghshman who defended Gandhi and 
would not allow him to be evicted The guard said “Well, 
if you want to travel with a coohe — The tram reached 
Pretoria without further mcident 

In Pretona there was nobody to meet the traveller He 
stood m the dunly fitted station and wondered what to do, 
where to go He waited until all the passengers had depart- 
ed and then approached the ticket-collector with his problem 
Was there any small hotel where he mi^t find lodgmg for 
the mght The ticket-coUector knew of none 

At this point another providential stranger befnended 
him It was an American Negro who mtervened and said 
he knew of a small hotel, owned by an Amencan, where 
Gandhi would be accepted The Negro took the traveller 
to Johnston’s Family Hotel, where Mr Johnston agreed 
to give him a room if he was wilhng to eat his dinner there 
rather than m the dmmg-room Gandhi took the room, 
he was learmng fast Mr Johnston consulted his European 
customers, found that they were qmte wilhng to eat m the 
same room with G'andhi, and brought him downstairs with 
apologies 

On the next day Gandhi waited upon AbduUah Sheth’s 
attorney, Mr A W Baker, who found board and lodgmg 
for him m the house of a poor woman willmg to put up with 
the Ignominy of an Indian guest for thirty-five shiUings a week 
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We hear a good deal about Mr A W Baker from 
Gandhi, not as a lawyer but because it seems to have been 
Baker’s desire to convert him to Chnstiamty Baker was 
deeply rehgious and afterwards gave up his law practice to 
become a missionary, even before that he was a lay 
preacher He had built a church m Pietona at his own 
expense, and among other thmgs he had a daily prayer- 
meetmg, to which he mvited Gandhi at once Those who 
frequented the prayer-meetmg mcluded a number of ladies 
who befriended young Gandhi, and, among others, Mr 
Michael Coates, a Quaker, who seems to have become one 
of Gandhi’s best fnends m those early years 

But Chnstiamty was not really for Gandhi, then or 
afterwards, because its central theological doctrme was un- 
sympathetic to him, and mdeed beyond his capacity to 
beheve — as it would be for most Hmdus Brou^t up to 
think that all men are sons of God, how could Gandhi at 
twenty-four suddenly concentrate the whole world-wide 
divmity of Hinduism mto one histone figure The exclu- 
sive divimty of Jesus of Nazareth was the first difficulty, but 
another, not far behind it, was the attribution of the soul to 
human beings alone Gandhi’s instmctive behef was m the 
umty of all life, which mcluded animals as well, and 
although he was not at that time very conversant wth the 
doctnnes of Hmduism, he must have had an awareness from 
childhood (as all Hmdus have) of the deeply rooted 
convictions concerned with metempsychosis, the cycle of 
death and rebirth Whether he fully knew or beheved m 
his own rehgion or not, too much of it was implanted m his 
consciousness for him to abandon it for another so different 
And mdeed, the principal result of some months of associa- 
tion with these devout Chnstians, who gave him books to 
read and prayed for his conversion, was to turn him back 
upon his own rehgion with a renewed mterest in it 

Tf, as I beheve, the geraus of Gandhi was prrmanly 
rehgious, those early days mPretona must have been among 
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the formative expenences of his life He was face to face 
for the first time, with a proselytrzmg effort — ^nobody m 
England had tned to convert him to anything — and a steady 
running argument that sharpened his perceptions while 
arousmg his deeper religious instinct, his Vaishnava heritage 
He was informed of aU the diristian doctnnes about sm and 
redemption, the vicarious redemption through Jesus which 
seemed to him — ^who wished to be redeemed “not from the 
consequences of sin but from sm itself” — ^mapphcable to 
reahty He even encountered one zealous missioner, a 
member of the Plymouth Brethren, who permitted himself 
a certain latitude in transgression on the ground that Jesus 
had already atoned for it for him The books Gandhi was 
given to read were fuU of doctnne, none of which moved 
him at aU The Sermon on the Mount came to be a very 
important part of his consciousness m the years ahead, but 
neither m the early days nor later could he accept the 
Christian theology 

Gandhi, so earnest and hard-workmg, had never until 
this time found himself able to study religious literature 
or think what it was that he did beheve He had always 
been busy with his duties Now he had little to do, other 
lawyers were working on the Abdullah-Tyeb lawsuit, and 
his services were not, for the moment, required Thus he 
found, origmally throu^ Chnstian influences, but afterwards 
throu^ Mohammedanism and Hinduism, a whole world of 
thought congenial to hun and opemng up vistas toward 
what was to be, at last, his own rehgion, his own kind of 
umversahst Hmdmsm 

His expenences on the way to Pretona had given him 
a fairly good idea of the status of Indians m the Transvaal, 
and he wished, dunng this penod of waitmg for work, to 
do what he could about it He went to Tyeb Sheth, the 
person agamst whom his lawsuit was intended, and made 
fnends, a charactenstic move on his part With his help 
Gandhi called a meeting of aU the Indians in the Transvaal 
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capital It was held m the house of a leading Moslem 
merchant, and Gandhi made a speech — the first he had ever 
made 

That, too, was charactenstic he wanted to help the 
Indians, but he began by tellmg them what they themselves 
should do His most earnest plea was made for truthfulness 
m business He had learned with dismay that many of the 
Indian merchants regarded truth as having httle place in 
business, and his effort was to convince them not only that 
truth was essential, in business as elsewhere, but that any 
lapse from it would do the Indians as a community much 
harm — that a single merchant m a strange land might harm 
all his fellow Indians by untruthfulness He went on (of 
course) to hygiene and sanitation, urging them to reform in 
these respects He asked them to obhterate all the dis- 
tinctions of religion and race brought over from India 
(Hindu Moslem, Parsee, Christian, Punjabi, Madrassi, and 
the like) He suggested the formation of an association on 
a permanent basis to defend the rights of the Indians and to 
put their case before the authonties from tune to time 

It was a sort of model Gandhi speech — ^he was to make 
countless others of the same kind before the ^end It 
concluded, of course, with his offer to do anything he could 

The interest aroused was considerable, the association 
was formed, three youngmen went to Gandhi and asked him 
for lessons in English Gandhi, who had been studying the 
railway regulations of the Transvaal, wrote m the associa- 
tion’s name to the railway authorities and told them that 
even under their own rules the Indians were entitled to 
travel m any class for which they bou^t a ticket The 
authorities replied that first and second class would hence- 
forth be open to Indians who were “properly dressed” — a 
matter of interpretation for the ticket-seller 

Thus began on the smallest scale, and unnoticed by 
any but a handful of Indians in Pretona, the mission of 
Mahatma Gandhi It was what he was soon to call “public 
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work”, a kind of service for which he would never accept 
any emolument He had never done it before, and it is 
doubtful if he had any idea of what it was to lead him into 
as the years rolled by And yet the germ of almost all his 
“pubhc work” is m that one meeting and one speech m 
1893 The Indians were to disciphne themselves, tell the 
truth, be clean and keep their quarters clean, learn Enghsh, 
fcs-get their mtemal differences — aU this so as to achieve 
self-respect and set themselves free So far as externals 
go, this was pretty much what Gandhi asked of them for the 
next fifty-odd years He did not think of this as pohtical, 
and mdeed it would be difficult to find any pohtical over- 
tones or implications in what he had to say It was rather 
an effort for the general welfare of the Indians, begmmng 
(as was Gandhi’s way) with the Indians themselves 

There were, as he was learning every day and every 
week endless disabilities, humihations, and hardships for 
the Indians of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State 
Indians were actually excluded from the Free State, except 
in designated memal jobs, m the Transvaal they suffered 
under cripplmg legislation They had no vote and could 
not own*land except m special “locations”, as they were 
called, and Gandhi said that in practice even the locations 
w'ere not theirs They had to pay a three-pound poll tax 
even to enter the Transvaal They could not go out at 
mght after lune o’clock wthout a special permit, and they 
could not walk on the pubhc footpaths, but must take to 
the road with the beasts On one occasion Gandhi was 
assaulted by a pohceman somewhere near President Kruger’s 
house for walking on the footpath — something he had done 
often before without incident These rules were administered 
according to the whims of the pohce, and as the Indians had 
in effect no means of redress, treatment of them wavered 
between mdulgence and brutahty 

Gandhi’s growing concern over the predicament of the 
Indians was checked for a while by practical reasons he 



discovery in south AFRICA 


31 


now had to deal with the lawsuit between Abdullah Sheth 
and his cousin Tyeb Sheth Gandhi was employed in the 
preparation of Abdullah’s case for the attorney, who accept- 
ed some things and rejected others The attorney then 
briefed the counsel, who accepted some parts of the presenta- 
tion and rejected others Gandhi says that this practical 
work was for him an education in the law, as well as in 
book-keepmg, translation, and other tasks 

He was, however, set upon an amiable solution of the 
problem as he saw the fees mounting and the expenses 
accumulating Patiently and well he worked on Tyeb 
Sheth, the fnendly enemy, and upon the vanous counsel, 
until he was able to get their consent to the appointment of 
an arbitrator, the case was argued, and Gandhi’s client won 
It was then his self-appointed task to persuade Abdullah, 
life employer, to allow payment of the claun m instalments, 
and to persuade the proud Tyeb Sheth to agree He says 
that if the whole sum had been exacted at once, Tyeb would 
have been bankrupt He had his way the instalment 
system over a long period of years was adopted, and the 
peaceful outcome was m the end a solace to both sides, 
strongly as they had resisted it It was Gandhi’s habit 
thereafter, in all his cases, to try for such peaceful settle- 
ments — a strange form of law practice, but one that suited 
his peculiar talent 

Gandhi’s year was up, and he prepared to go home after 
the case was settled It had been a momentous year not 
only in his discovenes, but also m the arousing of his 
religious consciousness He had read Tolstoy’s The 
Kingdom of God Is Within You, which penetrated Ins being 
as none of the arguments of orthodox Chnstiamty had 
succeeded in doing Tolstoy’s argument (that governments, 
police, armies, and so on would be unnecessary if men 
would live by the Sermon on the Mount) was m harmony 
with Gandhi’s natural feeling, and thou^ he had not yet 
formulated an ideal, there cannot be much doubt that 



32 


MAHATMA GANDHI — ^A GREAT LIFE IN BRIEF 


Tolstoy gave Imn a mighty push along the way toward it 
It was not until 1909 that Gandhi dared to write to Tolstoy, 
but the influence began, accordmg to his own account, in 
that first year in South Afnca The bnlliance and bitter- 
ness of Tolstoy’s attack upon Church and State, his slashmg, 
scornful descriptions of the differcnce between word and 
deed among Chnstians, must bum deep mto anybody who 
reads the book, and the power of the wnter is such that 
objections do not arise until afterwards Common sense will 
be stubborn enou^ to inquire, a day or so after one has 
finished the book, how m this world we know it can be 
possible to keep pubhc order without any fonn of police 
Tolstoy s answer — ^that if aU obeyed the teachmgs of Chnst 
all would be well — is no doubt quite true, but does not 
apply to any existing situation m human society My 
behef is that Gandhi himself, m the course of his long 
pilgrimage, learned a great deal about the obstinacy of facts, 
and that his early burmng enthusiasm for the Tolstoy doc- 
tnne was somewhat modified He said to me, two days 
before he died “Mmd you, no ordinary government can 
get along without the use of force ” 

For the youth m South Afnca, however, the blessings 
of expenence (if blessings they be) were yet to' come He 
took from Tolstoy, with the utmost eagerness, the idea tnat 
a hteral obedience to precept (the Sermon on the Mount, 
the Gitd) would extncate him from the worst of the human 
predicament The time was not far ofl when he would set 
himself to this hteral obedience to precept, this adherence 
to the texts, as if to a map and a compass 

2 

Gandhi went back to Durban and made his arrange- 
ments to go home Abdullah Sheth arranged an all-day 
farewell for him, with a good many of the Indians of 
Durban present In the course of the farewell party Gandhi 
became aware — ^by a chance paragraph in a newspaper that 
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fell under his eye — of the “Indian Fianchise Bill” of the 
Natal legislature It was a bill withdrawing the light to 
vote from Indians, and had apparently already almost 
passed Gandhi, in amazement, asked if his Indian friends 
of Durban had done nothing about it They had not They 
wcic more or less reconciled to their status, they felt that 
It was no use to struggle, they had paid httle attention to 
the matter He tried to tell them the importance of the 
franchise and the seriousness of their situation if they lost 
It Tlieir answer was a touching clamor for him to stay 
with them and tell them what to do 

Gandhi accepted for one month, on condition that they 
find the funds for a struggle against the Franchise Bill He 
himself would accept no payment for public work, but the 
costs of printing, research, law consultations, and travel must 
be paid, moreover, one man could not do all the work, 
there must be volunteers 

As ahvays when he called for volunteers, he got them 
Having agreed to delay his departure foi one month (which 
was to last for years), he flung himself into the work He 
had discovered that the young Indians born in South Africa 
were for the most part Christians and did not associate much 
with the Moslem and Hindu Indians from India He 
resolved to claim them for his work because they were 
young and to some degree educated, he actually succeeded 
in getting a good number of them to volunteer 

The first step was a telegraphed request to the Speaker 
of the Legislature to delay further debate on the Franchise 
Bill until the Indians could be heard Then there was the 
drafting and copying out of tlie petition itself, with three 
handwritten copies for the legislature and an extra one for 
the press The Speaker had given them only two days, and 
Gandhi with his volunteers worked night as well as day 
When the two days were up, the Indian petition was pre- 
sented in the legislature, read, and discussed it appeared m 
the press, it created a stir, but the Franchise Bill was passed 
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Such a last-imnute failure was of the Gandhian variety. 

It only encouraged those involved to further effort Tne 
Indians of Durban, divided into dozens of small, conflicting 
groups, had come together as one group for the first time, 
and this result was worth the failure They now decided 
on a petition to London, to the Secretary of State for the 
Colomes (Lord Ripon), which would be signed by as many 
as possible of the Indians of Natal 

This was a much bigger undertaking, for Natal was huge 
and the villages were widely scattered Gandhi’s volunteers 
had a task equal to their utmost capacity Aside from the 
central facts of Indian unity, organization, and communal 
effort, all of which were new m South Africa, the brief 
campaign brought out a number of novelties full of promise 
for the future For example, the young men born m South 
Africa, many or most of whom had become Christians, once 
alienated from the other Indians, had come out for Gandhi, 
worked for him, and followed him This may initially have 
been (and probably was) because of his London English, 
his London clothes, the fact that he was a barrister and a 
credit to the commumty, but his powers of gentle, persistent 
persuasion must have come into play already Ten thousand 
signatures were obtained to the petition m two weeks One 
thousand copies of it were prmted for distnbution in India, 
England, and elsewhere, the press was kept fully informed, 
both the Times in London and the Times of India (Bombay) 
supported the Indian claim to the vote So far as En^and 
and India were concerned, this was their first real acquaint- 
ance with the questions arising out of racial prejudice in 
South Africa 

After the excitement of the month past it proved 
impossible for Gandhi to leave Natal Too many people 
and things depended upon him The Indians of Durban 
would not let him go As he would not accept payment for 
“public work”, the merchants banded together and 
guaranteed him enough professional work as a lawj'er to 
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staj' another year It was his desire, for quite impersonal 
reasons, to live in a manner befitting a London hamster, 
to travel first-class, and to compel respect, to do +his he 
needed about three hundred pounds a year, and the sum was 
provided 

He went through a senes of difficulties before he could 
be admitted as an advocate of the Supreme Court of Natal 
Tile Law Society, made up entirely of Europeans, opposed 
his admission to the end The Chief Justice made short 
shnft of their objections, declared that the law did not dis- 
tmguish between coloured and white people, and admitted 
Gandhi to take the oath at once As soon as he had done 
so the Chief Justice said “You must now take off your 
turban, Mr Gandhi ” And this time Gandhi yielded His 
turban, which had become a kind of symbol of his resistance 
to the oppression of Indians, did not seem to him important 
enough m this juncture to risk the loss of his place at the 
court 

He proceeded at once to the formation of a permanent 
organization among the Indians and, after some discussion, 
decided to call it the Natal Indian Congress The choice of 
a name was delicate business, the Indian National Congress 
at home m India, had already begun to irk conservative and 
imperialist opinion though its activity was innocuous 
enough, and yet Gandhi felt that no other name could give 
the flavour of an all-embracing organization from which no 
Indian should be barred Such nationalism as existed m 
India w'as already firmly associated with the word 
“Congress” Therefore, although he realized that he W'as 
running counter to much conservative and even moderate 
opinion, Gandhi adopted live controversial name 

The enthusiasm at the beginning was great, and there 
was no difficulty m obtaining the necessary subscriptions 
and donations from members But those who had signed 
for contributions were not always prompt m paymg them 
and a good part of the w'ork of Gandhi and his volunteers 
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liad to be wasted on collection of suras due This, however 
he insisted upon, one of his hfelong principles was to pay 
cash and never incur debts for any form of “public work” 
This pnnciple was accompanied by another he never wished 
to have more money m hand than was necessary Between 
tliese two firm pillars — no debts and no surplus — ^lie so 
built the Natal Indian Congress that it was steadily solvent 
for at least twenty 3^ears Receipts were given for every 
sum, however small, accounts were kept with the greatest 
care “Without properly kept accounts,” G'andhi said, “it 
IS impossible to maintain tiuth m its pnstme purity” 

Meetings of the Congress were held regularly, bome- 
times once a week and never less than once a month 
Gandhi taught the members the rules of procedure — all new 
to them, of course, he was the only one who knew these 
things — and they learned eagerly A hbrary, a debatmg 
society, a special subsidiary body to bring together the 
educated young men bom m South Africa — all these were 
quickly brought mto bemg The effort to state the case for 
the Indians naturally fell principally upon Gandhi, and he 
produced at this time tw^o pamphlets for the Congress An 
Appeal to Every Buton in South Afiica and The Indian 
Fianchise — An Appeal Both went out far and wide, not 
only in South Africa, but to England and India, and evoked 
many expressions of sympathy The question was ceasing 
to be local and becoming what it really was m fact, noth 
general and fundamental 

At this stage of development the mevitable happened 
G'andhi came into contact with the larger mass of Indians 
in South Africa, the indentured labourers He had been 
aware of them all the time, but the nature of his occupations 
had kept him Irom any acquaintance with them His work 
had thrown him entirely with the prosperous merchants and 
their staffs, but what he had already done was known 
throughout the Indian population 

One day a Tamil workman, trembling and weeping. 
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appeared in his office His mouth was bleeding and two 
front teetli had been knocked out He held his turban m 
his hand deferentially — ^Mr Gandhi was a barrister ' — and 
poured forth his storj' Gandhi of course, did not under- 
stand Tamil, but his clerk was from southern India and 
translated for him The man had been severely beaten by 
his master, a \\ ell-known European Gandhi sent him to a 
doctor for a certificate of injunes, and then took him to a 
magistrate who issued a summons foi the offendmg master 

The law governing indentured labourers was severe a 
man could not leave his emploj'ment without nsking 
criminal proceedings and imprisonment It was, in fact, a 
form of slaven', mitigated by many circumstances (inclbdiuE 
the time limit) but akin to slavery in that the man had no 
freedom of action Gandhi who knew the law, did not 
wish to see the brutal European master pumshed he only 
w'anted the victim released from that particular mdenture 
and transferred if psosible to another He secured the 
agreement of the European master (who by that time was 
probably rather fnghtened) and then went to the Protector 
of Indentured Labourers, a pubhc official, who released the 
man to another mdenture Gandhi out of his slender 
acquaintance among Europeans, found a new master walhng 
to take the man 

The victim m the case was called Balasundaram, a name 
Gandhi never forgot The poor man, physically suffering 
and mentally m despair had run to Gandhi’s office because 
It was the only place he had ever heard of where a poor 
coolie from southern India might be given justice or pro- 
tection It was chance, perhaps but chance pregnant with 
consequences Balasundaram played a bnef but decisive 
part m history because he acted, all unwittingly, as the key 
to Gandhi s greater mission 

The episode was repeated and magnified, it became 
legend overnight, there was a man, actually an Indian sahib, 
a barrister, a man of the great, who did not disdain to care 
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for and to defend a poor beaten coolie The story went 
rapidly to southern India, to Madras itself and succeeding 
waves of Indian immigration were told, even before they left 
India, that Gandhi was their fnend As for Natal itself, 
the indentured labourers adopted hun at once, and streamed 
through his office from then onward Gandhi’s immense 
populanty in southern India, which actually preceded his full 
recognition m the north, came ongmally from the great legend 
(or great truth) exemplified m the story of Balasundaram 

He was himself very deeply moved Not only the 
suffermg of the labourer, but the humihty of the man — the 
fact that he held his headgear m his hand — struck deep into 
Gandhi’s heart He felt, as he had felt before, that those 
who had no help elsewhere were the people he most desired 
to help The pathos of the headgear struck him more 
particularly because he had gone through such a senes of 
mcidents concerned with his own The humihation to 
which he had objected was here accepted as natural by the 
stncken man, the defenceless Gandhi had asked hun at 
once to resume his scarf, and Balasundaram had done so 
hesitantly, but with a ^ow of pleasure Such small things 
were Gandhi’s secret power, more than his external skills 
in law or action There was no mdentured labourer in 
Natal who did not know all about this within a few days 

3 

As he conducted the campaign of the Natal Indian 
Congress and simultaneously earned his livmg at the bar, 
Gandhi contmued to pursue the rehgious mterests that had 
been aroused by the Chnstians of Pretona He contmued 
to associate with Chnstian missionary fnends, thou^ m 
Durban the chief of them (Mr Spencer Walton, head of 
the South Afncan General Mission, and his wife) made no 
attempt to convert him Chnstian books were available to 
hun m numbers, but he also began now to study his own 
rehgion more carefully than ever before His great friend 
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Raychandra, m Bombay (whom he always called Raychand 
bhai — “Brother Raychand”), was of great use and 
considerable influence by correspondence during this pencd 
(1893 — 96) and afterwards Gandhi had met Raychand on 
his return from London and had been subjugated by the 
wit, learning, and character of the man, only two or three 
years older than himself, who could simultaneously conduct 
a jewellery firm and ivnte poetry, study Hmdu Scnptures 
and read modem European hterature Raychand had the 
faculty, which must have been fairly common among the 
Brahmins of ancient tunes, the possessor of which is called 
a Shata\adhani — that is, be could remember word for word, 
syllable by syllable, whatever was said to him and could 
repeat it back, no matter m what order or m what language 
It was by this method, of course, that the Brahmins pre- 
served the Hindu Scnptures through the many long 
centunes before the mvention of ivntmg — ^by comphcated 
techmcal feats of acrostic, mverted order, and the like, 
guaranteeing that the sacred words (which were a Brahmm 
secret and (he basis of Brahmm dommion) would never be 
lost from memory Gandhi’s fascmation with Raychandra’s 
extraordinary personahty had been keen in their actual 
meetmgs m Bombay, it became a strong devotion, almost 
a pupil-teacher devotion, durmg the years m South Afnua 
when Raychand counselled him by letter 

Under that counsel he read some of the Hmdu Scrip- 
tures (m English, of course), particularly the Upanishads 
m a translation put out by the Theosoplucal Society He 
read Max Muller and some other writers on India, there 
were some vernacular books in Gujarati on religious 
subjects His regard for his own rehgion and his desire to 
know more of it were growmg At the same tune he read 
more books on Islamic subjects, Washmgton Irvmg’s Life 
of Mahomet bemg one And those pamphlets or polemical 
works which Tolstoy had been pounng out — The Gospel in 
Brief and What to Do were two of them. What Is Art ^ 
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came a jear later — ^\vere almost as important as any Scnp- 
ture to Gandhi Oddly enough he neA’er discovered, 
throughout his life, how much Tolstoy was a hterai}' 
phenomenon — ^liow little Tolstoy really signified in the action 
of life the enactment of precept, the domg of the thing 
thought Gandhi was simple-mmded If a man said that 
the Sermon on the Moimt was the one smgle rule, he 
believed that to this man it was the one smgle rule He 
endeavoured thereafter, m mcrcasmg degree, to make it so 
for himself He never found out that the man who made 
the preachment could not himself obey it He seems always 
to have assumed the total smeenty of others as he extended 
the areas of hteral smeenty m himself Thus he came in 
the end to the essential error of all great souls “I am a 
creature of nothing devoid of special faculties for achieve- 
ment and yet I can do it, therefore why can all others not 
do it*^ What I, poor limited creature, can do — in discip- 
linary resolutions, that is — ^must be much easier for others, 
or at least as easy ” This was his greatest fallac}', and the 
measure of his failure m South Afnca, India, and the world 
He thought all others could do what he did, because m 
fact he thought all others were superior to him m capacity 
to do thmgs This error was fatal it p^uts hun with 
Socrates the Lord Gautama Buddha, and the Lord Jesus of 
Nazareth, the three most spectacular failures known m 
human history All of them beheved that other men could 
do what they did They were w'rong, and so was Gandhi 
He had now^ completed three 3'ears in South Afnca, and 
it w^as quite apparent that he would have to stay a long time 
if he hoped to bnng to any good result the work that he 
had imtiated He made a compact with his Moslem fnends 
in Durban the}^ would permit hun to go home to India 
to collect his family and his possessions, such as they were, 
and to come back on the same terms as before He picked 
two deAoted volunteers to run the Natal Indian Congress 
dimng his absence and set sail for Bombay 



CHAPTER THREE 
SATYAGRAHA 

On the way to India, Gandhi quite characteristically 
studied two Indian languages, Tamil and Urdu, which he 
felt he ought to know, and both of them from oi with 
British ohicers of the ship At all stages of his life British 
people instinctively liked him, tried to make friends with 
him, helped him in all his efforts He reciprocated the 
fechngs, and it may truthfully be said that the Bntish never 
had m all tlieir wondrous history a more loyal and loving 
rebel than G'andhi He did not learn Tamil, but he got 
to the point where he could read it quite easily, Urdu came 
uith less difficulty, but he never got it nghfc either, in spite 
of some years in jad afterwards when he had ample 
opportumty for study 

In India he did his best — aside from his domestic 
arrangements about moving the family to South Africa — 
to make known to all the questions that now mterested him 
He began by writing a pamphlet on the Indians m 
Soutli Africa, it had a green cover and was thereafter known 
as the Green Pamphlet Copies went to every newspaper 
in India and England, to every person of importance in the 
Indian National Congress, to officials, and to persons 
assumed to be interested It made a great stir and ivas 
commented upon editonally by the newspapers in both 
countnes Reuters sent a summary to London, and their 
London office sent an even briefer summary to Natal — ^for 
which Gandhi was to pay by much peril and anguish 

He sent out these pamphlets (one thousand of them) 
by means of volunteers in his own native place, Rajkot, but 
in this case he made use of small children It was the first 
lime he had thought of askmg children to do this kind of 
work Later on he was to rely upon them repeatedly for 
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such enterprises, they were eager, happy to do it, and felt 
themselves made important by trymg 

At this moment there was an outbreak of plague m 
Bombay, and Gandhi volunteered his services, as usual, thus 
making his first acquamtance with latrmes and samtary 
arrangements m Indian houses He found, on his inspection 
tours, that the houses of the well-to-do were less sanitary 
than those of the very poor, and m particular of the 
untouchables, whom he saw now for the first time in their 
own homes Gandhi’s descnptions of the latrmes and 
urmaJs of some upper-class houses are to be read now with 
amazement . it does not seem possible that Hmdus of the 
hipest caste could live, eat, and sleep m such a perpetual 
stench, and yet he saw and smelled for himself 

He also met fnends who would be useful thereafter, 
especially in Bombay — Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, the great 
Bombay lawyer, and other Parsees and Hmdus of note 
The prmcipal one, the one who had most influence upon 
him, was Gokhale, the head of the Indian National Congress, 
who welcomed him as a son Gokhale was by all accounts 
a very remarkable man, and without his spadework, his 
fundamental organization of the Indian consciousness, it is 
possible that Gandhi could not have fulfilled his own 
rmssion In any case the mstmctive communication of the 
two men, wide apart m age, was immediate, and Gandhi ever 
afterwards referred to Gokhale as his “political guru”, his 
master in aU those matters which had to do with public work 
There was a visit to Madras wild enthusiasm The 
story of Balasundaram had been spread throu^out the 
Taiml and Telugu country Gandhi was the protector of 
the slave labourers of South Atnca, most of whom had come 
from the provmce of Madras He could not speak to these 
people in their own language, but was obhged to use 
English, as he did for many decades thereafter m southern 
India But, said he, “What bamer is there that love cannot 
break 
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In Bengal it was different Gandhi had to wait for 
hours to see important editors or persons who could help 
the Indians of South Afnca The fact was that scarcely 
any Bengahs — ^perhaps not even one — ^had gone to South 
Africa, so that the question seemed very remote from the 
offices m Calcutta As usual, Gandhi found an En^shman 
(Mr Saunders, editor of The Englishman) who espoused 
his cause, gave him office room and space m the news- 
paper and everythmg he required for the presentation of 
his case But then his six months’ leave came to an end, 
and cablegrams from Durban urged him to return He left 
Calcutta for Bombay, collected his wife, two sons, and a 
nephew, and set sail m December 1896 to return to South 
Africa 


2 

Gandhi teUs us how he dressed his wife and children 
on tbs journey He wanted to compel the Europeans to 
respect Indians as Indians Even at that tune he cared 
htde or nothing about himself, but he regarded himself 
as representative of the commumty, almost a symbol of the 
strug^e (as mdeed he was), and therefore he wanted to 
represent His wife and cbldren could not reaUy dress 
as Europeans, but they could dress as Parsees, wbch was 
the nearest thmg m India to European Tbs meant coat, 
trousers, and shoes for the boys, a Parsee san and shoes 
and stockmgs for poor Kasturbai None of them had ever 
worn shoes before, and it was a great pam their toes got 
sore and the stockings smelled of perspuration, offensive to 
them Gandb also made them use the kmfe and the fork, 
which always do seem (even today) an abommation to 
Indians who wish to eat with clean hands 

The boat belonged to Abdullah Sheth’s firm and made 
strai^t from Bombay to Durban, takmg only ei^teen days 
instead of the six weeks of the precedmg voyage At 
Durban it was delayed for quarantme there had been 
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cholera in Bombay This was comprehensible, of course, 
but dunng the five extra days ordered by the doctors 
(ei^teen of the voyage, five m quarantme) qmte different 
themes began to be heard It was not merely that twenty- 
three days were required for cholera to develop It seemed 
that Mr Gandhi was the pomt at issue 

The Natal white people (and I cannot make out from 
the evidence what the Government of Natal was domg, if it 
was domg anythmg) had made up their mmds that Gandhi 
was a trouble-maker and should not be permitted to land 
They wanted him and all the persons on his ship and on 
another ship that anchored at the same tune, also full of 
Indians, to return to India at once Dunng the five days 
of quarantme some agents of the White associations went 
among the passengers of the two ships saymg if you return 
to India you may possibly get your passage money back, 
but if you insist on staying here you will be shoved mto 
the sea Gandhi counteracted this as best he could by 
moving among the passengers and tellmg them to be calm 
and wait 

An ultunatum was served on the passengers at Christmas 
they would return to India or run the nsk of death All, 
without exception, said that they stuck to their nght to land 
at Port Natal — a matter of prmciple in which Gandhi had 
had ample tune to mstruct them 

Gandhi was the cause of the trouble, as became amply 
evident when they landed When there was no further legal 
excuse for keeping the ships outside, they were authorized to 
enter the harbour and disembark their passengers Gandhi, 
however, was a very special case A message came aboard 
from the English lawyer for the Abdullah firm, saying that 
Gandhi and his wife and children should not attempt to 
get off the boat until it got dark, as feelmg was excited 
against him He agreed to this 

Then another of the Abdullah lawyers, a man named 
Laughton, came to Gandhi and said that it would be best 
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for Mrs Gandhi and the children to disembark, take a 
carnage, and go straight to the house of the Indian fnend 
(Rustomji) wth whom they were supposed to lodge 
G'andhi himself should take his chances on foot Gandln 
agreed to this too 

Fmally he was allowed to get off the boat His wife and 
children had dnven without mcident to Rustomji’s house 
Gandhi got off with Mr Laughton and walked a few feet, 
upon winch some rowdy youths started shouting “Gandhi' 
Gandhi and a crowd quickly assembled Mr Laughton 
summoned a rickshaw (a form of conveyance of which 
Gandln thoroughly disapproved), but the nckshaw boy was 
fn^tened off by abuse and took to his heels Gandhi and 
Mr Laughton went on walking They were beset by the 
crowd and separated (this was m broad dayhght), and 
Gandhi was showered with stones, bnckbats, and rotten 
eggs His turban was tom off and he was severely beaten 
and kicked by the mob Then, as was always Ins case, an 
English person saved him — in this case Mrs Alexander, the 
wife of the Superintendent of Police She knew Gandm, 
and, seeing a httle man beaten agamst an iron railmg where 
he was chnging, half-conscious, while the hoodlums assailed 
him, she calmly stood beside him and opened up her 
umbrella between the mob and G'andhi and herself Tlie 
umbrella was stnctly symbolic, but everybody m the mob 
knew Mrs Alexander and nobody dared attack her Gandhi 
was safe 

Alexander, the Pohee Supenntendent, arrived in time 
and got Gandhi off to Rustomji’s house under guard, but 
there agam a mob formed with the plain intention of 
lynching him This tune Alexander got him out of the 
house by the back way, disguised as a pohee constable, 
and meanwhile held the mob in leash by singing to them 
Hang old Gandhi 
On the sour apple tree 
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For two or three days thereafter Gandhi was kept in the 
pohce station under guard, but when the storm blew over, 
It was found that m reahty it had benefited him None 
of the accusations against him was true The white people 
thought he had brou^t over all the Indians on both the 
ships in the harbour he had had nothmg to do with their 
nugration, and m any case most of them were old residents 
of Africa who had been to India on a visit The whites 
also blamed Gandhi for a very bnef and rmsleadmg article, 
sent by Reuters from India to England and thence to South 
Afnca, which gave a distorted version of what he had said 
of conditions m Natal When all this was cleared up, a 
sense of justice prevailed and Gandhi was more esteemed 
than ever among the Natal whites He himself beheved 
that his subsequent work was aided, rather than hmdered, 
by the episode 


3 

He was at a very curious transition just at the end of 
the mneteenth century He was physically very lustful (two 
of his sons were bom m South Afnca, and one he delivered 
himself because the doctor was late) Yet he had begun 
to think and feel that he could not fulfil his appointed tasks 
unless he abstamed totally from sexual intercourse This 
idea, very deep in Hinduism, is embodied m the word 
brdlimachaiya, “the learmng of God”, by which is meant 
self-control and an abnegation of sensual appetite 
Bralunacharya is recommended to all Hindus at the begm- 
nmg and at the end of their hves (the first and last of the 
four ages of man) Gandhi knew httle of Hmdmsm, but 
this idea began to haunt him 

Furthermore, his ideas of his pubhc duty were in a 
state that cannot be called confused, but must be regarded 
as evolvmg slowly His loyalty to the Bntish Raj was 
intense (“G'od save the Queen *”) and remained so until 
the great rebelhous days of the 1920’s When the Boer 
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War came — ^it was inevitable and had been m preparation 
for years— Gandhi felt a general sympathy for the Boers, 
but an over-rulmg loyalty to England It was hardly even 
a conflict for him — ^he did not think that his instinctive 
sympathy for the Boers made any difference the important 
thing was his bom, sworn and felt loyalty to England Thus 
he organized and led an Indian medical corps (over one 
thousand men), which served with distinction, even under 
fiire on some occasions (as at Spion Kop), and received the 
thanks of the highest authorities The episode served to 
strengthen the prestige and therefore the bargammg position 
of the Indians m South Afnca, but, as usual, this result 
was incidental to Gandhi’s ongmal desire to give loyal service 
Medical service was, as a matter of fact, congenial to 
Gandhi and remained one of his preoccupations He had 
started by nursmg his own children, medically speakmg, and 
by actually delivenng one of them Then he found himself 
able to give two hours a day to a free hospital in which 
many poor Indians were treated His hfelong mterest m 
nursmg thus arose naturally and gradually, so that when the 
war came he was psychologically ready for what he had to 
do He always gave first importance to these tasks, and 
in later days was quite capable of keepmg a whole cabmet 
or a whole empire waiting while he took care of a poor 
leper In fact, some of his “miracles” (hke all legend- 
creators or legend-centres, Gandhi had many miracles 
attributed to him) came from his simple nursmg techniques 
In the case of a httle girl who had been pronounced dead 
and whom he restored to hfe, years later m India, he said 
with some aspenty “Miracle ^ Nonsense ' I merely gave 
the child an enema” Givmg enemas, applying bandages 
and poultices, canng for the sick in every way imaginable 
were parts of what he felt to be his ]ob There is no doubt 
whatever that his gentle voice, his great long tender hands, 
and his simple, natural affection for all creatures had some- 
thing to do with the generally fortunate results of his nursmg 
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He could give comfort and peace even when he most lacked 
it hunself 

And he did lack it Brahmacharya was by no means 
easy for him It took him years to achieve He began to 
try, by self-control and without formal vows, m 1901 after 
the Boer War was over He did not feel strong enough to 
laice the final vow until 1906, which means that for five 
years he repeatedly failed to overcome his sexual desires 
This battle winch so many great and good men have 
engaged upon throu^ the centuries, was perhaps harder for 
Gandhi than for anybody else we can easily remember St 
Augustine was, by companson, a very poor second (He 
prayed for chastity, but “Not yet. Lord, not yet and was 
comfortably ensconced with a mistress at the very time when 
his mother was arrangmg his marnage) Ongen castrated 
himself This Gandhi would have abhorred as he abhorred 
every interference with nature But he did profoundly feel 
that the spmt within him demanded a release from physical 
bondage, that he must overcome the desme of the body, and 
that only m such a release could his work be done In this 
he does not seem to have been influenced particularly by 
Hindu Scriptures, though innumerable texts advocate 
biahmachmya It seems to have been by his own nature’s 
law — and he found the texts afterwards At the very 
beginning of the struggle he told his poor, faithful Kasturbai, 
who had (by his oivn account) suffered so much from the 
excesses of his lust, and she agreed that he should make the 
attempt Perhaps it was a rehef to her At all events she 
must have been sure, as he declared so often, that his 
sexual nature was entirely concentrated upon her, and that 
he had never been unfaithful 


4 

After the Boer War was over, Gandhi again returned 
to India He wanted it to be a defimtive return— he felt 
that he had been away long enough — ^but his friends of the 
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Natal Indian Congress exacted from him a pledge that if 
they needed hun again, he would come back to them In 
the senes of farewells given him, many expensive presents 
were bestowed upon him, all because he had worked for 
the community without pay His conscience irked him over 
these gifts, some of which were extremely valuable, and he 
resolved to put them into a bank as a trust fund to support 
pubhc work for tlie Indians in case of need Kasturbai was 
very hard to persuade on this count, but as he had the 
children on his side he eventually won, and the objects of 
gold and diamonds were all put m trust Later on he was 
grateful for the ease with which he could raise money on 
these gifts in cases of emergency 

In India his first interest was to attend the 1901 meeting 
of the Indian National Congress at Calcutta This body, 
a curiosity m pohtical history, was then sixteen years old 
It had been founded by an Englishman, Allan Octavian 
Hume, who was its Secretary until 1907 Lord Dulferin, 
the Viceroy of the tune, had actually wished to strengthen 
die Congress by making it more Indian, by asking Indians 
to preside over it and organize it Its purposes were social 
and political it was to canahze the nsing nationalism of the 
Indians, both Hindu and Moslem, into ways of modera- 
tion and legality It was to do what it could for the general 
welfare and to express, as much as possible, the wishes of 
the country As illiteracy was then very widespread (well 
above the ninety per cent registered in later years), the 
inevitable result was that the Congress became an assembly 
of imddle-class intellectuals, lawyers, merchants, and the 
like, who spoke for India in a notably timid and circums- 
pect manner Even so, it was the only national association 
that could speak for India at all, and Gandhi felt it to be 
the “life blood” of the country The meeting of 1901 was 
his initiation beyond a doubt he was incapable of realizing 
then what an instrument the Congress was to become m 
his own hands 
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His mam purpose was to present a resolution m support 
of the Indians of South Afnca But he had two or three 
days, first, to appreciate the physical difBculties of a vast 
meetmg of his fellow countrymen The lack of sanitation 
distressed him, and he would have cleaned the latnnes 
himself if It had been possible, as it was, he contented himself 
with cleamng the one particular latnne that he was 
usmg He did clerical work as a volunteer and kept his 
eyes and ears open Much displeased him, and yet he felt 
a thnll of excitement at the thought of being present m a 
truly national assembly When it came time to read his 
own resolution, it was late, all resolutions were passed 
unanimously anyhow, few persons hstened to him or cared 
what was m the resolution, it went through without a 
dissenting vote because Gokhale, the great man of the 
Congress, had read and approved it 

After the Congress meeting Gandhi spent a month as 
Gokhale’s guest He was to remember this to the end 
There were both good and bad m this month of Calcutta 
Through Gokhale, Gandhi met many eminent persons to 
whom he could preach his gospel of help for the Indians 
of South Afnca, and he felt that this was abundantly useful 
But on one occasion he went to the Temple of Kah, and 
was horrified at the blood sacrifice that took place there 
The sheep or the Iamb, he felt, was life even as the human 
being was life He never reconciled hunself to blood 
sacrifice and did his best to brmg it to an end m India 
Fmally, after a bnef visit to Rangoon, he said his fare- 
wells to Gokhale and started for Bombay For the first 
time, he wished to travel third-class m order to study the 
conditions of the Indian poor Indian third-class then 
was incredibly dirty, overcrowded, and unsanitary Gokhale 
did his best to dissuade Gandhi from this experiment 
but without success The httle man had a tremendous 
obstinacy when he had made up his mmd He wanted to 
stop m four or five places, mcludmg Benares, and travelled 
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by ordinary trams between them Now, too, for the first 
time, he adopted ordmary Indian clothmg, the shirt and 
dhoti, or wrapped skirt 

He recorded his shock at the conditions he found From 
then on, whenever he was in India, with an mterruption 
caused by his senous ifiness m 1918-19, he tried to travel 
third-class, partly as a protest agamst the conditions there 
and partly to inform himself of them In later years the 
governmental authorities (both Bntish and, later, Indian) 
went to great lengths to ensure cleanhness and decorum on 
any third-class carnage that Gandhi used His ashes were 
eventually transported to the confluence of the sacred nvers 
m a special tram made up entirely of third-class carnages 

In Benares, Gandhi was irritated, repelled, and m fact 
made downnght angry by the dirt and money-grubbmg he 
found around the temples, above all the Kashi Vishvanath 
(the Temple of the Master of the World) The dirty httle 
lanes leading to the temple, the rubbishy little shops, the 
general atmosphere of paltry profiteermg, disgusted hun 
He was to go to Benares afterwards, but only after he had 
become Mahatma and was revered by the multitude Even 
then, years later, Benares repelled him 

He went to see Annie Besant, who had been ill and 
was only just convalscent This bnlhant and extraordmary 
creature had made her way through sociahsm and various 
other beliefs into theosophy, but in so domg had performed 
a genume service to India by arousmg the interest of young 
people m the hterature and tradition of their own past 
She used to make lecture tours aU over India, and although 
as an Enghshwoman she might have been supposed to belong 
to the colomal oppressor’s baihwick, she was m fact 
an important influence m the Indian renaissance, the revival 
of an awareness of India’s glory Gandhi had deep respect 
for her for these reasons, thou^ he was not himself then 
or at any other time a member of the Theosophical Society 

Back m Bombay he tried to return to the bar, but it 
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was not to be The Indians of South Afnca needed him 
and sent an urgent cablegram Joseph Chamberlain was 
conung to South Africa, Gandhi must “return immediately” 
He had given his pledge on leavmg Durban, and now he 
had no choice This time he took with him four or five 
young men who wanted to go and might be useful m lus 
work there Among these was his second cousm Maganlal 
Gandhi, who was to prove one of the most useful lieutenants 
in the great struggle now about to begin 

Gandhi arrived in Durban just m tune to draw up the 
paper and present it Chamberlain had come to Afnca to 
get a big monetary gift and to reconcile, if possible, the 
lately embattled British and Boers He had short shnft for 
the Indians, declared that the government m London could 
not control the self-governing colomes, and advised the 
Indians to “placate” the Europeans if they wished to live 
in Africa at aU 

From Natal it was necessary for Gandhi to go immediately 
to the Transvaal, where Chamberlam was due next, and do 
the same thing for the Transvaal Indian commumty The 
Transvaal, smartmg under defeat, was a far router and 
tougher country for an Indian than Natal In the first place, 
Indians could not get a permit to enter the country without 
much exercise of influence and (in many cases) heavy 
bnbery The ravages of war had been severe, and the 
Bntish conquerors had brought in a whole new set of ofiicers 
from India, Ceylon, and elsewhere, who were new to 
the country and operated m an autocratic manner Gandhi 
got his permit by askmg his old fnend Pohce Supermtendent 
Alexander, who had once saved his life Butin Pretoria 
he found that the new Asiatic Office (manned by Bntish 
officers from India) was adamant agamst him he would 
not be permitted to see Chamberlain or take any part in 
the affair, and m fact his permit to enter the Transvaal 
was questioned He drew up the petition and had it read 
to Chamberlain by another Indian barnster, a Christian 
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But what he saw m the Transvaal in a few days made 
him feel that the Indians there needed him far more than 
did the Indians of Natal He resolved to stay, to set up 
offices as a hamster in Johannesburg, and to give as much 
time as he could to the protection of the Indians To his 
surprise the Law Society of the Transvaal made no objection 
(he was, of course, the only Indian) and the Supreme 
Court adnntted hmi quite tranquilly as an advocate 

His first task was to expose the shameless way m winch 
the Indians were being fleeced for re-entry permits Many 
had left the Transvaal dunng the war, to come back they 
were compelled to pay large sums, up to one hundred 
pounds each, for the permit Gandhi patiently collected 
the evidence and then took it to the Pohce Commissioner 
A tnal ensued in wluch the guilty officers were acquitted 
by a jur}', but after such a thorough exposure that the 
abuses came to an end and the officers themselves were 
dismissed from their employ In this respect the Indians 
enjoyed relief and Gandhi’s prestige as their protector, 
already great, rose to new levels 

Gradually Gandhi’s system of hving began to be 
patnarchal, even though he was m fact only in his early 
thirties He took his office clerks to hve with him, along 
with the young men he had brought from India and also, 
from tune to time, various Englishmen and other Europeans 
whom he wished to know better He was sunphfymg his 
existence m every way possible, materially speakmg, and 
these visitors or guests had to conform to the rules of the 
house He was up every morning at six (which he seemed 
to regard as a sinfully late hour), and he had learned from 
some book to skip breakfast as bemg unnecessary, he was 
now hecommg not only a vegetamn, but a strict dietician 
with a hkmg for experiment It was just at this time, in 
Johannesburg, that he embarked on the diet of fruit and 
nuts which sustamed him for a good many years thereafter 
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His rehgious interests were deepening, and he never ceased 
to read books on Hinduism at this tune 

Among his helpers two European guls were pre-emment 
The first was Miss Dick, a Scottish gul who had 
just come to South Afnca and who declared herself 
qmte wilhng to work for an Indian Gandhi found her 
mvaluable, and was happy to give her away m marriage 
when she became Mrs MacDonald Next came Miss 
Schlesm, a South Afncan girl of German ongm, afterwards 
a teacher m the pubhc schools She was frank, impetuous, 
and smcere, and at a tune when Gandhi and almost all 
his co-workers were m jail she ran the whole Indian move- 
ment herself, practically smgiehanded Gandhi esteemed 
her work more hi^y &an that of almost any other of his 
followers She refused to accept more than ten pounds a 
month and grew angry when he tned to raise her pay She 
came to him at the age of seventeen and stayed throu^out 
the days of turmoil 

The next step was the foundation of a weekly journal, 
Indian Opinion, started m 1904, in which for the next ten 
years Gandhi poured out his thou^t and feelmg on all the 
subjects of interest to the Lidian commumty He was 
neither the proprietor nor the editor, but a great part of his 
eammgs as a barrister went into the support of the paper, 
and it was known throughout South Afnca that he wrote 
the editorials He was himself convinced that his success 
in South Afnca — and satyagiaha itself, voluntary sacrifice — 
became possible only throu^ the existence of this news- 
paper He received an enormous mail from all parts of 
the country as a result of what he wrote, and that his words 
were so widely read was to prove vital in the subsequent 
development At first the paper came out m Engfish, 
Gujarati, Tamil, and Hmdi, but Gandhi soon became aware 
that only the first two of these were really read, and the 
editions were then, at his insistence, reduced to Enghsh and 
Gujarati, both of which were native languages to him 
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Indian Opinion was his pnmaiy mstrumeut m the struggle 
for the next ten years 

His unmediate task m "pubhc work” was the defence of 
the poor Indians, most of them indentured labourers who had 
served out their time, against dispossession of then land The 
“coohe location”, outside Johannesburg, was dirty and 
neglected m the same way that Negro quarters are frequently 
neglected m the Amencan South The mumcipahty did 
nothmg for the “coohe location”, and then, perceivmg the 
dangers to general health from this state of aSans, proceeded 
to destroy the “location” and dispossess the Indian settlers 

Gandhi was the lawyer for practically every Indian thus 
dispossessed He tned some seventy cases and lost only 
one The Indians involved, all illiterates, came to regard 
him as their greatest fnend, and he was pleased beyond 
measure when they took to callmg him bhat (“brother”) 
This remained his usual appellation m South Afnca, and 
one he chenshed beyond others — ^he never, in fact, reconciled 
lumself to the word “Mahatma”, and was only less 
hostile to the appellation Bapu (“Father”), which was 
umversally used in his old age 

While he was m the midst of the htigation for the Indian 
quarters, there came an outbreak of the black plague — 
pneumomc plague, worse than bubomc It arose in the 
gold-mining area, where the workers were mostly native 
Afncan Negroes But there were also Indians among them, 
of whom twenty three came down with the plague one 
everung The “coohe location” was overcrowded to a 
dangerous degree, and when Gandhi heard what had 
happened, he moved mto the distnct at once, taking with 
him the four Indian boys who worked m his office They 
broke into an unoccupied house, transferred all the plague 
patients there, and set up an improvised — and quarantined — 
hospital, with Dr Wilham Godfrey as their physician In 
spite of the rapidity of the plague’s progress, they got all 
their patients throu^ the mght 
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On the next day the mumcipahty of Johannesburg gave 
G'andhi an empty warehouse as a hospital' for the stncken 
Indians, the patients were all moved there It was usual to 
give brandy to plague patients at regular mtervals Gandhi 
did not approve, and did not, m fact, beheve that the 
brandy made any difference He found three patients 
wilhng to try his own methods of cure — “earth and water” 
was his great discovery just then To these three he 
devoted himself, applymg wet-earth poultices to their heads 
and chests throu^ the critical penod Two of the three 
hved The third died — ^but so did all the other ti^'enty 
who were bemg treated with brandy 

The municipal nurse, a woman sent m on the second 
day, was not allowed by Gandhi to touch the Indian patients 
for fear of givmg her the contagion Yet she got it a day 
or so later and died m a very short time Neither Gandhi 
nor his four assistants, who were m close contact with the 
patients, suffered any consequences at all (This strange 
immumty was to be repeated on numerous occasions 
throughout his life, when he nursed patients m cholera, 
leprosy, and other emmently contagious diseases ) Gandhi 
himself, althou^ without any scientific explanation for his 
immunity to contagion, tended to beheve that it came in part 
from his extremely hght diet m times of such danger 

The Indian survivors (two) were moved to a plague 
hospital seven miles from Johannesburg, and Gandhi’s 
emergency service came to an end 

It was just at this time, m the rmdst of the epidemic, 
that he acquired the devoted services of Mr Albert West, 
an Enghsh vegetanan whom he had met in the diet 
restaurant they both frequented Mr West had a prmtmg 
press, which gave Gandhi the idea that perhaps he would 
be willin g to take charge of the Indian Opinion press at 
Durban West agreed, and remained an mvaluable co- 
worker for the whole tune Gandhi was m South Africa 
Now the Johannesburg authonties decided that for the 
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protection of the whole city the “coohe location”, as a 
plague danger, would have to be burned to the ground 
Tlie Indian population was to be moved to tents in the 
great plain about thirteen miles away Gandhi gave the 
mumcipahty his full support m this project, and because the 
Indians, even against their will, were accustomed to follow- 
ing his advice, the deed was done without disturbance 
The poor Indians were in a great fn^t, and as they (as 
illiterates) never had any deahngs with a bank, they wanted 
to give all their savings to Gandhi They had saved pennies- 
and silver coins mostly, and had buried them in the ground 
It was now necessaiy' to dismter their treasures and deliver 
them to their only friend, who accepted the trust with some 
misgivmgs A very large sum, £. 60,000, came into his^ 
possession m this way He gave a receipt for each sum, 
then had the coins disinfected and deposited them m his 
own bank Later on he was able to persuade a good many 
of the Indians to convert these emergency deposits into 
permanent ones, so that the uses of the bank gradually made 
some headway The day after the “coohe location” had 
been evacuated it was burned down by the police 

The Indians m their camp on the plains were merry 
again after a day’s uncertainty, Gandhi rode out to see them 
every day on his bicycle, and it was his impression that the 
open air did them good 

5 

Mr West on arrival m Durban found that the affairs of 
Indian Opinion were not at all what Gandhi had understood 
them to be The paper was not making a profit at all as 
far as West could tell, but the bookkeepmg had been done 
with such negligence that he could not be sure whether he 
was going to face a profit or a loss Gandhi, startled at 
this, determined to go to Natal himself On this journey 
from Johannesburg to Durban he read one of the most 
decisive books of his life, John Ruskin’s Unto This LasU 
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Gandhi read it with mounting excitement He had at last 
found a text that was — to his always practical mmd — 
practically a bluepnnt for what he most wished to do 
Before he got ojff the tram at Durban he was already resolv- 
ed to put It mto practice at once Gandhi’s ovra words on 
the Unto This Last occur in his autobiography, at the end 
of the eighteenth chaptei 

I beheve (he says) that I discovered some of 
my deepest convictions reflected in this great book 
of Ruskm, and that is why it so captured me and 
made me transform my life A poet is one who 
can call forth the good latent in the human breast 
Poets do not influence all alike, for everj^one is 
not evolved in an equal measure 

The teaching of Unto This Last I understood 
to be 

1 That the good of the individual is contamed 
m the good of all 

2 That a lawyer’s work has the same value as 
the barber’s, inasmuch as all have the same 
nght of earmng their livehhood from their 
work 

3 That a life of labour, i e the life of tiller of 
the soil and the handicraftsman, is the hfe 
worth hving 

The first of these I knew The second I had 
dimly realized The third had never occurred to 
me Unto This Last made it as clear as daylight 
for me that the second and third were contained 
m the first I arose with the dawn, ready to 
reduce these prmciples to practice 
Gandhi’s pecuhar mixture of idealism and practicahty 
took from the book what he most needed, what most smted 
Ms inner nature — and, specifically, the idea of co-operative 
labour As soon as he got off the tram m Durban he told 
Ms loyal fnend Mr West that he wanted to move Indian 
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Opinion to a farm — staff, presses, and all — where every- 
body would have a fixed work contnbution and a fixed 
monetary allowance, equal for all He hit upon three 
poimds per month as the sum that every person would 
receive, regardless of race or nationality As there were 
about a dozen men involved m Indian Opinion, there was 
no unanimity m the matter, some wanted to stay in Durban, 
to some the idea of co-operative labour made no immediate 
appeal To these Gandhi offered the chance to come in 
later if they liked the settlement 

Within two days he had arranged the matter and 
advertised for a tract of land near Durban Within a week 
he had bought it — Phoenix, fourteen miles from Durban, 
was the railway station, and one hundred acres were for 
sale Gandhi got the lot for one thousand pounds (backed 
in this, as m other “pubhc work”, by his fnends among the 
Moslem merchants) Within a month he had built a big 
shed for the prmting press, usmg volunteer labour from 
among Indian masons and carpenters who had been in his 
nursing corps durmg the Boer War, and materials supplied 
for nothing by the merchants 

From then on, Indian Opinion continued to be pubhshed 
at the Phoenix Settlement, vv'hich became the center of 
Gandhi’s activity in Natal He tned to get some of his 
relatives and followers to ]om the cooperative settlement, 
but a good many of them were making money in business 
and did not relish the thou^t of givmg it up One who 
did come and proved abundantly skillful as a handicrafts- 
man and ever loyal as a disciple was Maganlal Gandhi, the 
second cousin who had come out from India on the last tnp 
The first issue of Indian Opinion from the settlement 
was pnnted by hand because the oil engme refused to work 
at the last mmute Gandhi mobilized not only his own 
staff, but the Indian volunteer carpenters, and in relays of 
four men throughout the night the press was worked by a. 
handwheel We are entitled to suspect that he rather 
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enjoyed this victory oE the human bemg over the machine 
Indeed, after some time, the settlement deliberately gave up 
the use of the oil engine and prmted the paper regularly by 
hand-wheel 

The land around the settlement was divided up into 
plots of three acres each, and each member of the coopera- 
tive was responsible for the cultivation of his own plot. 
Huts of corrugated iron were built, not because they were 
wanted (Gandhi would have preferred thatched cottages of 
mud or brick), but because they were quick and cheap 
Every member of the commumty learned to set type and 
work the pnntmg press, so that there was a plentiful supply 
of labour for the paper Gandhi descnbes himself as the 
dunce of the commumty so far as typesetting was concerned, 
but his cousin Maganlal became a really expert compositor 

He was obliged to return to Johannesburg as soon as 
the Phoenix Settlement had been well started Throughout 
these years, in fact, he had one foot in the Transvaal and 
one in Natal, a position difficult to maintain 

The hour of Gandhi’s renunciation (his rather gradual 
renunciation) was at hand No doubt the Zulu War, like 
everything else, had something to do with it, as did Ruskm, 
Tolstoy, Jesus, Buddha, and the Hmdu Scnptures The 
moment the Zulu “rebelhon’ broke out in Natal, Gandhi 
offered his services with an Indian ambulance corps, and 
to his astomshment, the Governor of Natal accepted at once 
(no doubt lemembenng the service given in the Boer War) 
In actual fact Gandhi’s sympathies were with the Zulus, but 
he felt his loyalty to the British Empire to override every- 
thing else He organized a corps of twenty-four Indian 
volunteers, who served through the Zulu War, and to his 
delight their task was to care for wounded or sick or mjured 
Zulus 

Somehow the conflict set up in his mind by the Zulu 
War (his sympathy for the Natal natives and his loyalty to 
the Raj) worked itself out into a personal dilemma 
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brahmachaiya For some years he had been endeavouring, 
by every normal or ordinary means, to control his sexual 
appetites Much of his dietary expenmentation was related 
to this effort Now he felt that the time had come to take 
the vow of chastity for the rest of his hfe He discussed it 
with his co-workers and followers, many or most of whom 
were willing to take the vow with him (His co-workers 
did not always fulfill their vows, but Gandhi never broke 
one in his life ) For Gandhi the vow meant not only 
chastity of the body, but punfication of the mmd, and he 
struggled for years to exclude from his conscious or un- 
conscious mmd every indication of bodily pleasure in sex 
He was thirty-six (m the middle of 1906) when he took the 
vow irrevocably As years went on, m spite of the struggle, 
he became more and more convmced that it was the only 
way to achieve a selfless activity, a release of the spirit, and 
he found, moreover, that his relationship with Kasturbai 
went into a new and altogether different phase His wife 
became his most devoted fnend and helper The quarrels 
and disturbances of other days faded away It was by no 
means easy, but he was persuaded that this “self-purifica- 
tion’ was necessary not only for his own release, but also 
for the birth of satyagraha, his distinctive creation, the idea 
that changed the world 

Satyagiaha had existed, of course, before he found a 
name for it His notions of sacrifice for the truth, volun- 
tary abnegation and self-surrender m the service of the 
commumty, challenge to the unnghteous law or to the 
unjust application — all this, and all that relates to these 
notions, had been growing in him for years past It needed 
to be made quite plain and clear so that every ordinary 
Indian person (unlettered, but wilhng to learn) might 
absorb the idea and act upon it 

Dunng this period, while he was absorbed m more and 
rigorous dietary experiments (all designed to reduce his 
physical lusts), Gandhi bethought himself of a way to get 
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a name for the quahties and purposes to which he had 
decided to dedicate the Indian commumty in South Africa, 
himself first of all He offered a small pnze m Indian 
Opinion for a name that would crystallize his ideas of tlie 
nature and method of struggle His cousin Maganlal won 
the prize by suggesting the word sadagralia, from sat (truth) 
and agiaha (firmness or force), two Sanskrit words that had 
not been combined in this way before 

Gandhi saw at once that this was the word, but it was 
not quite plam enough for masses of Indians with no 
knowledge of Sanskrit He therefore changed it to satya 
(a more comprehensible form) and agiaha, making the 
word satyagraha From then on, the word and the idea 
grew, they were to hberate India and put an end to the 
greatest of empires The force of truth, the firmness of 
truth, the power of the soul — all these translations have 
been offered, all are better than the Enghsh expressions, such 
as “nonresistance” and the like, which had been used before 

6 

Gandhi started another cooperative settlement later on 
near Johannesburg, as nearly as possible like the Phoenix 
Settlement, and called it the Tolstoy Farm It was there 
(as much as at Phoenix) that many of his ideas evolved 
and were put into practice Both the Tolstoy Farm and 
the Phoenix Settlement became flounshing establishments, 
with many men, women, and children living in each, and the 
experiments in education, vocational training, diet, and dis- 
ciphne were ceaselessly interesting to Gandhi and fruitful 
for his subsequent creative activity Much of the “Basic 
EducaUon” system, now gaimng ground rapidly throughout 
India, was developed by actual work on the Tolstoy Farm 
and the Phoenix Settlement, Gandhi’s own three younger 
boys bemg among the pupils On one occasion, when a 
“moral lapse” (presumably sexual) was discovered in the 
Phoenix community, Gandhi abandoned all his public work 
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and went from the Transvaal to Natal, where he fasted for 
seven days as a penance for the sin of the young people 
His addiction to fasting as a form of penance, prayer, self- 
disciphne, or purification was growmg stronger every year, 
but by this time it had already assumed a terrible aspect to 
those who loved him — they lived in fear until the fast was 
over, and many of them, m sheer terror and repentance, 
fasted with him This was true of Indians and Europeans 
alike m the case mentioned, his German fnend and 
follower Hermann Kallenback fasted with him day by day 
Clearly the Gandhian influence and essence, so powerful 
tnat evidence to the contrary is quite lacking, was becoming 
not only ethical (that it always had been), but more and 
more irrational — in an ordinary sense, more and more 
religious One could not assign definite reasons for any- 
thing he did, but whatever he did — in obedience, more and 
more to the “inner voice” that spoke to him — ^had its effect 

The actual beginning of the satyagraha campaign m 
South Afnca may be dated from September 11, 1906 
(This year, the year of his final renunciation, was fateful for 
Gandhi) The government of the Transvaal had announced 
in the preceding month that it would introduce a bill 
calling for the registration of all Indians above the age of 
eight They were to be finger-pnnted and were to obtain 
certificates, which they must carry with them at all times 
They were to become an especially marked or branded 
section of the population, with no doubt worse to follow 
If they disobeyed this ordinance, they were to be imprisoned 
or deported or both 

In Johannesburg the Indian commumty called a mass 
meetmg at the Imperial Theatre, where, after a great deal 
of indignation had been aired, the chairman called upon all 
present to take a vow “with God as their witness ” This 
aroused Gandhi to a speech which — in spite of his lingenng 
shyness — ^was one of the greatest in his career He warned 
the three thousand persons present that they must not call 
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God to Witness their vow unless they fully intended, hterally 
and to the end, to carry it out The vow was of dis- 
obedience to the law He personaUy pledged himself “unto 
death,” but warned all present that they must do the same 
or their vow would be meaningless He injected such 
solemmty mto the meeUng that it grew hushed and tearful, 
but when the moment came to take the vow, every person 
present took it He warned them that it might mean lail, 
hardship, cruelty, or death, and the preponderance of 
evidence is that his words were understood 

Gandhi himself appears to have had an ample realiza- 
tion of the magnitude of this vow Before offermg satyagiaha 
(the voluntary sacrifice), which he must have known was an 
irresistible weapon, he decided to go to England to see if 
persuasion would do any good He actually saw Lord 
Elgin, the Colonial Secretary (a former Viceroy of India), 
and John Morley, Secretary of State for India, they dis- 
approved the proposed legislation, but only until the end 
of the year, when the Transvaal would cease to be a Ciown 
Colony and become self-govermng The law was passed 
m due course and went mto efiect on July 31, 1907 

The Indians, most of them, stood firm, and although 
Gandhi’s concept of satyagralia was not yet fully formed, 
and was far from bemg understood by his own followers, 
they understood one thing well enough, which was that they 
could not register under the miquitous law and keep their 
self-respect Among the first summoned before the magis- 
trate for not domg so was Gandhi, who (January 11, 1908) 
asked the judge to give him the heaviest sentence, as he had 
deserved it The judge gave him the hghtest — ^two months 
of simple impnsomnent, specifymg that it should be “with- 
out hard labour ” It was Gandhi’s first term m jail 

He seems almost to have enjoyed it It was a holiday 
from the oppressive and time-consummg work of aU sorts 
which had filled his days He read the Gita in the mormng 
and the Koran in the afternoon, he read Ruskm, Tolstoy, 
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Bacon, and Plato, he taught Enghsh (by means of the Bibie) 
to a Chinese Christian who was a fellow prisoner But his 
term was all too short. General Smuts wanted to see him 
The Chief of Pohee of Johannesburg came to the jail and 
fetched Gandhi — in prison uniform and without money or 
baggage — to Pretoria to see the Prime Mmister of the 
Transvaal 

General Smuts proposed a comprormse by which tne 
Indians would voluntarily register, if they did so, tne 
objectionable act for compulsory registration would be 
repealed He spoke m a concihatory tone to Gandhi, 
explaming that, whatever he personally thought of the law, 
he could do nothmg, as the European population over- 
whelmingly demanded it It is indeed probable that even 
then Smuts had some personal sympathy for Gandhi, and if 
so. It was reciprocated, for that was Gandhi’s nature In 
any case, the compromise was made Smuts told Gandhi 
he was free from that moment When Gandhi asked after 
the other Indian pnsoners. Smuts said they would be freed 
the following morning Gandhi had no money and had to 
borrow the fare to Johannesburg from Smut’s secretary' 

Smuts broke his word to Gandhi After the latter had 
persuaded many or most Indians to register voluntarily as 
a compromise helpful to the government, Smuts proceeded 
to pass the Asiatic Act anyhow Gandhi having struggled 
very hard to persuade his fellow countrymen to the com- 
promise — and havmg indeed incurred a severe assault from 
some angry Pathans because he insisted on being the first 
to register — this was a cruel blow He now had to mobilize 
his resources, such as they were, for a more bitter and 
general struggle 

On August 16, 1908, at a mass meetmg m Johannesburg, 
the Indian registrants — some two thousand of them — 
burned their registration certificates m a caldron of kerosene 
in the midst of great excitement Under the Asiatic Act 
this rendered them all liable to imprisonment 
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Volunteers, not on a mass basis as yet, but selected 
with some care, were sent across the border from Natal 
to the Transvaal without certificates Among these was 
Hanlal, Gandhi’s eldest son, who had now come from India 
at last and joined the movement Gandhi himself defied 
the law and was arrested again on October 10, 1908 

During this second prison sentence Gandhi made another 
of ins epochal literary discoveries Thoreau He read 
Thoreau’s essay (originally a lecture) called “Civil Disobe- 
dience,” concerned with his own refusal to support the 
American government (1849) because of slavery and the 
Mexican War The essay is a fieiy piece, and contains 
many ideas upon which Gandhi had in fact been acting for 
some years without knowing that they existed elsewhere 
Now he absoibed these ideas, too, into his Ruskm-Tolstoy 
edifice of authority In jail, aside from reading, Gandhi 
w'as cook to some seventy-five other Indians When 
volunteers were required for latrine duty, Gandhi volun- 
teered 

The second prison sentence ended December 13, 1908, 
but upon his release he continued the satyogiaha movement 
and was quickly sentenced for a third term (February 25, 
1909) This time he went to the newly built pemtentiary 
at Pretoria for a term of three months He had borrowed 
his Thoreau from the jail library in Johannesburg, he seems 
to have found Emerson’s essays in Pretoria, for we see m 
his letters that he was reading them and recommending 
them to his correspondents It is a natural but very striking 
parabola, that by which Thoreau and Emerson, who owed 
so much to the Gita and the Upamshads, thus returned to 
India The Bhagavad-Gita was in fact the only book of 
which Henry Thoreau died possessed He kept it with 
him m his hut at Walden Pond, he valued it beyond “all 
the treasures of the east ” G'andhi by now had memorized 
a large part of the Gita m Sansknt, he used to paste it up, 
couplet by couplet, on his shaving mirror and learn it during 
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the time o£ hib morning ablutions To find m far-off 
America — and by means of jail bbranes in Africa — echoes 
of his beloved “song celesbal’ must have been a rare 
experience for Gandhi, for he referred to it repeatedly then 
and afterwards 

During this third }ail sentence, General Smuts sent him 
two books, both of a religious nature 

When he was released this time, though the struggle 
against Indian disabihties continued, Gandhi resolved to 
tr\' his luck at a higher court, he went to London and 
remained there from July to November 1909, ceaselessly 
talking, writing, and agitating for a heanng His mam 
reason for going was that the Union of South Afnca was 
m process of being formed, Botha and Smuts had both gone 
to London, the danger was that the new Umon might extend 
the Transvaal legislation to the whole country and brand 
the Indians forever Gandhi by this time wanted some kind 
of general assurance of what he called “legal or theoretical 
equality m respect of immigration” If he could get that 
and remove the fundamental insult to Indian self-respect 
the details could follow 

But Smuts even under British pressure, was unwilhng 
to go so far Many elements m London deplored the 
anti-Indian legislation for a wide variety of reasons — some 
on ethical or religious grounds, some out of a sense of 
justice, and some because they felt it endangered Britain’s 
imperial position m India Gandhi was able to appeal to 
a very considerable number of Enghshmen of influence 
Smuts agreed, not too willingly, to repeal the objectionable 
Asiatic Act and to permit the immigration of selected 
Indians to the Transvaal — but they had to be hand-picked, 
hmited in number, and all educated, Enghsh-spcakmg 
professionals of one sort or another (all Gandhis, in short) 
Anything hke a concession of legal or theoretical equality 
he was quite unwilhng (and possibly, m view of the feelings 
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of his supporters, unable) to grant The “badge of 
inferiority,” as Gandhi called it, was to remain 

G'andhi returned to Africa at the end of the year with 
the consciousness that his struggle, now firmly called 
sotyagraha, would have to be intensified Those who 
followed his line of action — voluntary sacnfice is a better 
term for it m Enghsh than “civil disobedience” or "passive 
resistance” — were called satyagrahis A satyagiahi had to 
struggle toward poverty, punty, abstmence, and restramt 
in order to be worthy to offer the sacnfice Moreover, the 
problem of how to take care of a satyagrahi’s family and 
dependents while he was in jail had grown to some dimen- 
sions 

At this juncture Hermann Kallenbach, Gandhi’s sturdy 
German-Jewish friend and follower, bought a tract of land at 
a place called Lawley, twenty-one miles from Johannesburg, 
and presented it to Gandhi for the satyagiahis It was a 
well-watered area of over one thousand acres, with orange, 
apncot, and plum trees Gandhi formed another co- 
operative hke the Phoenix Settlement, moved into it with 
his family, and called it the Tolstoy Farm Here the 
satyagrahi could be at home when he was not in jail, and 
his family could stay when he was 

Gandhi’s austerity, steadily on the mcrease, reached its 
permanent level on the Tolstoy Farm There he took the 
vow not to dnnk cow’s or buffalo’s milk, havmg read that 
cruelty was used to mcrease their production With his 
friend Kallenbach he embarked on a diet of fruit and nuts 
alone, with ohve oil Kallenbach, a rich or, at any rate, 
well-to-do man, shared every labour and dietary experiment, 
including the extremely early hours and the long walks 
Gandhi thou^t necessary for health 

The visit of Gokhale, Gandhi’s "pohtical guru,” in the 
autumn of 1912 was a turmng-pomt in the long struggle 
for Indian rights Gokhale was highly respected both m 
India and in England the South African government set 
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Itself out to give him a favourable impression Gandhi 
accompanied hun through most of his tour of the new 
Union, but did not go with him to see Botha and Smuts 
m Pretoria The two Boer generals, now intent on the 
establishment of the Umon without unnecessary difficulty, 
actually promised Gokhafe that the worst of the Indian 
disabilities would be repealed Gandhi was not prepared 
to beheve this just yet, and he was nght 

Smuts brou^t on the last battle by announcing that 
the European commumty m Natal refused to permit the 
lifting of the poll tax Natal had been the original creator 
of the system of Indian serfdom Gandhi and his family 
and friends moved at once to Natal — to Phoenix Settle- 
ment — and prepared for the struggle They were vastly 
aided by a Supreme Court decision in the Cape Colony 
declanng that only Christian marriages could be valid in 
South Africa This made all Indian wives concubines, and 
their children bastards It embittered the Indians more 
than anything that had gone before, and aroused the 
women — ^hitherto not active m the movement — ^to a pitch 
of determination in sacnfice Satyagmha was now to be 
enacted on a really large scale 

Gandhi decided that one group of women should offer 
sacnfice by crossmg from the Transvaal to Natal without 
permission, while another group made the same offering by 
crossing from Natal to the Transvaal without permission 

It was provided that if the “sisters” (as Gandhi called 
them) from the Transvaal should not be arrested by the 
Natal border police, they would go to the coal mines at 
Newcastle and ask the indentured labourers to go on stake 
This was what took place the Natal border police let the 
women go, and they brought on a stake of five thousand 
coal miners at Newcastle The Transvaal police arrested 
the group form Natal and sent them to jail for three 
months 

Gandhi betook himself to Newcastle, where he found 
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the imuers determined to continue their stake and obey 
his orders He organized their camp, obtamed food and 
equipment for them from the Indian merchants, and then 
debated what to do with them They were his “army,” and 
he could lead them all to jail if he wished He talked to 
them very senously, urging them not to follow him unless 
they were convinced that he was ri^t, and depictmg to 
thern the hards,faips of jail m the Transvaal Wlien he 
found that not even one of them hesitated, he made his 
decision They would all walk across the border into the 
Transvaal and go to jail for doing so 

His arrangements were careful, precise, and character- 
istic every precaution of “hygiene and samtation” was 
taken His followers were not to strug^e must engage m 
no violence, and must not resist arrest, flogging, or other 
indignities at the hands of the police He was himself m 
charge of cookm^ and sanitary rules He notified the 
South Afncan government (as was now his invariable 
custom and a part of satyagraha) that his “army” was 
about to march After prayers on the mormng of November 
6, 1913, the march began 

At the first stop across the Transvaal border, Gandhi 
himself was arrested Kallenbach had already arranged for 
his release on bail, so that he could go back to his 
“army, ’ but on the next day he was arrested agam, and 
again released on bail Two days later it happened agam, 
and this time there was no bad His “army” had its orders, 
and was to continue to Tolstoy Farm or until arrested 

Gandhi, of course, pleaded guilty before the judge in 
Volksrust and asked for the maximum punishment, his 
unfaihng practice m such cases The judge obviously did 
not want to convict him and demanded evidence of his 
guilt Two of Gandhi’s best fnends gave evidence against 
him, and he received a sentence of three months at hard 
labour He then gave evidence against each of them in 
turn, and all three received the same sentence 



SVTYAGRAHA 


71 


These arrests were accompanied and followed 'by large 
numbers of others The “army” was arrested en masse lor 
deportation to Natal New volunteers arose in all parts 
of the country to court arrest All of this, amply reported 
m both England and India, stirred up a storm 

The “army,” returned under guard to the coal mmes at 
Newcastle, refused, in spite of floggings and starvation, to 
go back to work They were jomed by others The stake 
movement spread with great rapidity until fifty thousand 
indentured labourers (regarded as serfs m the South Afncan 
system) were refusmg to do any work Thousands of free 
Indians, like Gandhi, were m jail 

The Viceroy of India (Lord Hardmge) demanded a 
commission of mquuy, and the idea was taken up m 
London Botha and Smuts were faced with new dif&culties 
Tlieir immediate solution was to release Gandhi, with his 
fneads Kallenbach and Polak, from pnson (December 
18 1913) This was not at all what Gandhi wished, for 
he could actually do more good m jafl than out He seized 
his opportumty, just the same, attacked the commission of 
inquiry as being a “packed” body hostile to the rights of 
the Indians, and announced that on the first of the year 
(1914) he and a group of Indians would march from 
Durban again to court arrest 

At this pomt the white employees of the South Afncan 
railroad system went on stake There were messages of 
sohdanty, it seems, and perhaps the European white 
workers felt that the Indians could help them, but Gandhi 
was agamst it He called off his New Year’s Day march, 
explammg that satyagraha must be pure and must not aun 
at huimhatmg or embittermg the enemy The government 
was m great difficulties (it had m fact declared martial 
law) he would forbear 

Perhaps he gained more for the Indians by this for- 
bearance than if he had pursued his mtended course In 
any case, Smuts asked him to come to Pretona and talk 
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Friends had been arriving from England and India, the 
Viceroy had sent a special emissary. Sir Benjamin Robertson 
to defend the Indians 

The early months of 1914 were devoted to a long, 
pamstakmg negotiation between Smuts and Gandhi There 
IS httle doubt that these two men acquired a high regard 
for each other durmg their struggle, evidence is abundant 
“You can’t put twenty thousand Indians mto jail,” Smuts 
said, and indeed the jail system of South Africa had already 
proved inadequate to the problem, he was faced with a 
necessity But aside from the strange necessity created by 
satyagtaha, he clearly came to regard G'andhi with a respect 
bordenng on awe and affection 

The agreement was finally made and expressed in an 
exchange of letters (June 30, 1914) between the two It 
was legalized as the “Indian Relief Bill” and submitted to 
the Union Parliament, in which it became law m July It 
declared Indian mamages (Hindu, Moslem, and Parsee) 
legal, It abohshed the three-pound poll tax on indentured 
labourers, cancelhng all arrears, it declared that the system 
of importing indentured labourers from India must cease in 
1920, and it proved that though Indians could not leave one 
province for another without permission, those bom in South 
Afnca might enter the Cape Colony 

Satyagwha had proved to be an irresistible weapon 
It was something so new at that time that it hardly seems 
to have been comprehended either in India itself or in 
England It was surrounded by Gandhi with such severe 
disciphnes of self-control and non-violence that it represented 
somethmg quite novel m the techmques of human stmggle 
It was years before its full meaning could be taken in by 
everybody m India and in England 

Gandhi’s work m South Afnca was now completed On 
July 18, 1914, he sailed for England with Mrs Gandhi and 
Mr Kallenbach Before he left, he asked his devoted 
friends Sonya Schlesin and Henry Polak to give Smuts a 
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pair of sandals he had made m prison These Smuts wore 
for twenty-five years, until Gandhi’s seventieth birthday 
(1939), when he sent them to India as a token of friendship 
to their donor “I have worn these sandals for many 
a summer since then,” Smuts said then, “even though 1 
may feel that I am not worthy to stand in the shoes of sO' 
great a man ” 



CHAPTER FOUR 
INDIA— AND WAR 

When Gandhi left South Africa forever at the age of 
forty-five, he was already a fully formed personality He 
had adopted practically all those disciplines with respect 
to diet, hours of work, exercise, meditation, prayer, and 
silence which were to be his unvarymg rule thereafter Some 
were not yet fixed — ^for example, the weekly day of silence 
had not come mto bemg as an unalterable rule ]ust yet 
But all the elements were there One conspicuous excep- 
tion was the clothing he still wore En^h clothes, though 
he had already appeared at several pubhc meetings m South 
Afnca in Indian clothmg He had not yet found the 
spmnmg-wheel, but it was already m his mmd, and he only 
awaited his return to India to set about finding it He was 
ready for India It was not m his naturally modest mmd to 
suppose that India was ready for him, too, but he found 
that out m due course 

The great achievements of satya, ahimsa, brahmachmya 
(truth, non-violence, and self-control or chastity) had been 
made He had probably been ngidly truthful for a good 
many years, but was to refine and punfy his views of truth 
for the rest of his life Ahimsa, the forbearance and respect 
for aU life which are deeply engramed m Hmdmsm, had 
been native to him from birth, he was steadily amphfymg 
It so that it came to be, finally, somethmg hke what the 
Christians call “love” or “chanty” That is, it was not 
simply non-violence, an absence of violence, but a positive 
extension of the hand to every form of life And brahma- 
charya, which the Hmdu sages regarded as essential for all 
students and all sages (that is, at the two extremes of the 
ages of man), had been his smce his thirty-sixth year, though 
not easily or without pam 
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His external success m leading the Indians of South 
Afnca to victory m their human n^ts was to a very consi- 
derable degree the result of his self-conquest in these 
matters He felt, probably qmte correctly, that he could 
not lead unless he was himself pure It has been said 
innumerable tunes that nobody can really lead India without 
first “renouncing the world ” Gandhi’s renunciation was 
gradual, and he apparently stdl paid his own expenses out 
of funds acquued by professional acbvity, but by the age 
of forty-five he had already gone a very long way on the 
road He not only had given up sex and the pleasures of 
food, as well as any gam not stnctly necessary for life, but 
also had surrendered savings. Me msurance, possessions of 
all sorts (including his wife’s jewellery) and aU aspects of 
social consideration except those necessary for the self- 
respect of the Indian commumty He had very httle more 
to do to become an embodiment of renunciation The 
eternal puzzle as to whether so rm^ty a power — and his 
was the rmghtiest of his time — belongs to a sannyasin, one 
who has renounced the world, can never really be settled 
In this matter the extremes really do meet, and very 
dramatically We see in him a man of no possessions or 
appetites, a true sannyasin, and yet from the depths of his 
renunciation he dictates to empires and models the course of 
history It may be a paradox, but m ordinary, simple fact 
It happened m plam view of the whole modem world, and 
therefore cannot be contested 

He was small, gentle, sad, with mournful eyes, and with 
ears that stuck out at nght angles, as always His physical 
endurance was fantastic — sometimes he used to walk from 
Tolstoy Farm to Johannesburg and back on the same day, 
roughly fifty miles, to save money — and yet it was sustamed 
on the slightest diet possible At that tune it consisted 
merely of fruits and nuts, with no milk at aU and no 
vegetables He had aheady taken up the habit of fastmg 
as a form of prayer, and givmg fixed hmits (m the form 
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of vows) to his fasts He would vow, for example, to fast 
for seven days m atonement for a sin committed by some 
of his followers Nothmg could prevent the fulfilment of 
the vow At other tunes (and still more, later) he would 
fix no lunit, but fast sunply until he felt that the “inner 
voice” permitted him to cease These great fasts were 
conceived and executed as prayers to God, either in atone- 
ment or in aspiration, but in later days, when so many 
governments were forced to yield on so many points because 
of them, they came to seem a form of political pressure, 
and mdeed from an external point of view they resembled 
such a process Only when they are considered as a logical 
development of his own life (beginning m South Africa 
where no fast had any effect on public events) can we see 
how necessary they were to him 

The chief concomitant of satyagraha, as Gandhi develop- 
ed It in South Africa and on a much greater scale later 
in India, was loyalty to the opponent You must tell your 
opponent what you are gomg to do, precisely and without 
the faintest deviation from fact You must accept his course 
of action, which you yourself have foreseen and chosen 
(Asking the maximum penalty was a form of this ) You 
must never deceive your opponent or take unfair advantage 
of him He must always be aware to the full of what 
you intend He is, in fact, your friend, from whom you are 
temporarily separated by a disagreement, but you must 
never forget that he is your fnend These precepts were 
fully in effect (and practically too, by experience) before 
Gandhi returned to India They probably account for the 
circumstance, so often noted, that many of his opponents — 
jailers, policemen, detectives, jail doctors, and the like — 
became his greatest friends 


2 

The First World War broke out two days before Gandhi 
landed in England from South Afnca He immediately 
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set about the formation of an Indian ambulance corps for 
the British army He believed that because he accepted 
all the benefits of British rule, he had some obligation toward 
that rule His loyalty, which had never flinched and was 
not to suffer any change for another five years, was clear 
and plain He was a subject of the British Empire, and 
although, like members of some other rehgious sects (such 
as the Quakers) he was unable to perform acts of violence 
m Its defence, he was still loyal and would do what he 
could within his bounds He even realized, and said, that 
woiking in an ambulance corps was philosophically the 
same as taking part in the violence of war Even so, it 
was what his religious conscience permitted 

But he fell ill after a few weeks — this time it was 
pleunsy — and after some expenments with diet he accepted 
the doctor’s advice and went home to India To his sorrow, 
his friend Kallenbach, a German, was not allowed to go 
with him even the Viceroy of India (Lord Hardmge) was 
unwillmg “to take the risk” of giving him a visa 

The return to India was in many respects a great surprise 
to Gandhi He had been away most of twenty 3 'ears, 
with part of his mind always mtent upon India, but with 
most of his time and energy given to the special problems 
of the Indians m South Afnca He could hardly have 
expected to be greeted by great crowds m the streets of 
Bombay (lanuary 9, 1915) His previous visits home had 
produced no excitement of the sort But m the meantime 
he had been victonous in his South Afncan struggle, the 
new weapon of saiyagraha had been forged and put to 
uses unknown, and he himself had become Mahatma 
“Great Soul” to large numbers of people 

In India at the time of his death and at other times I 
have been at pains to inquire how this title or appellation 
came to be given to him I never could find anybody who 
could fix a date for it It unquestionably started m India, 
among those who were watching his South Afncan struggle 
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from afar dunag the years before 1914 The appellation is 
not uncommon in India, or was not uncommon until Gandhi 
came along There have been other Mahatmas in the 
twentieth century, for example, whom nobody today remem- 
bers Once It got Itself fastened upon Gandhi firmly, and 
b}' the usage of hundreds of nulhons of people, it became 
almost like a part of his name, and it may never be used 
for anybody else m the future 

Arising as it does from the people, however, and without 
any given source or authority, such a title is almost 
impossible to trace down Rabmdranath Tagore addressed 
Gandhi as “Mahatma” in 1916 in a telegram that has been 
preserved, he is supposed to have referred to him as 
‘ Mahatma” before that But it cannot be said that Tagore 
invented or bestowed the appellation Sarojim Naidu was 
one of Gandhi’s oldest friends and followers She met him 
first in London m 1914, before his return to India, when 
he was livmg in a lodging-house in Bloomsbury At that 
time he was already called ‘Mahatma” and Mrs Naidu, 
in telhng me this, could not remember for how long she had 
already heard him called by that name Mr Nehru met 
him first in 1916, and distmctly remembers that he had 
been ‘Mahatma” already for years before their meetmg 
It seems simply to have exhaled from the people durmg 
his absence from India, and when he went home again he 
was already the “Great Soul” He did not actually like 
It He refused to beheve that there could be “greater” or 
“smaller” souls, and the reverence surrounding a Mahatma 
was a nuisance to him in the prosecution of his severely 
practical work No doubt it was also an immense advant- 
age in a country like India, to have such an aura, and 
indeed his work could not have been done without it, but 
when It made him unable to walk through a crowd or get 
to a given destination, he grew impatient Throu^ many 
long years he learned to endure it, and with it the pitiless 
attention of the entire country to every deed of his life — 
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and the crowds, the unbelievable Indian crowds ’ — ^but the 
evidence is that he never really accepted either the appella- 
tion or Its significance 


3 

The Mahatma’s first year at home was spent, at the 
request of his revered “political guru,” Gokhale, in retirement 
from public life Go^ale felt that this strangely powerful 
httle man was an mstrument of India’s destmy, but wisely 
saw that he required time to soak m the Indian air agam, 
to grow famihar with the country and the hfe of the people 

Immediately after Gandhi’s landing at Bombay on 
January 9, 1915, he was interviewed by the Governor of 
Bombay, Lord WiUingdon, afterwards Viceroy of India, 
whom many remember as a man almost as gentle, m his 
way, as Gandhi himself WiUmgdon asked hun to promise 
that m the event he should wish to take steps concerning 
the government he would give notice first — ^the expression 
was “Come and see me ” Gandhi had not the sh^test 
difficulty giving such a promise 

The “family ’ from South Africa those who hved on 
Tolstoy Farm and in the Phoenix Settlement, had taken 
all the Gandhi vows and were real salyagiahis, needed to 
be reassembled m India Most of them had been sent 
durect to India by Gandhi and had been cared for at 
Shantiniketan, m Bengal, the sehool and settlement (still 
in existence) of Rabindranath Tagore The Mahatma now 
wanted to find a home of his own for this fairly numerous 
“family” He found it, eventually, m the neighbourhood 
of Ahmedabad, the textile-manufactunng town that was the 
capital of his native Gujarat province The Society of the 
Friends of India supphed the money necessary for the 
purchase of the land and the building of the huts Gandhi 
hoped that the nch merchants of Ahmedabad, his fellow 
Gujarati, would provide the funds to continue the work, 
and for some time they did 
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But before he opened his settlement and school ihe 

Indian word for such a settlement is ashram — two events of 
some importance occurred First came his visit to Shanti- 
mketan, to Tagore, to see Tagore’s aslvam and visit 
his own twenty-five or more followers harboured there 
Tagore’s ash/ am consisted of about one hundred and twenty- 
five Bengah boys and a score of teachers Gandhi’s ashram, 
men, women, and children, belonged to several castes, 
sects, races, and religions It included two Englishmen, 
Winstanley Pearson and “Charlie” Andrews, his devoted 
followers The difference between the two ashiams was 
like the difference between Tagore and Gandhi themselves — 
'the Poet, as he was called, remote and beautiful and 
sonorous and rich, the Mahatma small, busy, earnest, humble, 
and penniless Gandhi at Shantmiketan did not like the 
use of hired servants to do the work, and with Tagore’s 
permission he mitiated a system of self-help m which the 
boys (all students of poetry and philosophy) learned to do 
everything, including the work of untouchables The 
enthusiasm lapsed after Gandhi’s departure, and Shanti- 
niketan returned to the system of hired servants 

For he was called away, back to the other side of India, 
by the death of his “sure guide,” Gokhale This, though 
anticipated, was a great giief to him, and it is quite hkeiy 
that It made him feel even more insecure dunng.his first 
year in India His position was peculiar All the political 
classes in India were highly aware of hmi, m many sections 
of the masses he was extremely well known for his work m 
Afnca, yet he was himself unknown to most of them He 
could travel almost anywhere, in the most crowded third- 
class compartments, without being recognized by strangers 
He had not spoken publicly or to any large audience That 
personal attachment which Indians in general were to feel 
for him for so many long years was still in the future 

And the probabihty is that he was not himself sure of 
what to do He was quite content to build his 'ashiam. 
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take care of family, school, and communal work, remam 
silent on pubhc questions, and study his surroundmgs He 
thought, he tells us, that it might be five years or more 
before any opportunity would anse for the use of satyagwha 
m India He had proved that soul-force was a gieat power, 
but he did not know how it would be apphed m the service 
of India It seems most hkely that he did not anticipate 
its use m a political struggle, but he was well aware that it 
was a great discovery and as such was bound m time to be 
useful to India 

The ash am — ^it was called the Satyagralia Ash am, but 
came to be known before long, from the place where it was 
built, as Sabarmati — was founded May 25, 1915 Sabarmati 
was near enough to Ahmedabad to bear a close relation 
to it, far enough away to be mdependent of it in daily life 
In the ongmal ash am there were some twenty-five persons, 
all vowed to chastity, poverty, and a hfe of service, all 
committed to every form of communal work mcluding that 
usually performed by untouchables (scavengmg in particular, 
upon which G'andhi insisted) Not long after he had 
opened the ashram, he admitted a family of untouchables 
As tlie kitchens and water-supply and everythmg else m 
Gandhi’s settlement operated by co-operative labour, the 
admission of a man, wife, and child from the untouchable 
outcastes was a revolutionary thing in India At that time, 
and to this very day for many caste Hindus, the accidental 
touch of an untouchable implies pollution and ceitam 
purifying rites must be performed Even the shadow of an 
untouchable pollutes Any well used by untouchables is 
polluted and may not be used by caste Hindus Untouchable 
servants m the house may do certain tasks and no others 
Those tasks (the dirtiest ones, of course) may not oe 
performed by servants of the higher castes 

There were no servants in Gandhi’s ash am All were 
equal and all shared m the same work for the same pay, 
although of course some were better at some things than at 
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Others The Mahatma himself was never very expert, as 
we have seen, as a compositor, but he worked faithfully at 
printing just the same in times of stress, to do his part 
He became m time a superb spinner and weaver, but he 
always admitted that his second cousin Maganlal was better 
at both (as he was in typesettmg also) 

What he could do, and with surprising energy for such 
a small and apparently frail man, was manual labour, mclud- 
ing the diggmg of latrines and the transport of excrement 
This IS the lowest labour known to India, and can be per- 
formed only by untouchables His own performance of such 
tasks was forgiven by everybody, practically from the start, 
because “holy men” for thousands of years have been like 
that — ^humble, willing to do all work This is an Indian 
tradition as old as any other It is for this reason that 
“holy men” {sadhu) are supposed to be completely outside 
the caste system — they are too erratic to obey the rules of 
caste 

But real, living untouchables, actual members of a pariah 
classification, were a different matter The moment Gandhi 
admitted some real untouchables to his ashtom he was in 
trouble, because this meant tliat caste Hindus were cooking 
and eating with pariahs, drinking the same water and living 
an equal hfe with them By doing the work of untouch- 
ables Gandhi did not off’end the caste system too deeply, he 
was a “Great Soul” and could do it, but by admitting 
untouchables to equality with all others he offended his 
contemporaries to the depths 

Consequently all his income was cut off He did not 
have much — it was a frugal ashiam indeed, and aimed at 
becoming self-supporting — but such as he had came by the 
gift of the neighbouring rich, all caste Hindus They were 
incensed at him The storm spread, and Indian opimon 
everywhere was aroused against him 

In this emergency he quite calmly decided upon his 
course he and aU his family and followers would move into 
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the untouchable quarter of the city, would do untouchable 
labour, and would themselves become untouchables Such a 
thing, if it had happened, would have shaken India far more 
than anything yet But it did not happen The usual 
Gandhi miracle occurred — a man unknown to him, a 
Moslem, appeared from nowhere and gave him a purse of 
rupees sufficient to sustain his ashram for an entire year 
By the time the year was over, the storm had subsided, and 
even perfectly orthodox Hmdus were wilhng to contnbute 
to the support of Gandhi’s work, as they continued to do 
throughout his life, even though his practice of absolute 
equality must have aroused their deepest prejudices 

The untouchable family who came to Gandhi then 
(1915) were Dudabhai (the man, a former teacher m the 
Bombay schools for untouchables), his wife, Danibehn, and 
their small daughter, Lakshmi, whom Gandhi afterwards 
adopted 

This episode, which may seem small, m retrospect, 
was not small at the time It was discussed with excite- 
ment all over India Almost every Indian leader of renown 
for generations past had denoimced untouchability as a 
distortion of the caste system The greatest animators of 
the spiritual renaissance at the end of the mneteenth century, 
such as Ramakrishna, had opposed it with eloquence 
Most of these men were Brahmins and certainly all were 
caste Hindus Not one had ever thought of bringing an 
untouchable into the house as an equal, sharing food and 
drink, dining at the same table It must be remembered 
that at this period high-caste Hmdus did not dine with 
members of castes other than their own, either higher or 
lower It was not done Nobody had ever heard of dining 
with an untouchable Theory was one thing, practice 
another Many great Hmdus had denounced the abuses of 
the caste system Gandhi, who had also denounced them 
and contmued to do so, took the significant further step of 
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Ignoring them altogether From this time onward it was 
understood m India that he meant what he said 

4 

Gandhi’s year of silence came to an end at the opening 
ceremonies of the Hindu University at Benares, where he 
spoke on February 4, 1916 The university, noAv a heavily 
endowed institution with many modern buildings, had grown 
from very shght begmnmgs some twenty-odd years before, 
the original founder being Annie Besant After the grand 
openmg ceremomes of the new umversity, to winch fortunes 
had been given by maharajahs and other rich Hindus, Mrs 
Besant presided over a meeting where Gandhi spoke It 
was his declaration of personal mdependence, his profession 
of faith and introduction to method The students, profes- 
sors, maharajahs, and British officials who listened to him 
must have felt obscurely that somethmg new had occurred, 
because they received him very frostily He was actually 
not allowed to fimsh When cries of “Sit down, Gandhi 
began to be heard, Mrs Besant, who was no doubt the most 
scandalized of all, ordered the Mahatma to stop speakmg 
He, of course, submitted 

What he had to offer was a cnticism of India, of the 
opemng ceremonies of the imiversity, of the Indian princes, 
of the pomp and ceremony, the jewels and the fanfares, 
while most of India starved m dirt, and untouchability was 
rampant In his gentle, modest, slow, and thoughtful way, 
Gandhi was always cntical, because m fact he had a 
supremely cntical mtelligence, but on this occasion he seems 
to have been almost exclusively so He began by saying 
that he regretted the necessity for speabng in a foreign 
tongue (Enghsh) at the opemng of a Hindu national umver- 
sity He spoke then of self-government and of the necessity 
for action rather than speeches He said self-government 
could not come by the efforts of the lawyers, journalists, 
landlords, and the like, but only through the masses of the 
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people He made severe references to the jewels seen the 
day before on the hats, collars, and bosoms of the Indian 
princes, and to the general extravagance of the ceremonies 
He spoke of Indian lack of sanitation, of the intolerable 
conditions in third-class carnages on the railway trains, of 
spitting, and of other thmgs most unpleasant for his uppei- 
class Indian audience to hear On such festal occasions in 
particular, Indians do not hke to be reminded of their 
shortcommgs Many notables left the meeting, and finally 
the disorder grew to be uncontrollable by Mrs Besant, or 
so she thought, and she adjourned the meeting Gandhi 
had, m his way, thrown down the gauntlet 

The attack upon Indian conditions was thoroughly jn 
Gandhi’s character That was how he had begun in South 
Africa, too — ^by telling the Indians what they ought to do 
to make themselves better, more self-respecting, and there- 
fore more respected Emphasis on samtation, education 
good conduct, and common sense was nothmg new to him 
he had followed this exact line for twenty years of public 
work in South Africa, and it had borne remarkable results 
It was, however, quite new in India The fashion m India 
then, as now, was to tell the Indians how remarkable was 
their culture, how ancient their tradition, how noble their 
aim Mrs Besant, for instance (then about seventy), had 
been stamping up and down all India for years past lecturing 
the Indians about the glories of their philosophical origin 
She had done a superb kind of resurrection, m a way, 
because many of the young men who listened to her (and 
they were all of the privileged classes, because she spoke 
only in Enghsh) had never really thought much about their 
cultural heritage until she, an English-woman, came along to 
tell them But even Mrs Besant, with her great love for 
India, was incapable of realizing how Mahatma G’andhi 
could upbraid his compatriots on such a solemn occasion, 
as a prelude to asking them for something better 

The opening of the Hindu University was m a simple 
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chronological sense the beginmng of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
pubhc life m India The speech was repeated throughout 
the country, mostly, in those pre-radio days, by word of 
mouth, and lost nothing m the telling It came to seem 
that a holy man, hving hke the poor, had spoken for the 
poor as agamst the rich He had not spoken against the 
Bntish at aU — ^merely as an Indian among Indians, talking 
about India The echoes were heard from the Himalayas 
to Cape Comorm 

The first results of Gandhi’s emergence were an mcrease 
of demands upon his time requests to speak, to espouse 
a cause, to help a group of strugghng Indians He had 
much to do at his ashram, was busy wntmg at the tune, and 
was already engaged m the search for the spmmng-wheel, 
but he did as much as he could to satisfy these demands 
The real opportunity — ^the Gandhian opportumty, to accom- 
plish a suitable task m a characteristic way — arose more 
or less by accident, as such opportumties always did An 
obstmate peasant sharecropper named Shukla turned up at 
the annual convention of the Indian National Congress at 
Lucknow m December 1916, that very same at which 
Gandhi and Nehru met for the first time and were greatly 
impressed The peasant Shukla would not take no for an 
answer, he wanted the Mahatma to come to his district, 
Champaran, and see how abommably the mdigo-cultivatois 
were bemg treated The Mahatma had no time Shukla 
waited — and not only waited, but followed the Mahatma 
wherever he went, even to the ashram, and there remamed 
for weeks on end 

FmaUy Gandhi went to Champaran His reluctance to 
do so had been partly due to the fact that he was very busy 
on a subject near his heart the abohhon of mdentured 
emigration from India — ^that is, of labour bound by contract 
to South Africa — ^for which he asked general Indian support 
and government approval He fixed the date for the aboli- 
tion of such emigration as May 31, 1917 he had already 
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found that words hke “eventually” and “m due course” 
were subject to much elasticity of mterpretation The 
government abolished mdentured emigration before the date 
he had named 

In the Champaran distnct Gandhi undertook a form of 
action pecuharly his own, and related psychologically to 
much that became almost a pattern thereafter He started 
m Patna, the capital of Bihar province, where a consideraole 
number of lawyers and Congress members and other middle- 
class Indians had some sympathy for the sharecroppers and 
had (for fees) undertaken some of their court cases 

The Mahatma asked these men to go with him to the 
Champaran distnct, m the upper part of the province, and 
give their services, either m full or part-time, for nothing 
From such volunteers he expected a good deal they must 
be wilhng to go to jad, if necessary They must pledge 
these thmgs exphcitly before settmg forth The system was 
new, and it took a httle time for Gandhi to win over a 
suffiaent number of fellow workers 

The next step was to warn the opponent (m this case 
the head of the indigo-planters’ association and the govern- 
ment comrmssioner for the distnct) that he mtended to 
mvestigate the grievances From the tone of their response 
he knew that there would be trouble and m all probabihty 
jail for him He proceeded just the same, in an orderly 
manner, with the takmg of depositions from indigo 
sharecroppers as they came to him 

The situation was novel m the extreme Gandhi had 
no official rank or standmg of any kmd — ^mdeed, no ri^t, 
as the angry planters declared, to be m Champaran at ah 
And yet ffis personahty attracted such throngs of the 
downtrodden indigo-workers that it was quite impossible to 
flog them for obeymg his summons In the dilemma the 
local magistrate decided to order Gandhi out of the district, 
and when the Mahatma pohtely refused to go, he was 
summoned to stand trial the next day The magistrate was 
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taken aback by Gandhi’s attitude, then so new as to be 
unknown m India the Mahatma simply declared that he 
was guilty as charged and asked for the legal pumshraent 
This was his course ever afterwards Judgment was 
postponed, and m the meantune the Government of India, 
somewhat disturbed over the wide attention given to these 
events ordered the case withdrawn 

Gandhi then proceeded with his depositions So many 
thousands of them were unnecessary, but he had realized 
from the start that these desperately poor mdigo-workers, 
accustomed to starvation and floggings, needed above all 
things to be “free from fear,” as he said Therefore, to 
give them the sense of havmg a fnend, to free them from 
the fears of the defenceless, he encouraged them all to tell 
their stories and he listened to all with equal patience It 
required from five to seven of the volunteers from Patna 
to be on duty all the time to take down the depositions, or 
full notes on them, as they were given 

In the meantune, as usual, Gandhi was also busy with 
dietary and samtary problems His volunteers from Patna, 
being latvyers and others in good circumstances, had their 
own cooks and body-servants, they had their meals sepa- 
rately at all hours, and were still highly unfamihar with 
Gandhi’s ways It took him some tune to induce them to 
have all their meals together from a common commissary 
and to have these meals exclusively vegetarian 

Furthermore, the villages of the mdigo-workers were 
squalid with filth and vulnerable to every disease Gandhi 
began his customary scavenging, washing, sweeping, and 
cleanmg, with six villages chosen to start the operation Pie 
had to get volunteers from other parts of India to do this 
work, much of which could normally be done only by un- 
touchables if done at all He started village schools in these 
six spots, and hoped that the example, even if it only lasted 
for a few months, would make some difference 

And m all his work, of course, the usual detective from 
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the Cnmmal Investigation Department was beside him, 
nothmg aU down and makmg reports These C I D detec- 
tives accompamed Gandhi wherever he went and whatever 
he did for about thirty years, and he mvanably treated them 
with great courtesy In the result some became his devoted 
fnends 

At length the government grew weary of the campaign 
m Champaran, which had by now drawn the attention ot 
all India Inquiry was made when Gandhi would leave the 
district he rephed that he would do so when the gne\ ances 
of these oppressed sharecroppers were recognized as being 
real and deservmg of action The government set up a 
commission of mqmry, with Gandhi as a member, and as a 
result the system by which three twentieths of the land had 
to be worked m mdigo for the benefit of the landlord was 
abohshed by law 

The Champaran expenence may be called the first 
tnumph of satyagraha m India, even though the satyagralia 
mvolved was for the most part Gandhi’s alone He had gam- 
ed an objective of importance to human welfare, and had 
done so by his own distmchve means of truth, self-control, 
and non-violence, but his methods had still been most imper- 
fectly understood even by those who apphed them He had 
to spend hours a day m explammg, even to his own volun- 
teers, what these prmciples were and why they were neces- 
sary Some volunteers wanted to accept money from 
the poor peasants, which Gandhi would never permit, 
whatever money was needed for the work had to 
come by gift from the privileged, mostly well-to-do 
people in Patna The ngid rule of truth was another difio.- 
culty, for a certain amount of imagmation is always rife m 
India as m other countnes, and a story seldom loses m 
retelhng The Mahatma’s insistence on hteral, exact truth 
was difficult and even downnght mysterious to many people 
for years afterwards It seemed to hun, aU through these 
years, the centre of his system, related to his general 
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doctnne of means and ends The means must be harmomous 
with the ends good ends cannot be obtained by bad means 
The truth must therefore rule all along the line, and any 
deviation from it will impair the punty of the satyagraha 
These were diflacult notions to mtroduee to the imddle-class 
Indians who were his volunteers, for they had spent their 
lives takmg full advantage (sometimes or often uncon- 
sciously) of their own advantages That they accepted such 
disciphnes, whether with comprehension or not, speaks 
eloquently for the persuasive power of Gandhi’s personality 

5 

Champaran was, m practical aepon, the introduction of 
satyagraha to India It was soon followed by the introduc- 
tion of another charactenshc pecuharity of the Mahatma’s 
gemus — a fast for a specific purpose 

No part of the Gandhian system has been more discussed 
than the fast To many persons of aU countries it has 
seemed that this was a distmct weapon of pohtical or social 
struggle, and that it had an essentially violent nature though 
the violence was done to the Mahatma himself rather Uian 
to others There were times when Gandhi’s opponents con- 
tended that his fasts were, m objective fact, httle more tlian 
a kind of blackmail 

It IS true that very important results often followed his 
fasts It IS also true that they were, at tunes, so specific in 
their purposes that they had every appearance, to the nn- 
thinkmg, of a species of coercion 

As against this view the prmcipal facts to be cited 
are first and most of all, that fastmg as a form of prayer 
was deep in Gandhi’s psychological structure and was 
entwmed with his earhest memones, second, that he took 
this pumshment upon himself, but never wished to extend 
It to others, third, that he had aheady fasted a great many 
times, m prayer for various purposes, or m atonement for 
various actions by his own followers, before the world in 
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general paid any great attention, and last, that he toed hard, 
when impelled to fast (and often by his “inner voice”), to 
avoid giving this form of prayer the aspect of coercion upon 
others 

There can hardly be room for doubt that fasting was as 
natural to Gandhi as feasting mi^t be to men of another 
kmd He had fasted all his hfe His capacity to do so 
was phenomenal, and although m the extremely long fasts 
he underwent great agomes, he alwaj-s mamtamed that a 
bnef fast was salutary to body and rmnd It seems to be 
true that he emerged from many of his fasts remvigorated 
for his struggle The hghtness of body and clanty of mmd 
mduced by a short fast may be experienced by anybody, 
quite without special preparation or trainmg for it Gandhi’s 
pccuhanty, physically, was a capacity to prolong his fasts 
to great lengths without suffenng any great permanent mjuiy' 

Moreover, it can be mamtamed that the general nature 
of every fast he undertook m India was that of a prayer for 
peace The specific purposes were vanous, then general 
character as prayer was for peace between factions m 
rehgion, race, and caste or m situations that threatened 
violence Some fasts were m atonement for violence com- 
rmtted by Gandhi’s own followers, and these, too, can be 
classified m the same general way as prayers for peace The 
temfymg power these fasts exercised later, when practically 
all busmess ceased throu^out the subcontment, the govern- 
ments scumed to find a way of brmgmg the ordeal to an 
end, could hardly have been foreseen m 1917 And yet in 
1917, at the time of his first declared fast m India, Gandhi 
was already a completely formed character, m whom the 
fast as a form of prayer had long smce entered as a 
permanent element 

The fast took place as a result of responsibihties he had 
assumed toward the mdlworkers of Ahmedabad, who had 
come to him for advice These were his own people, of 
course, to whom he talked m his native Gujarati Their 
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employers, the miUowners, were also his friends, and a good 
many of them had contnbuted to the upkeep of his ashram 
Upon investigating, and talking to both sides, Gandhi decided 
that the mill-hands’ gnevances were legitimate and that 
the millowners were unwilling to give any satisfaction 
Therefore he advised the mill-hands to go on strike, but 
only on condition that they would pledge themselves to total 
non-violence They were to earn their daily bread in some 
way outside the nulls, but not to take any action (such as 
toward strike-breakers) which could be called violent 
The mill-hands took this vow, at his request, and 
continued to take it daily for the next two weeks, coming 
out from the city to the ashram by the nver to renew it 
This estabhshed his own feehng of responsibility for them 
With time the zeal for non-violence dechned, and there was 
grave danger of attacks on strike-breakers At this point 
the Mahatma, much troubled, decided to fast until the mill- 
hands returned to their vow of non-violence to the end 
The fast lasted “only three days,” Gandhi said After that 
tune the employers and workers had a meeting, decided on 
arbitration, and settled the stnke 

The Ahmedabad fast has troubled even some of 
Gandhi’s followers because it was so specific that it looked 
like a threat This he never mtended, but his mtensions 
were sometimes difficult to make clear to persons whose 
whole preparation was unlike his own In objective fact 
the fast brou^t the stnke to an end, but its purpose was 
that of a prayer to hold the miU-hands (for whom he 
accepted responsibihty) to their vow of non-violence The 
distinction is important for any understandmg of the nature 
of Gandhi’s fasts, which were to play such a great part m the 
subsequent evolution of the Indian story 

“I fasted to reform those who loved me,” was Gandhi’s 
way of statmg it * that is, to keep the miH-hands to their 
vow of non-violence Settlement of the stake was the result, 
not the mtention 
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6 

The end of Gandhi s life as a loyal subject of the Bntish 
Empire was now not long in the future As a jSnal expression 
of this loyalty, which he had felt and expressed from 
childhood, he undertook to recruit soldiers for the (British) 
Indian Army dunng the summer of 1918 

The episode was so uncharacteristic that it disquieted his 
friends and admirers at the time, and has puzzled many 
smce His views, though stated often enough, were not 
understood He had been loyal durmg the Boer War and 
the Zulu War, and m 1914, in each case providmg tlie 
combatants with an Indian ambulance corps He was 
devoted to non-violence, and yet, as he had always accepted 
British protection, he felt that he should give what help he 
could to sustain it He did so, however, in the fuU 
expectation that his effort — and India’s — ^would be rewarded 
by a "share m the partnership” of empire, which is to say, 
m the language of 1918, by home rule He further asked 
the Viceroy (Lord Chehnsford) to ask the London 
government to make some provision for the restoration of 
the Moslem Caliphate, destroyed by the defeat of Turkey 
He did not bargain with the Viceroy or anybody else, since 
this was against his prmciples m a matter of conscience 
he merely said, in a letter pubhshed throughout India, what 
his hopes were, and told the Viceroy that “disappointment 
of hope means disillusion ” 

He then embarked on a long, arduous tramp from 
village to village in the Kheda district of his native Gujarat 
country, trying to enhst men for the army This was a 
distnct in wluch he had engaged in a satyagraha campaign 
only a short tune before m aid of the poor peasants who 
were bemg sold up for tax arrears after a crop failure The 
Kheda campaign had brought him the support of all the 
villagers, though satyagraha was imperfectly understood 
then and required hours a day of patient explanation It had 
ended with a partial victory, the government agreeing to 
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remit taxes for the very poor rf the richer peasants (equally 
hard hit by crop failure) paid 

Gandhi had not been very pleased with the satyagiaha 
campaign m the Kheda distnct, too much money had been 
spent on it by nch Bombay sympathizers, for one thing, and 
there was too much hullabaloo m the press Its results did 
not please him either But durmg the campaign he had felt 
the full, warmhearted support of the country people 

Now it was a gnevous disappointment and shock to him 
to find that when he went among them as a recrmtmg agent 
for the army, he was greeted with cold mcomprehension and 
even hostihty “What about non-violence*? How can you 
ask us to take up arms *? What good has this government 
ever done to India *?” Questions like these were fired at him 
in village after village They would perhaps not have 
impressed themselves so deeply on his consciousness if they 
had not found echoes m its depths He himself had asked 
the same questions before he had undertaken the 
incongruous task Now he redoubled his efforts, wore his 
body to a shadow, worried and fretted over his lack of 
response, his inability to make the people understand his 
pomt of view In the result he succumbed to a severe 
attack of dysentery, his first senous illness 

He was not a good patient he refused medicmes and 
almost any form of treatment the doctors could devise He 
fasted, he refused to change his nuts-and-frmt diet even 
when he was wilhng to eat, his body was dimimshmg at a 
starthng rate He would not eat eggs m any form, and the 
doctors ran into the difficulty of the vow when they 
recommended milk At this pomt Kasturbai, his patient 
wife, had the final say “Your vow was against cow’s milk 
or buffalo’s milk ,” she said “It did not include goat’s milk ” 
(Two days before his death he described the scene for 
me “I can see her now,” he said, and there is not much 
doubt that it was she who found the solution, in alliance 
with his own will to live ) 
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He accepted goat’s milk and lived Thereafter he 
contmued to drink goat’s milk, though it womed him that 
he might be breaking the spint of his vow m honourmg the 
letter The unphcation (m his account to me) was that m 
1912 he would have vowed not to dnnk goat’s milk either 
if he had thought of it, but smce he had not thought of it, 
It was not mcluded The “weakness of the flesh” was 
responsible for his drinkmg goat’s milk until the end There 
seems httle doubt that it provided a necessity without 
which he could not have contmued existence 

Dunng this illness a message amved from the Viceroy 
saymg it was no longer necessaiy to recrmt soldiers 
Germany had surrendered Tlus rehef from a task he must 
have dishked mtensely may have contnbuted to Gandhi’s 
recovery, which was very slow, but steady He was very 
weak for months after the bout of dysentery, and dunng 
those months engaged in no pubhc work, aside from work 
m his own ashram 

Dunng this wmter after the war, the report of the 
Rowlatt Committee was pubhshed and the convalescent 
Gandhi read it The Rowlatt Committee had been appointed 
as a committee of mquiry to study Indian sedition and how 
to deal with it Its report recommended an extension into 
peacetime of all the wartime rigours m suppression of free 
speech, freedom of the press, and the nght of assembly 

Gandhi, too feeble to act at once, studied the document 
with mounting mdignation If this was India’s reward in 
time of peace, what hope could there be for home rule 
Agamst the protests of all Indian leaders, the prmciples of 
the Rowlatt report were embodied m a law that the 
government of India sent to the Legislative Council (made 
up largely of En^ish officials) early m 1919 The aihng 
Gandhi dragged his feeble frame to Delhi and listened to 
the debate It ended, as had been foreseen from the start, 
with the passage of the Rowlatt Act, which Gandhi called 
“a farce of legal formahty” 
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This was the turning point m Gandhi’s life as a pohucal 
force in India and the world He had never taken any direct 
part in politics His work in South Africa and in India, 
though pohtical in results and implications, had all been for 
the welfare of the people — ^social and reform work, and m 
his own mmd pre-emmently religious Now he faced a 
pohtical action of great importance, from which he did not 
flmch It seemed to him that the time might have come for 
an application, in India itself and on a large scale, of the 
principles of satyagmha He travelled through India trymg 
to prepare the ground for such a movement It was difficult 
to explain, as it always will be — ^it seems to demand too 
much saintly sacrifice from ordinary human beings — ^but he 
tned, nevertheless He was handicapped by his physical 
feebleness, found the travel fatigmng, and was obliged to 
have his speeches read for him by others Yet he covered a 
great deal of ground and put a large part of India into the 
frame of mind m which some movement of non-violent 
protest might be possible 

He hoped, to the end, that the Viceroy might refuse to 
sign the Rowlatt Act He wrote to the Viceroy both 
privately and pubhcly, appealed through the press and in 
every way known to him Nevertheless the Viceroy signed 
on March 18, 1919, and the Rowlatt Act became law 

Beyond a doubt the British had no idea what they were 
gettmg into, but it is also certam that Gandhi, thou^ much 
more enlightened, was unaware how far these decisions 
would lead He, the humble and loyal subject of the Kmg- 
Emperor, was to become a rebel In a sense he was a rebel 
from the moment the Rowlatt Act was signed, but he did 
not know it for some tune afterward He seems to have 
thought of the repressive legislation as, most of aU, a breach 
of faith and a betrayal of confidence AU the kind words 
said to India durmg the war had been meamngless, for they 
led to this He was not ready to renounce his aUegiance to 
tlie British Raj, but he was approaching that culmination 
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With a speed he could not have believed possible only a 
short tune before The place to which he had now come 
was not, in fact, a position in which anybody could long 
remain, he would have to go forward or go back All through 
1919, it seems, this necessity was obscured by day-to-day 
work and by the obstmacy of hope Continued British 
stupidity, the massacre at Amntsar, and a mounting sense 
of histoncal destmy throughout India were to change all this 
within a year or two, imtil there was nothing left but struggle 



CHAPTER FIVE 
INTO REBELLION 

When the Rowlatt Act became law, G'andhi was m 
Madras, staymg m the house of C Rajagopalachan, one of 
the stoutest of his heutenants m the decades about to 
begm (Rajagopalachan was known in later years as Rajaji 
but for a great part of the Indian epic the newspapers called 
him sunply “C R ”) On the mornmg after the signature of 
the act of repression Gandhi said to CR “Last mght in 
a dream the idea came to me that we should ask the whole 
country to observe a general hartal " Afterwards he explained 
that the idea came m a state of hah-dream, something 
between sleepmg and wakmg 

Hartal is a day of abstention from economic activity, a 
day of mourmng, of prayer and contemplation, sometimes 
also of fastmg Under Gandhi’s interpretation it was to be 
a day of fastmg and prayer (Cunously enou^, the 
Amencan Revolution began in much the same way the 
“day of fasting and prayer” which Thomas Jefferson and 
his fnends proclauned for Virginia on June 1, 1774 ) It 
was Gandhi’s behef that by this means large parts of the 
population might be spiritually prepared for the greatre 
efforts he mtended to demand of them m the satyagrcha 
campaign that he intended to undertake later It does not 
seem to have weighed too much with him that the economic 
wammg given to the British Raj would be ominous in the 
extreme he did not consider this in particular because he 
did not expect the response to his appeal to be general He 
thought Madras and Bombay, Bihar and Sind might answer 
his call, and if they did, this m itself would be enou^ 

At first he decided upon March 30 as the day of hartal, 
and then, reflecting on the shortness of time given for 
orderly preparation, he changed the date to April 6 
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The results were astonishing to everybody, including 
Gandhi The whole of India, with few exceptions of 
importance, observed the day Nobody m the great cities 
went to work, the banks could not operate, the ships were 
neither loaded nor unloaded, pubhc transportation and even 
the post office were paralysed The complete cessation of 
activity proved to everybody, mcluding the bewildered 
Bntish authonties, that a new force was abroad m the land 
Even though they put it all down to "sedition”, and tned 
to treat it as such, they must have realized that it was 
sedition of a sort unknown before 

The Imrtal idea brought millions mto the streets of India’s 
towns and cities Gandhi was himself in Bombay on tnat 
day (April 6) and he, with Mrs Sarojim Naidu, spoke m 
a mosque Together they sold copies of two books forbidden 
by the government Gandhi’s Hmd Swaraj and his 
translation of Ruskm’s UiUo This Last The government 
wisely decided not to arrest anybody for this, the books 
being “mere repnnts” and therefore not the same as the 
books that had been proscnbed Thousands of volunteers 
sold copies of the books on that day and were equally 
unmolested 

The excitement engendered by Gandhi’s appeal for 
haital went far beyond what he had intended, and it did 
not stop on April 6 as he had asked India was in turmoil 
It was inevitable that heads would be broken, hves lost 
The gentle Mahatma had asked too much, expected too 
much Gandhi himself, in the midst of the excitement, tned 
to contmue his journey on to Delhi and the Punjab, but 
was arrested on the train and turned back to Bombay Ihe 
news of his arrest, runmng through India like wildfire, 
caused huge crowds to collect m vanous cities In Bombay 
itself an immense mob gathered and was chargea by the 
mounted pohce, with many casualties In Ahmedabad, where 
the mill-hands were Gandhi’s special children, the news of 
his arrest aroused a funous mob to violence, and one 
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policeman was killed This disturbed Gandhi more than the 
similar news from elsewhere, because he thought tne 
Ahmedabad workers had really understood satyagraha “A 
rapier run through my body could scarcely have pained me 
more,” he said 

At various times and places dunng these days he warned 
his excited followers that he would have to abandon 
satyagraha, or even imdertake a satyagiaha of his own agamst 
his followers, if they did not carry out the pnnciples 
of truth and non-violence They had injured “some 
English gentlemen,” and the Mahatma declared that the 
English were his brethren “We have burned down build- 
ings, forcibly captured weapons, extorted money, stopped 
trams, cut off telegraph wires, killed innocent people and 
plundered shops and pnvate houses,” he declared m his 
speech at Ahmedabad 

As a result of all this he decided that the time for 
satyagraha had not come, and he called off the movement 
In atonement for what had happened he would fast and 
pray for three days, and he asked those who agreed with 
him to do the same thing for one day His pnnciples had 
not been understood and he would not go on until they were 
sufficiently understood to make the satyagiaha pure — a 
sacrifice, not a violence 

No act of his life was more bewildering to the masses in 
India than Gandhi’s abandonment of the satyagraha move- 
ment at this moment It took a long tune for Indians m 
general, Hindus as well as Moslems, to understand that the 
frail little man meant simply what he said, that he had a will 
of iron, and that no power on earth could induce hun to 
pursue an action if he felt that it violated his pnnaples 

The Amritsar massacre took place on April 13, and the 
Mahatma’s abandonment of satyagraha, tbou^ promised m 
several precedmg speeches, took place on April 18 The 
massacre comcided with his first armouncement that he 
mtended to fast and pray A gruesome senes of events 
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did, in fact, follow the stonn that had been summoned up 
by the Mahatma’s dream m Madras 

The Mahatma’s gnef and sorrow may be unagmed He 
had undertaken, in high hope, a movement that he thou^t 
might lead to such sacrificial deeds on the part of the Indian 
people that the Bntish government would be moved to 
rescmd oppressive legislation and perhaps even consider 
other grievances Instead of this, his own people had gone 
wld and much destruction and violence had ensued He 
had not been understood in spite of all his patient explammg 
In Bombay, mstead of offering themselves for arrest as he 
had asked, a great Indian crowd surrounded the jail and 
clamoured for the release of fifty common criminals — 
precisely the opposite, as he told them, of what he had asked 
Then, of course, the horrors of Amntsar came to add 
their weight to his woe Worst of all, he could not stir 
from his ashram The government of India was thoroughly 
aware that the great tempest now sweeping India had come 
into being because of the Mahatma’s request They there- 
fore restneted his movements on the ground that wherever 
he went he would constitute a danger to the peace This, 
too, must have chafed and oppressed him — ^that he, whose 
life was given to peace, should be classified as an enemy 
to the pubhc order and an advocate or instigator of violence 
He wanted, above all, to go to Amntsar But it was 
October of that year (1919) before he was allowed to 

go 


2 

Amntsar, holy city to the Sikhs m the Punjab, was 
the scene of the events of Aprd 13, 1919, which have 
never been forgotten m India In that crowded city 
an unprecedented show of friendship between Hmdu and 
Moslem had taken place durmg the hartal of March 30 (the 
ongmal one) and the second hartal of Apnl 6 However, 
m fear of the great crowds that had assembled, the govern- 
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ment (of the Punjab) ordered the deportation of the tvvo 
local Congress leaders, one Hindu and one Moslem, thus 
brmging on what they wished to avoid The furious crowds 
ran amuck, three Enghsh bankers were killed, others were 
assaulted Bngadier-General Reginald E H Dyer was 
ordered to Amritsar on Apnl 11, and as the first act of his 
command (April 12) prohibited public meetmgs The 
proclamation was read to the people at various pomts of 
the city, but it has never been established that its provisions 
were known everywhere In any case, a pubhc meeting 
took place at half past four on the afternoon of the 13th m 
the Jallianwalla Bagh, an open space m the middle of the 
city 

The JaUianwaUa Bagh, m spite of its name (bagh is 
garden), has nothing of the garden about it It is an open 
space surrounded by buildings, and was then more or less 
waste land ivith debris of one sort or another on it The 
crowd, estimated by the Bntish official report at somewhere 
between ten and twenty thousand, filled all the space at one 
end and the middle General Dyer entered on the raised 
ground at the opposite and with twenty-five Gurkhas and 
twenty-five Baluchis, all armed with rifles, putting one 
detachment on each side of him, and then, without giving 
any warmng or ordermg the crowd to disperse, simply 
opened fire and kept on firing for ten minutes As the exits 
from the JaUianwaUa Ba^ are few and very narrow, it was 
impossible for the crowd to get away in tune By the 
official British count, 379 were kiUed and 1,137 wounded 
As the troops fired 1,650 rounds, this means that almost 
every buUet hit a man 

Dyer further ordered that aU Indians passing through a 
certain street, where the En^sh headmistress of a school had 
been beaten by the mob on April 10, must crawl on aU 
fours This apphed to Indian famiUes who had no other 
means of reaching their homes Any Indian in a vehicle 
had to dismount and crawl, any Indian with a parasol had 
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to furl It and crawl, any Indian was ordered to salute or 
salaam any English officer m these distncts A whippmg- 
post was mstalled at the spot where the schoolmistress had 
been beaten, and this was used for floggmg such Indians as 
disobeyed any of these orders 

General Dyer always defended these well-nigh incredible 
actions and orders on the ground that he wished to “make 
a wide impression” and a “moral effect,” so as to discourage 
rebelhon The official Bntish report says “We have no 
doubt that he succeeded in creatmg a very wide impression 
and a great moral effect, but of a character quite opposite 
from the one he mtended ” Dyer was asked for his resig- 
nation and retired to England Indignation in England was 
at a In^ pitch, almost as hi^ as in India, but without the 
corrosive, festermg effects of a profound national humiliation 
The government m London (Edwin Montagu being Secretary 
of State for India at the time) repudiated “emphatically” 
the doctrine upon which Dyer based his action, and declared 
that the order for Indian to crawl “offended against every 
canon of civilized government ” 

When the whole story of the Indian national movement 
IS viewed from the vantage point of time, it may be seen that 
the massacre at Amritsar was a tragic but decisive 
event It convmced many Indians of good will that there 
was no hope in Bntish government It pushed Mahatma 
Gandhi, m his great grief, much farther mto pohtics (and 
much sooner) than he might otherwise have gone And 
truthfully, too, it inflicted many En^hmen of good will 
with a sense of guilt, a desire to atone for the outrage and 
to do better by India in the future Edwin Montagu and 
Lord Chelmsford (the Viceroy) were such men, and the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, giving India a constitution 
and a share m government, were proposed m that same 
year, 1919 

But the bitterness of Amntsar was responsible for many 
of India’s vicissitudes m the next twenty years — for the 
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Widespread belief that the Bntish were never to be trusted, 
for the difficulties of any negotiation, for sporadic acts of 
violence, for a growth of downright enmity, of mimical 
feelmgs, on both sides Seldom can one officer of fairly 
modest rank have produced such a tangle of histoncal 
results from one decision General Dyer was a product of 
his particular class and chmate (born m India, educated in 
an Insh Tory school, and commissioned m the army at 
mneteen) , but this fact m itself pointed up every evil of the 
regime, which Indians of eveiy class were now begmnmg to 
detect 


3 

Mahatma Gandhi was unable to get to Amritsar all 
summer long Fmally Lord Chelmsford telegraphed him 
that he was free to go “any tune after October 17th ” (We 
may speculate that the reforms had already been decided 
upon in London and that this was a sign of the commg 
attempt at conciliation} ) Wherever he went, he was 
received by those dehnous crowds who then and thereafter 
were never to leave him The demonstrations m Lahore, a 
city of many Moslems, were particularly striking In 
Amntsar he settled down to make his own inquiry into the 
massacre of Jalhanwalla Ba^ Motilal Nehru, father of 
Jawaharlal, who was not only a Congress leader of great 
prestige but a ffist-class lawyer, worked with Gandhi on 
this report, as did a number of other men of repute m the 
Congress, but the actual draftmg was left to the Mahatma 

Gandhi had never been to the Punjab before, and seems 
not to have realized how powerful a symbol he had become, 
there as elsewhere in India He actually said to the pohce 
in Bombay, when they first prevented him from gomg to the 
Punjab m Apnl “Nobody knows me there ” The excite- 
ment surrounding his visit must have convinced him to the 
contrary Thousands of Punjabis filed before him to teU 
their stones, and he listened as patiently as always, though 
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he rejected anything he thought exaggerated or unproved 
The official British report had been prepared on much Jess 
evidence than this unofficial one of Gandhi’s, because the 
British inquiry had been boycotted by most of the Indians 
who could have testified Whether Gandhi’s inqmry or the 
official one corresponds more closely to the facts can hardly 
be deterimned now, they differed chiefij’' in the numbers 
given for dead and wounded But the pnncipal result of 
the inquiry, in Gandhi’s life, was that it entwined him more 
closely into political hfe than before, having made this 
inquiry, lie could not refuse to take part in the annual 
meeting of the Congress that year (m Amritsar) or in the 
Hmdu-Moslem conversations on the Caliphate The process 
tliat had begun with his dream in Madras was quite 
relentlessly leading lum into the central position in 
Indian and empire politics, whether he desired it or not 
The progression was accelerated by the question of tlie 
Caliphate of Islam, considered vital by the Mohammedans 
of India Gandhi had been by instinct nature, and 

deliberate intention a friend of the Moslems all his hfe He 
once said m South Africa long before he returned to India, 
that the final test of his satyagiaha would come on Hmdu- 
Moslem unity Now an opportunity was offered to make 
that unity real, and he could not refuse it He left Amritsar 
for Delhi in November 1919 for the Moslem Conference, to 
which he had been officially invited The Moslems were 
so eager for his support that they offered to place 
cow-protection on the agenda of their conference Gandhi 
felt tlie artificiahty of the proposal, and refused If Moslems 
wished to respect Hindu susceptibilities by ceasing the 
slaughter of cows, they could do so, and it had nothing 
to do with the Caliphate If Hindus wished to support 
Moslem desires for the Caliphate of Islam they should do 
so without attempting to make a bargain on cow-protection 
G’andhi was on the platform at this fateful Moslem 
conference listening to all the debate The Moslems of 
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India had already passed resolutions condemning the Bntish 
for being too severe with Turkey, the time had now 
come to think of some method of makmg their desires felt 
All expected that the final peace terms dictated to Turkey 
would truncate that old Moslem state and destroy the 
Cahphate of Islam, the centre of the Moslem world 

Gandhi’s contribution, when it came his time to speak, 
was the single momentous word “non-cooperation” He 
could not very well propose to Mohammedans the idea of 
satyagraha, which was too far-reaching, too profound, and 
too difficult to understand Satyagraha was not m the 
Moslem tradition or character, mdeed, it was supemally 
difficult for most Hmdus The word itself was Sansknt and 
therefore not smted to the En^sh-speaking Moslems of 
this conference Gandhi, after days of reflection, decided 
upon “non-cooperation” as the suitable Enghsh word 
A boycott of English textiles, as the Moslems had 
proposed, was not m itself a sufficient action What was 
needed, Gandhi told them, was a firm non-cooperation in 
all other fields a refusal of Bntish employment, Bntish 
honours, Bntish schools or courts With the entire 
machmery of Bntish government in India — ^up to, as was 
later mcluded, the non-payment of taxes — ^the Moslems 
should undertake non-cooperation at the risk of much 
personal sacnfice and loss So grave a step should not be 
taken, however, unless the Bntish terms of peace with 
Turkey were fully known, if they were as severe as expected, 
non-cooperation was the nght response 

The word and the idea dominated Indian pubhc life for 
years, afterwards And yet m a new test that came within 
a month, Gandhi was m favour of co-operation with the 
Bntish ' 

This was the Montagu-Ghelmsford Reforms, as they 
were called from the names of their authors a first step 
toward constitutional government m India The Reforms 
were announced on the day before the Indian National 
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Congress held its annual meeting at Amntsar The constitu- 
tional system devised was unsatisfactorj' to all otner 
Indians, Gandhi said, “and was not wholly satisfactory 
even to me, ’ but he thought it wiser to accept the proposals 
in good faith and try them out as a bcgmmng 

By this tmie Gandhi’s power over the masses in India 
was already so great that the lawyers and pundits of the 
National Congress could not go on without him When 
he discovered that the Congress as a whole disagreed witn 
him, and did not wish to accept the Montagu-Chehnsford 
Reforms, he tned to retire to his ashram rather than argue 
It out They would not let him go away — any decision 
taken m his absence would have been almost meamngless 
to the people of India because the mere fact of his absence 
would have indicated disapproval Thus, agam, circum- 
stance maneuvered the drama in such a way that Gandhi’s 
words and moves, or even his silences, exercised a fateful 
spell over political evolution Under these circumstances 
he stayed in the Congress, and although he disliked havmg 
’o overcome some of its veteran leaders who disagreed with 
him he stated his views and they prevailed The Congress 
passed a resolution commending the Reforms and thanking 
Edwin Montagu, but asking for the recall of Lord Chelmsford 
tor mismanagement (The Viceroy had defended Dyer 
after the Amritsar massacre ) The other resolutions passed 
also followed the general recommendations of G'andhi, who 
from this time forward was the unquestioned spint of the 
Indian National Congress, impossible to disregard even when 
his wishes were most tentatively expressed and even 
when they ran counter to the wishes of the impatient youth 
of the country 

Gandhi himself however, rapidly lost faith m the good 
intentions of the British Aside from Edwin Montagu, 
nobody m the government in London seemed to realize what 
the abolition of the Cahphate meant to the Moslems of 
India A ruthless peace treaty was dictated to Turkey The 
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Hindus of India at the same time were flouted by the fact 
that General Dyer’s pension (paid by India) was continued 
after his retirement to England, and by the fact that a large 
purse was collected there as a gift to him in sympathy after 
the Amritsar massacre These and many other episodes — 
the continued enforcement of the Rowlatt Act being one — 
finally drove Gandhi into the acceptance (Apnl 1920) ot 
the presidency of the Home Rule League This was a 
symbolic deed, placmg him on record as an opponent ot 
the existing government, though not yet as an outright 
rebel It was much farther than he had ever gone before 
The organ of political action continued to be the Indian 
National Congress, of which the Home Rulers were also 
members, but Gandhi’s adherence to home rule gave the 
idea a powerful impetus 

The time for active non-cooperation had now come 
Gandhi’s advice impelled the Khilafat (Cahphate) movement 
to adopt It as a pohey and his own word was enou^i 
to ensure Hindu support He wrote to the Viceroy, as 
was his custom, givmg due and courteous notice that he had 
advised the Moslems and Hindus “to withdraw their support 
from Your Excellency’s government” The Viceroy said 
that non-cooperation was “the most foohsh of all foolish 
schemes ” 

Gandhi asked for a day of fasting and prayer throughout 
India on July 31 Non-cooperation would begin on 
August 1 

It was very far from being a “foolish scheme” as it 
worked out Hindu and Moslem committees, working 
together, scoured the country and induced millions to give 
up their British clothing and even jobs Gandhi himself 
was incessantly moving about India, immune to fatigue, 
preaching his home-rule gospel in the Hindi word sn'araj 
(self-rule) He had completely dominated the special 
Congress held in early September 1920, just after the 
beginning of non-cooperation The Congress adopted non- 
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cooperation, and it was confirmed bj’ the regular annual 
meeting at Nagpur m December At Nagpur, Gandhi 
produced a constitution for the Congress (which had had 
none before) it created tlie system of village, distnct, and 
city umts, the executive All India Congress Committee of 
350, and a Working Committee of fifteen, the system under 
which the organization has endured Thus the body of 
upper middle-class lawyers, bankers, and pundits brought 
into being onginaUy by the British, became a mass organiza- 
tion with its roots deep m Indian life 

G'andhi’s tours durmg late 1920 and the greater part of 
1921 took him everywhere in the country that could be 
reached by railroad, and into many distncts where the 
railroad did not go It was his habit to ask for the sacrifice 
of foreign clothmg, and the great bonfires that soon burned 
all over India were actually started by him Sometimes 
men stripped themselves naked and put all their clothes on 
the great central heap When he had finished speaking, the 
Mahatma himself applied the match to the fire The 
example was followed all over India, and women of the 
upper classes vied with one another m sacrificing textiles 
bought from England Men and women were taking to 
the spmmng-wheel, which now began to be produced m 
quantity, and it was part of the Mahatma’s plea that they 
should all get mto homespun as soon as possible 

At that time he wore homespun, but the garments 
themselves were conventional enough a white cap (known 
thereafter as the “Gandhi cap”), a dhoti, or loosely draped 
trousers, and a sleeveless vest It was not until September 
1921 that he took the final step and adopted the dress of 
the poorest of the poor — a loincloth and, m cold weather, 
a homespun shawl 

Dunng this period money was collected on a very great 
scale A spirit of sacnfice swept over India, as it did 
penodically thereafter during the Mahatma’s active cam- 
paigns This was perhaps the highest, as it was the first, of 
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these general passionate assertions of belief in the Mahatma’s 
way to freedom It is remarkable mdeed that in the midst 
of all this excitement, with great crowds almost constant in 
the cities and towns, violence did not occur anywhere for 
many months 

Gandhi travelled for a large part of the time with 
Mohammed Ah, younger of the two brothers who were 
acknowledged leaders of the Moslems It was a high point, 
too, of Hindu-Moslem unity Yet in September 1921 
Mohammed Ah was arrested and Gandhi was not, though 
they were walking together to a meeting at the time The 
arrest was made because Mohammed Ah had asked Moslems 
not to join the Bntish army, his elder brother went to lail 
for the same offence soon afterwards Gandhi, m great 
distress at the loss of his Moslem fnend and fellow worker, 
asked the Congress Working Committee (October 5) to pass 
a resolution declaring it the duty of every Indian soldier or 
civilian to quit the government service — thus sharing 
whatever guilt the Ah brothers had incurred 

It was ]ust at this point that Gandhi went to the final 
extreme in simplicity of clothing and adopted the loincloth 
as bemg the garment of the poor 

The government of India may or may not have been 
responsible for the visit of the Pnnoe of Wales at the end 
of the year it was probably a miscalculation on the part 
of the London government, influenced by the Prince’s 
immense populanty at that time m Europe and Amenca, 
Perhaps it was thought that he could calm the tempest in 
India Instead of doing so, he added to it His parades 
through empty streets in some cities and through demonstra- 
tions of hostility m others should have been a serious 
warning Unfortunately, the royal visit aroused even more 
emotional tensions among the Indians themselves, and 
violence broke out In Bombay, the nationalists made an 
attack on those Indians who had, m spite of the boycott, 
gone out to welcome the Prince, and the ensuing nots were 
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a ternble additional gnef to the Mahatma He undertook 
to fast as a prayer for peace until the violence should cease 
and took no food for five days 

It is often asked, even now, why the Bntish authorities 
refrained from arrestmg Gandhi m 1921, at a time when 
others were bemg arrested on a very large scale for domg 
what he asked them to do By the end of the year some 
twenty thousand Indians were in jail for obeying Gandhi’s 
wishes (sedition, it was called), and over the turn of the 
jear ten thousand more joined them 

It IS easy to say, and often has been said, that the 
government was fearful of the results that might ensue, in a 
clunate so agitated, if the Mahatma was sent to pnson That 
fear no doubt played some part But it is known now 
that the new Viceroy, Lord Reading, was almost alone 
responsible for the immumty the Mahatma enjoyed (or, m 
fact, did not enjoy — it worned him a good deal) Lord 
Reading was a man of very exceptional quahty mdeed, and 
had nsen to his emmence by his own efforts (He started 
life as a messenger boy on a ship, and was afterwards a 
fruit merchant before he studied the law ) On his amval 
in India, m Apnl of this year, 1921, he had wanted to talk 
to Gandhi and had proceeded to do so at great length, 
though they were both cnticized by their own fnends for 
consenting to the mterviews at such a moment The details 
were all published by Readmg’s son in biography that 
appeared long afterwards (1945), complete with the 
Viceroy’s own letters home on the subject 

In these very curious conversations, six in number, 
G'andhi attempted to mculcate his ideas of truth non- 
violence, and love on the worldly-wise Viceroy Reading 
obviously was rather startled at first, as he had no doubt 
been coached by the Bntish “experts ’ on India to expect 
a crafty and guileful Babu He was quick to recognize the 
sincerity, courtesy, and, as he says, “distinction” of his 
visitor, and declared at once that the moral and religious 
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Views of Gandhi were “on a remarkably high altitude” 
He could not see, however, how the Mahatma was to apply 
them in practical pohtics The Mahatma explained, as he 
always did, that the first task for Indians was self-purification 
by means of non-violence, truth, and love, and that m this 
process the English rule (“white supremacy”) would cease 
naturally as a result (I myself do not think the Mahatma 
ever used an expression like “white supremacy,” which 
sounds to me like Reading’s own paraphrase ) 

Lord Readmg may have been puzzled so it seems 
But he was also tremendously impressed It is quite possible 
that he felt in Gandhi’s presence, as others felt before and 
after, a sort of unearthly purity before which all ordinary 
considerations became vulgar and insignificant Whether 
this was true or not, the fact is that the Viceroy remained 
for many months unwilling to order Gandhi’s arrest, 
sometimes standmg alone against it while the government 
in London and the governors of the Indian provmces weie 
all demanding it 

The British were not alone m being puzzled by the 
Mahatma’s course during 1921 and early 1922 Many 
Indians, impatient and angry, wanted to begin an armed 
lebellion They were restrained by the knowledge that 
Gandhi would never approve of it, and that without his 
approval the masses would not move Thus both the 
Indian nationalists and the Bntish faced situation so new 
that it was impossible for either of them to evaluate it 
properly and difficult for them both to take any decision 

The arrests contmued until practically all Indian leaders 
except Gandhi were in prison In the annual Congress 
meeting at the end of 1921 there was httle to do except 
what the Congress did do elect Gandhi as the “sole 
executive authority ” 

He was now m complete control of the situation His 
sli^test word was law for millions India, and a very 
large part of the world besides, waited anxiously for what 
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he would do next The more impatient nationalists were 
urgmg lum to go beyond non-cooperation into outnght civil 
disobedience and to do this on the largest possible scale 
immediately, smce the situation was obviously (they thought) 
of a revolutionary nature and temperature Nobody dared 
to advocate violence m his presence (and by this time very 
tew Indians dared to appear before him in European 
clothing) But civil disobedience on a vast scale, involving 
over three hundred milhon people, mi^t very well lead to 
violence, and no doubt the advocates of violence (Bengali 
and others) counted upon that 

However, out of his endless self-communing and medita- 
tion, the Mahatma brought forth a new idea He would try 
a campaign of civil disobedience, under his own direction, 
in one circumscribed distnct, where his own presence and 
influence might keep the people within the hmits of his 
prmctples He did not hope for pure satvagtaha, actual 
pure sacrifice, but for a campaign of straight, non-violent 
civil disobedience in which no Indian would m any way 
assist the British govermnent or public services to carry out 
their functions 

He chose the small distnct of Bardoli, m the Bombay 
Presidency, for this expenment It had a population of 
eighty-seven thousand, mostly m small villages, where the 
danger of violence was less than m cities Even in a small 
distnct, however, the total paralysis of all Bntish authority 
would be a solemn warning to the government Gandhi 
hoped that the warning might be heeded and that no more 
extreme measures would become necessary He was by 
nature both cautious and optimistic, and the Bardoli experi- 
ment, so modest m companson with the schemes of others, 
corresponded to his sense of nght 

He therefore wrote to Lord Reading on February 1, 
1922, and courteously informed him of the decision he had 
taken 

The All India Congress Committee had actually gone 
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on record the preceding November in favour of a civil 
disobedience campaign for the entire country, and Gandhi, 
much disquieted, had exacted from them a piomise to do 
nothmg without his consent Under the circumstances the 
greatest force for the preservation of order m India was not 
the Bntish government, army, or police, but the fragile 
little man of Sabarmati 

He went to Bardoh and prepared to set about his task 
As usual, he was eager for the people to understand that 
success m the movement could be achieved only if no 
violence was offered, and that no resistance should be 
made to any police action He emphasized as always, the 
importance of prayer and a reliance upon religious faith in 
any pure action While he was thus busied, the news reached 
him (February 8) of a dreadful atrocity 

It occurred at Chaun Chaura m the United Provinces 
By Gandhi’s own account, wntten in his weekly paper 
Young India on February 16, a legal procession had taken 
place there without pohee interference, but after it was over 
some stragglers were molested by the constables The 
stragglers called for help In Gandhi’s words “The mob 
returned The constables opened fire The httle ammuni- 
tion they had was exhausted and they retired to the Thana 
for safety The mob, my informant tells me, therefore set 
fire to the Thana The self-imprisoned constables had to 
come out for dear hfe and as they did so they were hacked 
to pieces and the mangled remains were thrown into the 
raging flames ” 

This horror so depressed the Mahatma that again, as 
in 1919, he felt compielled to cancel the entire campaign of 
civil disobedience, not only in the Bardoh district, but 
everywhere in India In penitence for the crime committed 
at Chaun Chaura he fasted for five days while both India 
and Great Bntam looked on m amazement It seemed 
hardly possible, at that time, that a man could go so far 
toward revolution — bloodless and peaceful, but still revolu- 
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tion — and then call it off wnth a prayer Howe\er, it was 
Gandhi’s way, and the masses did as he said, not as any 
other mi^t tell them To the Indians who protested, the 
Mahatma said patienth “The drastic reversal of practically 
the whole of the aggressive programme may be pohticall}' 
unsound and unwise, but there is no doubt that it is 
religiously sound ” 

Lord Reading, who had held off for so long agamst 
those in London and India who wanted Gandhi arrested, 
now decided, rather mystenously, to give the order In his 
letters to his son he had said that he was waitmg for an 
“overt act,” his democratic feelmgs being all against arrestmg 
anybody for words alone The only “overt act” Gandhi 
committed in February was one of peace^ renunciation, and 
penitence for the Chaun Chaura atrocity, and yet the 
governors of the great provinces (Lloyd, Wilhngdon, and 
Ronaldshay) still wanted him arrested The Viceroy issued 
the order on March 1, 1922, and it was executed on March 
10 at half past ten at night 

The Mahatma had anticipated his own arrest for a long 
time and had published an appeal, one day before the arrest 
took place, asking the people to be calm if the event 
occurred It is quite probable that he had been disappomted 
at his prolonged exemption from the pumshment his 
whole system courted The Bntish — misunderstanding as 
usual — ^thought that his imprisonment “hke an ordinary 
mortal” was a “blow to his prestige.” remaining unaware 
even at this late date that such imprisonment was a 
calculated part of the satyagraha and that Gandhi’s system 
would not have been complete without it They also seem 
not to have realized (at last the Viceroy did not) that India’s 
quiet and good order were m obedience to the Mahatma’s 
wishes rather than to the power of the Bntish Ra] 

The tnal took place m Ahmedabad on March 18 1922 
Gandhi and the pnnter of his magazine, Mr S G' Banker 
were charged with wntmg and publishing three seditious 
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articles in Young India They were, indeed, seditious the 
first of them declares it m so many words (“sedition has 
become the creed of the Congress’) It also declares it 
a sin for any soldier or civihan to serve the government 
The second article proclaims rebelhon and asks the govern- 
ment to understand that this is war The third article 
asserts that the war will go on to the end, no matter how 
long it may take 

The first of these articles, which in effect mvited arrest, 
had appeared seven months before It must have been 
puzzling to many then, as it still is to us, why the arrest 
had not been made when the article first eame out One 
might be tempted to thmk that the British held off preeisely 
because Gandhi wanted to be arrested, but on the contrary 
they do not seem to have understood that this was his wish 
The stupidity of even such a very clever man as Lord 
Readmg is starthng in retrospect, but Gandhi’s methods 
were new then and difficult for his contemporanes to com- 
prehend 

A great show of military force was made at Ahmedabad 
during the trial It was, of course, unnecessary, as the 
people there and throughout India understood the Mahatma’s 
wishes and obeyed them The attention of the whole 
country (and, for the first time, of the entire world) centred 
upon Gandhi that day He did not defend hunself 
against the charges — ^indeed, he stated that he was more 
seditious and had been more seditious for a longer time, 
than the government’s case charged He asked the ]udge, 
if he believed m this law and this government, to impose the 
highest penalty that could be inflicted 

The Mahatma’s statement, outhnmg his transformation 
from a loyal subject of the Raj into a rebel against it, had 
tremendous effect at the time His behaviour stiU had, in 
1922, the element of surpnse — ^people in general were not 
used to him, and they seem to have thought he would defend 
himself somehow, or at least ask for mercy We who 
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follow afterwards can see that such would never be his iiTiy 
that he would be compelled by his entire inner logic to 
demand the maximum punishment 

The judge, Mr C N Broomfield, was obviously embar- 
rassed, regretful His was no easy task “It will be 
impossible to ignore the fact that you are m a dilferent 
category from any person I have ever tned or am likely tc 
have to try,” he said He went on to say that Gandhi was 
a “great patriot and a great leader” m the eyes of milhons 
“Even those who differ from you in pohtics look upon you 
as a man of hi^ ideals and of noble and even saintly life 

Tile sentence imposed was six years of simple impnson 
ment “If the course of events m India should make it 
possible for the government to reduce the penod and release 
you,” said the judge, “no one will be better pleased than 
I” 

G'andhi stated that this was as mild a sentence as could 
have been imposed by any judge, one can tell by his words 
that he was feeling rather sorry for Mr Broomfield He 
also remarked upon the great courtesy with which he had 
been treated in the proceedings He was led away between 
kneeling and weeping spectators 

It is worth pointing out once again that impnsonment 
was not only welcome to Gandhi, but absolutely essential 
His system depended upon it Moreover, he never asked 
others to do anything he was not willing to do himself it 
had been a fundamental rule for many years, and it applied 
to impnsonment just as it did to digging latrines or washing 
dirty clothes It was so much a cardinal point in his e>es 
that he never tired of repeating it Consequently, for him 
to remain any longer out of jail when so manv thousands 
of his followers were locked up would have violated his 
sense of justice and caused him great gnef Quite possibly 
the cleverest thing the Bntish could have done would have 
been never to arrest him at all it is possible, though not 
likely, that he would have abandoned public life .f he had 
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been immune to pumshment while others suffered One 
cannot tell at this distance In any case, the British were 
not clever, so (as the Mahatma would say) “the contingency 
did not arise ” 


4 

Gandhi was quite happy in Yeravda Jail, where he was 
lodged in sohtary confinement from March 20, 1922, to 
January 12, 1924 He said himself, in one of his letters 
from jail, that he was “happy as a bird ” His life outside 
of pnson was so totally pubhc at all times, and was lived 
m proximity to so many persons, that incarceration had a 
genume appeal to the sohtary and contemplative elements 
of his nature The British were extremely courteous to 
him, and when they realized that he had taken a vow to 
spm every day, they broke their own rules and allowed a 
spmmng-wheel to be brought into the cell This was, 
however, the only special privilege he was wilhng to accept 
He refused to be transferred to a special section of the jail 
and also wrote to the governor of the prison saymg he wanted 
no dietary privileges if other pnsoners did not have them 

Four hours of each day he spent at the spmmng-wheel — 
a source of immense happiness to him In hfe outside of 
pnson he had never been able to get m more than an hour’s 
spinmng a day The wheel no doubt had a fundamental 
mystic significance, as it does throughout the Indie and 
Buddhist world, but for Gandhi it had also an almost 
immeasurable practical importance for “the economic salva- 
tion of impovenshed India ” For these and other reasons, 
a complex of reasons, he grew steadily more devoted to 
s pinnin g He learned cardmg and weavmg (had just 
learned cardmg when he went to pnson), but his first and 
last love was the wheel 

The rest of his long day (four in the morning to eight 
at mght) was given to books, correspondence, and medita- 
tion The Gita took a good part of his time, as always, 
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but he also read the Koran and some Christian literature 
This happy existence was brought to an end by a sudden 
appendicitis 

The difemma of the Bntish was painful They could 
not permit hmi to die m jail, but neither could they risk 
an unsuccessful operation They transferred him in hasie 
to the Sassoon Hospital in Poona, where the Mahatma 
signed a declaration, in the presence of two Indian fnends 
summoned for the purpose, saymg that he had consented 
to the operation for appendicitis, and that, whatever happen- 
ed to him, the people of India should not make it a pretext 
for agitation agamst the government This precaution was 
highly necessary, for at the mere rumour of his illness excite- 
ment began to nse all over the country 

The operation, by a colonel of the Bntish Medical Corps, 
was successful, though performed under difiBcultics (the 
electncity went off and the job was done by the hght of a 
humcane lantern) The government of India (or perhaps 
that m London) decided that under the circumstances 
Gandhi had been m prison long enou^, and on February 5 
he was released In the midst of a great outburst of 
national rejoicing, he went to Juhu Beach, near Bombay, 
to spend his convalescence in the house of a weU-to-do 
friend 

Gandhi’s term m pnson (almost two years) had undone 
much of his most chenshed work The Congress party had 
passed into the hands of the activists, C R Das and Motilal 
Nehru, who wished to participate in provmcial councils and 
in general m dyarchy pohtics, all the boycotts were dead 
or djnng, lawyers were retummg to their practice and 
students to their colleges, non-cooperation had ceased and 
there had been no civil disobedience since Gandhi had 
himself cancelled it But worst, much the worst of all in 
Gandhi’s eyes, Hmdu-Moslem umty had been shattered 
and there had been communal nots, \iolence, and murder 
m a number of places 



120 MAHATMA GANDHI — ^A GREAT LIFE IN BRIEF 

Under these circumstances Gandhi, who did not want 
to spht the nationahsts into factions, decided to leave politics 
to others and devote himself to what he called “constructive 
work” He adhered to this hnc for several years, but in 
point of fact everything he said or did had some influence 
on politics because he was the focus of attention for all India 
and the masses would have no other guru His “constructive 
work” itself had vast political effects — ^the spinning 
wheel, for instance, and his work for the untouchables He 
was not now, and never had been, anti-Bntish, he held that 
the key to Swaiaj (self-rule) for India was not in British, 
but m Indian hands India would be free when it was 
purified, and not before 

In this task of “purifying India” it was obvious tliat the 
first thing must be a restoration of friendliness between 
Hindus and Moslems As soon as his strength was partially 
restored, Gandhi resumed the editorship of his weekly paper, 
Young India (he called it his “viewspaper”), and of the 
Gujarati monthly Navajivan Both had large circulations 
but Young India dunng these years was eagerly read 
throughout the country, as it was m English, which was, and 
is, the one language common to all regions In Younq 
India Gandhi returned again and again to the subject ol 
Hmdu-Moslem relations, which were not only bad, but 
actually were deteriorating He had many words of stern 
common sense to say about the communal clashes 

In the summer of 1924 things went from bad to worse 
between the two communities Not only did violence 
happen m crowded cities where mobs got out of hand, but 
actually many Indians, including members of the Congress 
Working Committee, believed in violence as a method or 
means When Gandhi went to a meeting of the Working 
Committee that June and was made to understand that a 
considerable number of his own associates did not believe in 
his non-violence, he wept publicly They had followed his 
non-violent campaign of two years before because it seemed 
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to be getting results, not because they believed m it as a 
principle This was a great gnef to him 

On September 18, 1924, therefore, he had recourse to 
his supreme remedy and declared a fast of twenty-one days 
devoted to the prayer for peace between Hindu and Moslem 
Bhs physical condition made this an extremely temera- 
nous undertakmg, and yet, upon the evidence it seems clear 
that nothmg else could have brou^t peace to India The 
Mahatma had been writmg and speakmg on the subject ever 
since his release from pnson, and the situation had grown 
steadily worse He felt then, as he was to feel so often 
afterwards, that people no longer hstened to hun, they 
could come out by the milli on to see him, to kneel beside 
his train as it passed them, even to touch the dust that his 
feet had trodden, but they would not really hsten to what 
he had to say The “craze for darshan," as he called it — 
the desire of the masses to receive the mystical blessmg 
that IS supposed to come from the si^t of a saint or even 
of a great leader of men — got m the way of his work 
And It was mdeed true that many gazed upon the Mahatma 
with reverence and with love, but hstened to not a word he 
was saying I saw this with my own eyes In earher 
.days It was not possible for most of them to hsten, anyhow, 
as his voice was ever feeble and there were no microphones 
how could a crowd of twenty-five thousand people do 
anythmg but catch a ghmpse of him As for readmg. 
It was truer then than now that most Indians were ilhterate 
In announcmg the great fast of 1924 Gandhiji referred 
sadly to this state of afiairs “Nothmg, evidently,” he said, 
“which I say or write can bring the two commumties together 
I am therefore imposmg on myself a twenty-one day 
fast from today and endmg Wednesday October 6th I 
reserve the liberty to dnnk water with or without salt It 
IS both a penance and a prayer I respectfully invite 
the heads of all commumties, mcludmg En^shmen, to meet 
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and end this quarrel which is a disgrace to rehgion and to 
humanity It seems as if God has been dethroned Let 
us reinstate Hun in our hearts ” 

The sources of Gandhi’s power over the masses of 
Indians, and to a lesser degree over all his contemporaries, 
were numerous and complex, but high among them must 
be named the mstinct for symbolic action Certain of his 
most charactenstic acts (such as this fast, and later the Salt 
March) carried the stamp of a pecuhar genius, one that 
knew how to dramatize the truth There was no theatre 
in this twenty-one-day fast it was grim torture part of the 
tune and profoundly senous all of the tune Yet it conveyed 
to the most ignorant villager the truth of a great 
sacrifice for peace Because it was true and felt by every- 
body to be true, its effect was immediate and magical Long 
before the fast was over, Hindus and Moslems, with 
prayer and weepmg, had pledged themselves by the millions 
to keep the peace 

Mohammed Ah, Gandhi’s friend of the 1921 campaign, 
had a house in Delhi, and it was there, sheltered by Moslems 
and cared for by Moslem doctors, that the Mahatma 
chose to undergo his ordeal His last food before, and 
his first food after, the fast would thus be given hun by 
Moslems (The admmistration of food has special signifi- 
cance m Hinduism, and is governed by caste regulations ) 
His great fnend, the Chnstian missionary Charles Freer 
Andrews (“Charhe”), acted as his nurse The prayers and 
hymns at the begnmng and the end of the epic endeavour 
were Moslem, Chnstian, and Hindu, all three In every 
respect the dramatization, if one may call it that, of the 
Mahatma’s truth was earned out so that the whole world 
could see what rehgious umty nu^t mean and might achieve 
if It could come into being for all as it did for this one 

It must be said at once, of course, that rehgious umty 
was not brought into effect on the practical stage of history 
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by the Mahatma’s great fast The fast had tremendous 
immediate results, but all, unfortunately, based upon fear 
for Gandhi’s hfe By this time it had become impossible 
for anybody m India to imagine what hfe would be like 
without the Mahatma (At the time of his assassmation 
this was at the root of the semi-paralysis that seemed to 
have overtaken everybody one saw ) The fear of his death 
produced a temporary unity and milhons of peace pledges 
but m stony fact the enmity between Hindu and Moslem 
did not really dimmish, and m subsequent years actually 
increased 

The thmg m itself, however, held the imagmation of the 
world for those three weeks, and it is still difficult for many 
to remember it ivithout a stir of emotion Nothing of the 
kind, no symbol of such mcontrovertible purity, had been 
offered the world for a very long time With considerable 
gaiety at times, and always in good spmts, the fragile httle 
man affronted risks that are seldom taken either m war 
or for peace He seems to have had some inner assurance 
that he could fast three weeks without a danger of suicide — 
suicide, which, as he told me himself by imphcation, he had 
always rejected His assurance came from his “mner voice, ’ 
which seems to have been remarkably nght on all the 
occasions known to us 

He ended the fast exactly as it had been planned, on 
Wednesday, October 6, at midday Before accepting a 
glass of orange juice from his Moslem doctor, the Mahatma 
asked for a httle rehgious ceremony The Imam recited 
the openmg verses of the Koran Charhe Andrews sang 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” in Enghsh, Vinoba 
Bhave recited (m Sansknt) from the Upamshads, and the 
favounte Vaishnava hymn was sung Many of the leaders 
of the Indian National Congress were in the room, seated 
on the floor near the bed The Mahatma spoke very 
bnefly, in a barely audible voice, before the service, asking 
those present to be ready to give their hves for brotherhood 
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In the years preceding the great struggle that reached its 
climax m the Salt March (1930), Gandhi devoted hunself 
almost entirely to his “constructive work,” and most of all 
to the spmnmg-wheel His desire to revive that instrument 
of salvation, as he called it, was bearing fruit, more and 
more Indians were learmng to spm, more and more wheels 
were commg forth, more homespun was bemg worn In 
1925 the AU-Indian Spinners’ Association was formed to 
press forward the work Gandhi himself made mcessant 
long tours throughout the country, visiting every province 
and state m turn, always pursumg his aim of the “purification 
of India ” His teachmg was not always received by the 
minds of those who formed his audience, as we have seen, 
but his moral authonty was as supreme when he ignored 
pohtics as when he took an active part Nothmg of which 
he really disapproved could get far in Indian pohtical hfe 
because, no matter where he was or what he was domg, 
his disapproval would somehow come out and be instantly 
known throughout the country 

Thus he was never “out of power,” even when he turned 
his back on pohtical hfe and worked for the spmnmg- 
wheel or the villagers He was never “out of power” and 
never “in power,” in the Western sense he simply was 
power, so far as India was concerned, and never to be 
gainsaid 

The years 1924-8 are remarkable, as Louis Fischer has 
pointed out m his Life of Mahatma Gandhi, for the fact 
that m all of Gandhi’s voluminous speaking and wnting 
there is httle reference to the Enghsh or to Bntish rule 
He was at this penod intent on “Swaraj from within” — 
that IS, on prepanng India, by “purification” and endless 
teachmg, for the pure satyagraha that would some day be 
possible and would bnng freedom In this preparation the 
Bntish had no part and the question of foreign rule was 
irrelevant it was Indians who had to be made ready from 
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withm, Indians who must leam to be clean and truthful 
and to spm and weave therr cloth and walk uprightly \vith 
their God The time for the Bntish would come later, 
when Indians had been made ready 

Thus he toured and worked and walked and talked 
Wherever he went, there were vast crowds and his feet 
were often mjured or scratched by the innumerable persons 
who attempted to touch them li many of his meetings m 
behalf of homespun (khadi) and the wheel (charkha), ladies 
or young guls gave him their jewels, which he cheer- 
fully accepted and put to use m the work for the spmnmg- 
wheel 

Fischer dates the “deification” of Gandhi from these 
years, I should have thought it started a httle earher In 
any case there is no doubt that he was much plagued durmg 
the 1920’s by various outbursts of excessive reverence 
touchmg on worship He did not hke it One tribe, the 
Gonds, had deified him outn^t, to his “horror and strongest 
disapproval” He was represented m temples from about 
1924 or 1925 on, and one southern temple is said to have 
been dedicated to him m the mid-1920’s His dislike for 
these excesses of the Indian rehgious instmct was strong 
He realized, of course, that the Western mmd could not 
understand such thmgs, and undoubtedly he feared for India 
the ndicule of the foreigners, as well as the harm that such 
deification could very well do to his own work As a 
Hmdu he knew that there was nothmg inherently improper, 
or contrary to the rehgion, m takmg one man to represent 
an aspect of the divme pnnciple such has been Hmdu 
practice smce before records began, and it is the fundamental 
Hindu doctrme that divimty dwells m aU hfe, immanent 
and transcendent Gandhi, however, may have had too 
much Western thought sifted throu^ his own consciousness 
to accept this, at least with regard to himself, he never 
reaUy accepted even the appeUation “Mahatma”, much less 
any more extreme form of distinction 
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Most of all, he seems to have been embarrassed by 
legend and miracle He tried to laugh them out of existence 
A man travelling on a tram with him fell out, landed 
on his head, and came up smiling His miraculous escape, 
he said, had been due to the fact that he was travelling 
with the Mahatma The Mahatma said “But in that case 
you wouldn’t have fallen out at all ” A poor man in 
Bengal came to him weanng a photograph of the Mahatma 
on a chain around his neck, the man had been paralysed, 
he said, and by endlessly repeating the name of G'andb he 
had, after many years, been cured “It was God who cured 
you, not Gandhi,” the Mahatma said sharply, “and kindly 
oblige me by taking that photograph off your neck ” 

All these phenomena of the hving legend were to be 
expected, above all in India, but do not seem to have been 
expected by the Mahatma, he was in this respect, as m so 
many others having to do with hnnself, an incurable 
innocent, with a naivete seldom equalled 

When he first came out of jail, Gandhi had said that 
he intended to retire from the Indian National Congress 
and from pohtical lite The spontaneous protest that arose 
from the whole country delayed him a bit, in fact, he was 
persuaded to accept the presidency of the Congress for 
1925 He accepted it on one condition that the Congress 
should take to weanng homespun, should make it an article 
of Congress doctrine, and should not admit any member 
who would not wear it Wherever and whenever possible, 
every member of Congress was to spin an hour each day 
The Congress — ^then badly spht in pohtical views — could 
not do without Gandhi, he as president could preserve their 
unity, they all accepted khadi, and from 1925 onward it 
became the official wear for all Indian nationalists 

One fast he undertook toward the end of 1925 
(November) without giving a pubhc explanation It lasted 
for seven days and aroused endless speculation and bewilder- 
ment in India Gandhi did not see why he had to explain 
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“The pubhc will have to neglect my fasts and cease to 
worrj' about them,” he wrote m Young India “They are 
part of my being I can as weU do without my eyes for 
mstance, as I can without fasts What the eyes are for the 
outer world, fasts are for the mner ” And, later on “This 
fast has nothing to do with the pubhc It is said I am 
pubhc property So be it But I must be taken with 
all my faults I am a searcher after truth My experiments 
I hold to be mfimtely more important than the best-equipped 
Himalayan expeditions ” 

In 1926, when his year’s presidency of the Congress 
was at an end, Mahatma declared a year of “Political 
silence” It was not a sdence in other respects, but he 
vowed to say nothmg on pohtical subjects untd the year 
was over, and to remain m his own ashram, or at least in 
Its nei^bourhood, all that time (“No farther away than 
Ahmedabad” he would go ) There is no doubt that he 
needed a rest, body and soul, perhaps his body set up 
warning signals, or the “inner voice” admonished him 
He was certainly not idle dunng the year, and his volumi- 
nous correspondence alone was enough to keep him busy 
on many subjects Young India was the organ through 
which India heard (and promptly repnnted in all the public 
press) what the Mahatma was thmking 

On the sexual questions that filled Young India Gandhi 
made a long senes of pertinent answers dunng the year 
He recognixed the need for birth control in India, but 
wanted to see it brought about by the method of self-control 
He ceaselessly advocated late marriages, bland diets, 
vegetananism of the stnctest sort, exercise, and a reliance 
on prayer and work as means to controllmg sexual desire 
He attacked child marriage as vehemently as he did 
untouchability and other evils, the existence of child widows 
(who could not remarry under Hindu law) was a great 
horror to him He gave the Bntish figures for 1921 
329,076 widows under sixteen m India, 11,892 of them 
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less than five years old, and 85,037 of them between five 
and ten He permitted girls in his ashram to marry only 
after they had reached the age of twenty-one, and m pnnt 
he advocated twenty-five as the mamage age for boys By 
all these means he hoped to brmg down the birth rate 
without havmg recourse to artificial contraceptives, which 
were repugnant to him on rehgious grounds 

Lord Irwm (later Lord Halifax), the new Viceroy, 
amved m India on Apnl 1, 1926 Gandhi did not mention 
this m Young India, and it was over a year and a half before 
the Viceroy sent for Gandhi By this time it was October 
1927 and the Mahatma had fimshed his “year of silence” 
and was agam tourmg India He had fallen ill and gone 
throng a long and difficult convalescence dunng the 
greater part of 1927 Now he journeyed to Delhi to see 
the Viceroy and was confronted with a strange bit of paper 
announcing that Sir John Simon would soon amve in India 
at the head of a Parhamentary commission of inquiry on 
Indian conditions, with the power to recommend reforms 
Gandhi accepted the paper m silence and departed without 
comment 

The Simon Commission was doomed from the start 
because it contained no Indian members and was responsible 
only to the Bntish Parhament It was the creation of 
Lord Birkenhead, then Secretary of State for India, whose 
oratory had made him famous m the courts of law but was 
smgularly unsuited to the reahties he now faced “What 
man m this House,” Birkenhead asked m the Commons m 
1929, “can say that he can see m a generation, m two 
generations, in a hundred years, any prospect that the people 
of India will be in a position to assume control of the Army, 
the Navy, the Civil Service, and to have a Governor-General 
who wiU be responsible to the Indian government and not 
to any authonty m this country 

The Simon Commission was boycotted by all responsible 
groups and parties m India It arrived m Bombay on 
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February 2, 1928, to be greeted by crowds yelling “Go 
back, Simon ” It was surrounded by hostibty throughout 
the tune of its labours, and produced a report which, though 
full of facts, might as weU never have been written As a 
work of reference it is still used, as a pohtical document it 
was a dead letter 

On February 28, 1928, Mahatma Gandhi returned to 
the very plan he had adopted and discarded six years 
before a campaign of civil disobedience m the smgle 
distnct of Bardoh, in the Bombay Presidency This time, 
with careful preparation and with Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
m charge, it was to be a campaign to the end, for the 
government had decreed a twenty-two per cent mcrease in 
taxation for the peasants of Bardoh, and they could not 
pay it 

Gandhi stayed m his ashwm most of this time and 
directed operations from afar Patel, a bnlhant Bombay 
lawyer who had now been his follower for some twelve 
years, was the field general for the strug^e It was on 
from February 28 to August 6 The eighty-seven thousand 
peasants of Bardoh refused to pay their taxes The 
government fumed and raged Cattle, carts, all possessions 
were seized, many peasants went to jail, and still there 
was no settlement Land was taken, too, and a threat was 
put forward at one time to sell it all to new peasants The 
peasants held firm, and what was more, there was no violence 
at all Gandhi’s wishes were obeyed in all thmgs Money 
poured m from all over India to help the peasants keep 
ahve and continue their struggle Milhons of rupees were 
contnbuted by the nch Indians livmg abroad On June 12, 
when the struggle had been contmumg for three and a half 
months, Gandhi proclaimed a hartal for all India in 
sympathy for Bardoh Agam, as once before, India was 
completely paralysed nobody went to work and no pubhc 
service or commercial enterpnse could function These 
immense warnings to the obdurate Bntish were brought 
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about With no violence whatsoever, m perfect order and 
disciphne 

On August 6 the government gave m, repealed the 
twenty-two per cent increase in taxes, released the Bardoli 
prisoners, returned the confiscated land, and promised to 
make good on the anunals or property that had been seized 

The significance of the victory, promismg greater victories 
on a large scale whenever the Mahatma wished to bring 
them about, was not lost in India The whole country now 
wanted to know what to do next Talk of complete 
independence was becoming common “Swataj," self-rule, 
was too vague a term for the young men Subhas Chandra 
Bose, then in the early stages of his career as a nationalist 
idol for the Bengal people, was a frank believer m violence 
as a political weapon Jawaharlal Nehru, thou^ not 
bloodthirsty hke Bose, was very “advanced” in those days, 
and also wanted independence as the declared aim of the 
nationahst movement 

Gandhi distrusted all this hotheadedness because he 
feared that it might lead to violence, in which — aside from 
his moral and religious scruples — ^he knew that the dangers 
to India would be very great He went to the annual 
Congress meeting (Calcutta, December 1928) in a mood 
of caution, and did his best to discourage the young men 
Talk of a declaration of independence seemed to him vam 
when it was by no means clear how such independence 
might be attained The “war of mdependence” which was 
in the air (Bose’s idea) was one that he could never have 
sanctioned He was unable to put down the revolt of the 
young men at Calcutta, and compromised by asking for a 
delay of two years, when even this seemed too much to 
them, he cut it down to one year If they would wait for 
one year he would jom them that is, if India had not 
attained Swaraj by the end of 1929, the Mahatma promised 
to support a declaration of complete mdependence With 
this the young men had to be content 
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Gandhi spent the year touring India, trying to prepare 
the people for a gigantic effort of satyagialta in the months 
to come He did not talk pohtics much he tned mstead 
to explain his principles more and more clearly so that he 
might be able to count on truth and non-violence when the 
hour should strike Meanwhile the elections in England had 
resulted in a coahtion government with Ramsay MacDonald 
as Prime Minister and Wedgwood Benn at the India Office 
The omens were a little better for India, and after a journey 
to London the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, made a statement 
favouring a “Round Table Conference” of British and Indian 
representatives to study Indian constitutional progress, with 
Dominion Status as the aim This, however, produced a 
storm m London, and the position of the Labour party, 
govenung without a majonty, was much too weak to hold 
against the Tory thunder The Viceroy was, m effect, 
disavowed, and when Gandhi and the other leaders went 
to see him on December 23 he was forced to tell them that 
he could give no pledges — ^he could not “prejudge” the 
decisions of the Round Table Conference 

This was, in effect, the real decision Gandhi now had 
no recourse He went to the annual meeting of the Indian 
National Congress and there accepted the prmciple of a 
declaration of independence — complete independence from 
the British tie That Congress meeting, at Lahore, was 
for the first time presided over by Jawaharlal Nehru, then 
just forty years of age Gandhi retired to his ash? am after- 
wards to write the Declaration of Independence of India, 
proclaimed on January 26, 1930 



CHAPTER SIX 

THE SALT MARCH TO VICTORY 

From the moment of the Declaration of Independence 
It was known throughout the world that Gandhi would soon 
engage m a new campaign agamst the government, but 
nobody knew what form it would take Gandhi himself 
was at a loss, it seems, for some tune Whatever he did 
had to be non-violent, mjurmg no individual Englishman, 
It must be loyalty notified m advance to the opponent and 
earned out with ngid disciphne m every part of the country 
These were now understood to be his prmciples, and he 
had a phalanx of devoted followers among the pohtical 
classes (besides his own ashram disciples, that is) who 
knew what he wanted and could explam it to the people 
The specific form of satyagiaha to be offered was a problem 
Gandhi studied the laws and pondered When Tagore 
visited him early m the year and asked him what was coming, 
the Mahatma told the poet that he could not see any h^t 
m the darkness the means eluded him 

They did not elude him for long From February 
onward those who read Young India realized that the 
Mahatma’s thoughts were dwelhng on the Salt Laws Salt 
was a Bntish government monopoly in India, nobody could 
make it or buy it except from the government Two 
articles m Young India analysed the Salt Laws and their 
miqmty as an example of foreign rule, foreign exploitation 
Anybody fa mili ar with Gandhi’s methods might have guessed 
that he mtended m some way to use this legislation 
as the exemplar of tyranny, against which satyagraha would 
be offered Then, on March 2, 1930, Gandhi wrote his 
famous letter to the Viceroy Its first sentence announces 
the reason for the letter * 

Dear Fnend Before embarkmg on Civil Disobedience 
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and taking the risk I have dreaded to take all these years, 
I would fain approach you and find a way out 

The letter proclaims his central prmciple (“I cannot 
mtentionaUy hurt anything that fives, mucfi less human 
beings”), but then proceeds to indict the British admmistra- 
tion for Its exploitation of India He asks the Viceroy 
“on bended knee” to consider these things and discuss them 
If no discussion is possible, “on the eleventh day of this 
month I shah, proceed with such co-workers of the Ashram 
as I can take, to disregard the provisions of the Salt 
Laws It is, I know, open to you to frustrate my design 
by arresting me I hope that there will be tens of thousands 
ready, m a disciphned manner, to take up the work after 
me ” 

Lord Irwm was faced with a tremendous problem, and 
we can have no doubt that he rehed heavily upon cablegrams 
to and from London Ramsay MacDonald’s coalition 
government had to consider the fact that a great part of the 
Labour party was openly m favour of mdependence, or at 
least Domimon status, for India The world at large 
awaited with intense mterest The mam question for Lord 
Irwin, a man of rare quahty, was whether or not to arrest 
Gandhi We do not know what his orders from London 
were Obviously it was very dangerous to arrest Gandhi 
]ust then if he went to jail, there was no telling how 
violent the commg movement im^t become He alone was 
the guarantee of non-violence And yet — and yet — ^not to 
arrest him was to court a great disaster Either way, the 
chances agamst Irwm’s success m this matter were heavy 

Years later Lord Irwm (by then Lord Halifax) told 
me that his personal regard for “the little man” (Gandhi) 
had never faltered, and that “the httle man” had never 
once broken his word Furthermore, as is well known, 
Lord Halifax was a very rehgious man, and nobody could 
possibly see Gandhi without realizing that he was almost 
purely a rehgious phenomenon The conflict in Halifax’s 
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own breast must have been pamful, and 3 'et when the 
decision was made to try repression, he repressed with all 
his might, exactly as if he believed that this would settle 
the question In the immediate situation created by 
Gandhi’s letter the Viceroy decided to side-step He had a 
secretary write the answer, which simply said that His 
Excellency regretted to learn that Mr Gandhi intended to 
act in a way “clearly bound to involve violation of the 
law and danger to the public peace ” 

Gandhi waited, prayed, meditated, while the whole world 
(by then thoroughly on the alert) grew more attentive 
to his sligjiitest word He had made it plain that what he 
was going to do would involve violation of the Salt Laws, 
but beyond this, nobody even m India knew what was 
coming His natural sense of drama, manifested at all the 
great crises throughout his life, prompted bm to keep bs 
own counsel until the great day arrived On that day, 
March 12, 1930, he and seventy-eight members of his 
ashram started out to walk from the neighbourhood of 
Ahmedabad to a place called Dandi, on the seacoast two 
hundred miles away He had given the Viceroy an extra 
day of grace — the march began only on the 12 th 

By this time Sabarmati was besieged by the press of the 
entire world, and by dense crowds of waiting Indians who 
wanted simply to know what the Mahatma was going to 
do Much of the world-wide furore created by the Salt 
March arose from sheer cunosity, mixed with mcreduhty — 
(he twentieth century could not quite beheve such things 
even when they happened in the most relentless blaze of 
pubhc attention 

On the mormng of the 12th there were prayers and 
hymns in the ashtam, and then the Mahatma set forth, 
followed by his seventy-ei^t disciples, men and women, 
and by great crowds that were forever changmg but never 
absent He went some of the time barefoot and some of 
the tune m sandals There was a horse along, throughout 
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the march, for Gandhi’s use m case he got tired, but he 
never used it “We are marching m the name of God,” he 
said 

The excitement throu^out India has perhaps never 
been equalled The Salt March lasted twenty-four days 
The little old man m the loincloth was the centre of the 
world’s attention when he started out, by the time the Salt 
March ended, no other topic anywhere aroused such 
universal interest Those twenty-four days brought the 
whole question of India’s destiny into the sharpest focus it 
had ever had in the general view of mankmd 

G'andhi was happy and healthy, as always when he was 
doing something he regarded as God’s work Some of his 
disciples grew sore and weary, but he never flagged He 
thought twelve miles a day, the most they could manage in 
such a procession, no strain at all At each village he 
would stop and talk to the people, telling them that a great 
ordeal was at hand, and that they must live purely, tell the 
truth, wear only homespun, wash themselves regularly, 
forswear alcohol and drugs, give up the abuses of Hinduism 
(such as child marriage), and prepare to break the Salt Laws 
when the signal would be given to them 

The people of India understood Gandhi as he understood 
them They did not know what he was going to do, 
but they realized that it would be their signal Printed 
words and even spoken words are as nothing against the 
power of a symbohe act, and it was Gandhi’s genius, 
repeatedly throughout his life, to speak to his people without 
any words at all 

The villagers sprmkled the roads to keep the dust from 
his feet, they strewed leaves and branches in his path, 
they followed him to the next village before turning back 
home The procession went on and on, mvolvmg immense 
numbers of people, while the government sat back, 
bewildered and already aghast at the power of this strange 
new movement 
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On Apnl 5, 1930, Gandhi and his immediate followers 
prayed all mght long In the early mommg they went down 
to the sea The Mahatma dipped into the water and picked 
up some salt from the shore It was only a pinch of salt 
but It was enough He had broken the law and defied the 
Empire 

Salt was the commonest of necessities, and it had been 
monopolized by the foreign government Salt was somethmg 
every peasant could understand Salt was God’s gift, and 
the wicked foreign government had stolen it from the people 
All this, and much more, went mto the reverberant meanings 
of the act 

And, what is more, the disciphned execution of the salt 
campaign was the high point of satyagraha as a whole 
Demonstrably it hurt nobody, it was perfectly non-violent, 
It was merely illegal The government was compelled to 
act precisely as Gandhi had foreseen, and with the results 
he had foreseen 

The Mahatma himself was not arrested at once The 
whole covmtry burst mto a flame of action as soon as the 
signal had been given on the seashore at Dandi Everybody 
made salt, sold or bou^t salt, did everythmg possible to 
contravene the Salt Laws The government resolutely began 
arresting people from one end of India to the other, 
but others constantly took their places Neither the pohce 
nor the army could adequately deal with a situation in which 
virtually the whole population was breakmg the law Nor 
were the jails of India able to hold aU the law-breakers, 
or even a sizable fraction of them And aU this without 
violence on the part of any Indian except m one isolated 
episode The pohce and the soldiers were violent at times, 
but the people now had learned Gandhi’s lesson and 
they did not even defend themselves 

Gandhi remained m camp with his seventy-eight followers 
for the weeks that followed He did not again make 
salt or pick it up, there was no need for him to do so, 
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as millions were doing it for him all along the immense 
scacoast of India The Congress party organized the illegal 
sale of salt — illegal but quite pubhc — on a great scale 
throughout the nation Salt was sold for money which 
went into the party funds The highest pnce was paid for 
the pinch of salt Gandhi had picked up on the beach it 
fetched 1,600 rupees, perhaps $ 750 at the time Mass 
meetings took place in all the cities, where illegal salt was 
sold and the boycott of foreign cloth was pledged The 
government went on and on with the campaign of repression 
until by the end of a smgle month over sixty tliousand 
persons were in ]ail for breaking the Salt Laws Censorship 
was imposed on the Indian press, the Congress papers 
simply ceased publication One by one the leaders of 
India went to jail, Nehru in Allahabad, Rajagopalachan in 
Madras, Rajen Babu in Patna, Devadas Gandhi in Delhi 
On the mght between May 4 and 5, at fort>-five minutes 
past midnight, Gandhi was arrested 

This arrest was indeed curious it was made under a 
regulation of 1827 which had been in disuse for a very 
long time The warrant (or wnttcn order) merely said 
that Mohandas Kararachand Gandhi was to be placed under 
restraint and impnsoned “at the pleasure of the Government ” 
There was no charge and no tnal He was taken to 
Yeravda Central Jail There he was happy w’lth his 
spinning and letter-ivnting and his books 

The salt campaign continued Gandhi had intended to 
raid the Dharasana Salt Works, and had so informed the 
Viceroy This act was earned out by Saropni Naidu whose 
radiant personahty shines throu^ the whole Gandhian epic 
and IS forever to be remembered in India The well-knowm 
Amencan correspondent Webb Miller was present at the 
Dharasana raid and wrote a description of it on the day 
itself Twenty-five hundred volunteers advanced on the 
salt works in carefully chosen and orderly detachments 
one wave at a time In front of the barbed-wire stockade 
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the pohce received them with steel-tipped sticks {lathis) 
Sarojim Naidu had told them, after prayers that morning, 
that they would be beaten but that they must not resist 
“You must not even raise a hand to ward off a blow” 

Webb MiUer (as quoted by Fischer in his Life of 
Mahatma Gandhi) wrote : 

Suddenly, at a word of command, scores of native 
policemen rushed upon the advancing marchers and rained 
blows on their heads with their steel-shod lathis Not one 
of the marchers even raised an arm to fend ofi the blows 
They went down hke ten-pms From where I stood I heard 
the sickenmg whack of the clubs on unprotected skulls 
The waitmg crowd of marchers groaned and sucked in 
their breath xn sympathetic pam at every blow Those 
struck down fell sprawhng, unconscious or wnthmg with 
fractured skulls or broken shoulders The survivors, 
without breaking ranks, silently and doggedly marched on 
until struck down 

Later on he says : 

The police commenced savagely kickmg the seated men 
m the abdomen and testicles [Later on 1 Hour after hour 
stretcher-bearers carried back a stream of inert, bleeding 
bodies 

Tins astounding scene was repeated for several da^s 
thereafter, and on all these occasions the violence was 
entirely on the side of the pohce no Gandhi follower 
made the slightest defence 

Sarojim Naidu got her accolade at Dharasana, she was 
arrested the first day Motilal Nehru was arrested June 30 
(he must have been anxious because they waited so long to 
do It — every patnot m India wanted to be arrested) 

The government was m grave difSculty now, all work 
was handicapped to some extent by the resignations of 
numerous Indians in the offices, revenue was dechmng 
rapidly, the jails were packed (one hundred thousand 
Dohtical pnsoners) and the pohce were weary, there seemed 
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no issue from this dilemma except by gjvmg in to Gandln 
Gandhi, when approached m Yeravda Jail, said he could 
not discuss terms without consultmg members of the 
Congress Workmg Committee The government then 
transported its most notable pnsoners (by special tram) to 
Yeravda Jail to talk with the Mahatma The two Nehrus 
and Syed Mahmud were thus moved, Mrs Naidu and 
Patel were both already m Yeravda Jail In the result a 
communique was issued saymg that an “unbndgeable gulf” 
separated these Indian leaders from the British on terras 
for peace 

There was a Round Table Conference on India in 
London m November 1930, but it was quite useless because 
no leader of consequence except Mohammed Ah Jmnah 
vas able or wiUing to attend it The time had come for the 
government to give m, and it did 

The Indian loaders, beginning with G'andhi, were set free 
on Indian Independence Day, January 26, 1931 No 
conditions were attached The Mahatma wrote at once to 
the Viceroy, thanking him for this act and askmg if they 
could not talk thmgs over 

The Gandhi-Halifax (or Gandhi-Irwm) conversitinns 
had tlie histone importance of bemg the first m which 
Indian and Englishmen spoke as equals, representing 
countnes which henceforth would deal with each other as 
equals The whole process of the hberation of India, which 
took sixteen more years to complete, was contained, 
essentially, m the Gandhi-Irwm conversations and the pact 
that was their outcome 

Wmston Churchill saw this most clearly when he made 
his celebrated invective m tlie House of Commons, speaking 
of “the nauseating and humihating spectacle of this one-time 
Inner Temple lawyer, now seditious fakir, stndmg half-naked 
up the steps of the Viceroy’s palace, there to negotiate 
and to parley on equal terms with the representative of 
the King-Emperor” 
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Invin, SO tall, so mfiiutely grand seigneur, must indeed 
have made a stnkmg contrast to the dark httle man m the 
lomcloth, whose greatness was of another land, and whose 
umque demeanour treated everybody he met as an equal 
This charactenstic of Gandlu’s was noticed and frequently 
described on his visit to London later in the year, but it 
was somethmg rather new m the viceregal palace 

With Irwin, regardless of the surroundings, the Mahatma 
made good progress They ended their senes of conversa- 
tions with a high mutual regard in spite of a great 
deal of hard, detailed bargaining and some long weary 
disagreements The first talk, lasting three and a half hours, 
took place on February 17, and was followed by others 
ever}" day for a while, then came a week’s interruption, 
and they returned to the task on February 27 Irwin was 
obliged to consult London at every stage, and Gandhi had 
to keep the Congress Working Committee fully informed 
and m agreement On March 1, for example, Gandhi was 
at the palace all afternoon and agam all evening, walking 
five miles each way, and when he got back to Dr Ansan’s 
house, where he was staying, the Worldng Committee was 
waitmg for hun (2 00 a ra ) for another session 

The Gandhi-Invin Pact, signed March 5, 1931 made 
no stipulation on the future status of India Gandhi stood 
on independence as the goal and said so, this agreement 
was "provisional” and “conditional ” The Pact restored 
peace to India, in that civil disobedience would be called 
off, the political prisoners released, and salt made free 
along the seacoasts Politically speaking, the chief histone 
gain was that the Indian National Congress agreed to be 
represented at the second Round Table Conference m 
London 

However, as Fischer and others have quite accurately 
pointed out, the Pact itself was more important than any 
of its contents Its essential character is that of an 
agreement between equals and in this respect it constitutes 
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a tacit acknowledgment of independence The sixteen 
transitional years that followed may have made many 
Indians impatient and caused others to doubt Bntish good 
faith, but the mam point was gamed m 1931 and all the 
rest was detail 

Gandhi stood now at the apex of his career, politically 
speakmg he had liberated India by means not previously 
known or employed on any such scale The annual meeting 
of the Congress elected him as its sole representative at the 
Round Table Conference m London, and he sailed on 
August 29 


2 

The Round Table Conference brought Gandhi more 
squarely mto the centre of the whole world’s attention 
than he had ever been The press of the penod, m all 
nations, reflects the mtense cunosity he had aroused, thougli 
it does not always show the respect which those who came 
near hun mvanably felt His clothmg and diet, for example, 
commanded more space m the Amencan press than his 
ideas He could not alter his habits ]ust because he was 
on a mission to the West He travelled to England as a 
deck passenger, with his own goat, which he milked for 
his two pnncipal meals He would not go to a West End 
hotel m London, but stayed at Miss Munel Lester’s 
settlement house m the slums This was so far from 
St James’s Palace, the seat of the conference, that much 
time was consumed m transit, and for compromise an office 
was taken at 88 Kmghtsbndge Gandhi went back to 
Kmgsley Hall every mght, just the same, because he hked, 
to hve among the poor 

And they liked him to be there He was followed m 
the streets by friendly crowds, and often by children It 
IS much to the credit of the Enghsh character that m all 
this visit to England, m the midst of an outburst of pubhc 
cunosity almost wthout precedent, nobody showed any open 
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hostibty to Gandhi — ^in fact few native-born English 
heroes have been so warmly greeted by the multitude 
Quite a few detectives must have been scattered about m 
these crowds, but they had no work to do What seems 
likely IS that Gandhi’s transparent honesty, his simphcity, 
and his evident friendhness toward all human creatures won 
the people’s hearts and caused them to ignore the political 
differences that had brought him to London Even in 
Manchester, which was m the midst of a teriible crisis of 
unemployment and depression brought about partly by his 
efforts, he was welcomed by cheering thousands 

The Gandhi legend, now m its full maturity, multiplied 
incessantly during these weeks and filled the press of the 
world with stones, some true and some false, but all more 
or less m character He seems never to have protested 
against this spate of Gandhi stones — ^most of which he may 
not have heard — except for one he demed that he had 
“prostrated hunself” before the Prince of Wales dunng that 
digmtary’s visit to India Everybody of note and many of 
no note wanted a “Gandhi interview” scholars, theologians, 
and scientists as well as politicians or joumahsts 
Bernard Shaw, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the King, 
the Queen, the youngest Amencan newspaper reporter, the 
children m the streets — all were the same to Gandhi, and 
he treated them exactly alike The loincloth, the goat, the 
almost toothless gnn, the unfailmg good humour, and the 
love of innocent laughter — all this became famihar to the 
whole Western world m such a wealth of detail as one can 
scarcely remember in any other connection 

One of the innumerable Gandhi jokes is still in my 
memory It was a drawmg m the New Yorkei magazme, 
showing two ladies of the chorus in conference One is 
saying to the other “Why worry so much about clothes 
Gandhi doesn’t — and look at the publicity he gets >” His 
own remark on this subject, “You wear plus-fours and I 
wear minus-fours,” went round the world When an East 
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End child called out at lyni in the streets ‘Hey, Gandhi, 
where’s your trousers the Mahatma’s lau^ter was 
promptly cabled everywhere 

Gandhi’s time m England (almost three months) was 
spent more m an effort to get the English people into 
sympathy with India than it was on the Round Table 
Conference itself Tins, of course, he did attend, as the 
sole Congress representative, but there was httle likelihood 
of a firm agreement because he was obliged at the outset 
to make it clear that the Congress wanted a complete 
mdependence for India This was contrary to Article 2 
of the Gandhi-Irwm Pact, which had reserved defence and 
foreign affairs, as well as national debts to foreigners, for 
Bntish control The Congress had repudiated Gandhi on 
this, and he was now under mstructions to say so To the 
Enghsh It seemed that the repudiation was Gandlii’s, he 
had signed the Pact and now was going back on his own 
signature In fact, as we can see now, it made no great 
difference Independence was on the way, was implicit m 
the entire proceeding, but the histone moment for it had 
not amved mainly because the Bntish were not yet ready 
for it To Gandhi it was probably apparent that he could 
not get complete independence for India then, whatever 
he did, and that the best course would be to prepare the 
English people to grant it m the future 

He talked incessantly to every bnd of audience, visited 
Oxford and Cambndge, Lancashire and Eton, and a large 
number of organized groups in London He said with his 
usual candour that this was his real work “Tlie seed which 
IS being sown now may result in softemng the Bntish spint ” 
His mam effort was to explain the meaning of independence 
for India, and his definitions were remarkably like what 
eventually took place He would cut India off “from the 
Empire entirely, from the British nation not at all, if I want 
India to gam and not to gneve The Emperorship must 
go and I should love to be an equal partner with Bntain 
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sharing her joys and sorrows, and an equal partner with 
the Dominions But it must be a partnership on equal 
terras ” This was to be, “if God wills it, an indissoluble 
partnership, but not a partnership supenmposed upon one 
nation by another England and India should be bound 
by the silken cord of love ” 

Gandhi’s work was not confined to Indians, its effects 
were deeply felt in England, and when independence did 
come. Its form was freely decided by both sides — that is, 
England freely and unconditionally granted it, and India 
two years later chose to nemam m “association” with the 
Commonwealth as an independent Republic This was, 
for both the British and the Indians, a precise fulfilment 
of Gandhi’s plea in 1930 It required, however, the free 
grant of independence as a prerequisite to partnership, an 
act of gift from England In conversation with Edgar Snow 
not long before his death, the Mahatma actually used the 
word “gift” — “since the Enghsh have made us this great gift ” 
The Round Table Conference itself, as a body to plan 
India’s future, started with hardly any chance of success, as 
It was composed of inherently divisive elements Lord 
Readmg, at the outset, defined its purpose as being “to 
give effect to the views of India while preservmg at the 
same time our own position, which we must not and cannot 
abandon ” There were among the Indians present twenty- 
three prmces or their representatives, and sixty-four 
representatives from Bntish India, of whom only Gandhi 
and a very few of his friends represented the mass movement 
of the Congress The Viceroy (now Lord Wilhngdon) 
had sent to London a handpicked collection of reactionaries 
and fractional representatives whose ideas, traimng, and 
interests were all against any form of real union in India 
Each fraction wanted to vote separately, as a fraction — 
Moslems voting for Moslems, Parsees for Parsees, and so 
on — ^in the legislative elections to be set up under the new 
constitution 
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This was contrary to every principle or wish Gandhi 
had He wanted no separate electorates — Indians were all 
Indians and should vote as Indians The perpetuation of 
India’s divisions would, he foresaw, lead to more and greater 
trouble In spite of his umque authority and prestige, 
he was so greatly outnumbered at this coiierence that his 
views had no chance of prevaihng He attended aU tne 
meetings, sitting usually with his eyes closed, but so much 
of the discussion was purely pohtical (pohtical on a fairly 
low level) that it may be his mind did not receive everyUung 
his ears heard He meditated a good deal and may 
also have slept a httle Conferences, hke legislatures, were 
not his element, he liked to talk as an individual to 
individuals 

The conference ended on December 1, 1931, m complete 
failure By dividing the Indians more sharply than ever 
before, it probably made things a good deal worse It has 
been suggested that this was, indeed, the Bntish purpose — 
divide et impel a — ^but one can hardly attribute such 
conscious duplicity to Ramsay MacDonald, whose 
benevolence, at that penod, so greatly surpassed his intellect 
No rather it seems, m retrospect, that many of the British 
claims for protection of the Indian sovereign prmces or 
for protection of “minorities” (Moslem, Parsee Chnstian, 
An^o-Indian, considenng Hindus to be the “majonty”) 
were real That is, the Bntish representatives at the 
conference, who numbered twenty, were for the most part 
convinced that they had a genuine duty toward all these 
fractions in India Underneath all that, there probably was 
also the tenacious hope that Bntain somehow could hang 
on to India, glory and profits alike, but it is a characteristic 
of Anglo-Saxon governments on both sides of the Atlantic 
to find noble reasons for self-interest 

What saddened Gandhi most, one must infer, is the 
imputation in all this that he and his friends, reprcsenbng 
the great majonty in India, were not to be trusted — that 
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1 

if they had their way the ‘'minorities” would be bound to 
suffer Every effort Gandhi himself had made toward 
Hmdu-Moslem umty and the reconcihation of all races, 
castes, and creeds was thus treated as insignificant This 
in Itself need not have troubled hun, as he had no wish 
to be credited with any achievement, but it was unquestion- 
ably apparent to him that by acting as they did, the Bntish 
jeopardized the chances for such unity and reconcihation 
m the future Bntish prestige was, m spite of everything, 
high m India (as it sPll is), and nothing could be easier 
for a factional agitator from then on than to claim Bntish 
support or approval It was this danger to the future rather 
than the immediate failure of the conference that weighed 
on Gandhi’s spmt He had expected nothmg much from 
the conference, and had mdeed said on leavmg India that 
he would probably come back empty-handed, but the result 
was worse than he had anticipated 

3 

On his way to Bombay, Gandhi stopped in Lausance 
to have his celebrated senes of conversions with Remain 
RoUand, most of which have been pubhshed in various 
forms They discussed pnnciples rather than events, and 
found themselves in essenbal accord RolJand, who had 
wntten a biography of Gandhi seven years before, had never 
met him, and had m fact never been to India, thou^ his 
interest had been shown in his work It is pleasant to reflect 
that when Gandhi (who cared not a great deal for either 
art or music) asked RoUand to play the piano, the French 
writer, whose devotion to music was profound, gave him the 
andante from Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony 

The Mahatma also stopped m Rome, where he was 
obhged to spend a fruitless twenty minutes talking to Benito 
Mussolmi The person he actually wished to see was the 
Pope, but the Vatican, having just put its relations with 
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Great Britain on a new and fnendlier basis, did not sec fit 
to grant his request Mr Winston Churchill and Pius XI 
were thus the only persons, of whom we have record, who 
refused a conversation vnth Gandhi 

His return to Bombay was tnumphal from the point of 
view of public demonstiations, but the news he learned at 
disembarkation was anything but good The government 
had started a new campaign of repression and arrests in 
the north and northwest because of a Congress campaign 
against paymg rent Jawaharlal Nehru had been put in lail 
two days before Gandhi’s homecoming Gandhi tncd at 
once to see the Viceroy (Lord WiUmgdon), but the 
exchange of telegrams was very stiff, the Viceroy obviously 
did not want to see him The homecommg was December 
28, 1931, and on January 4, 1932, the Mahatma was 
arrested agam This time, as the time before, no charges 
were made and no tnal was held, he was in Yeravda Jail 
at the government’s pleasure 

He was, as we know always happy in jail, but he can 
hardly have failed to gnn his snag^c-toothed best when 
he reflected how recently he had been a popular hero to 
the British people and an honoured guest of their King and 
Queen However, his usual jail happmess was impaired and 
finally extinguislred by the decision of the British 
government to create, in the new constitution for India 
separate electorates not only for Hindus and Moslems, but 
also for the “Depressed Classes,” the untouchables For 
these people, the stepchildren of Hinduism, Gandhi had 
laboured all his hfe, but he did not want them used as a 
means of dividing Indians from one another He ivrote first 
to Sir Samuel Hoare, the Secretary of State for India 
(March II) and finally to Ramsay MacDonald, the Prime 
Minister (August 18) Between March and August the 
Bntish government had plenty of time to grow more familiar 
with his Views, which were available not only m his letters, 
but also in numerous pnnted forms Nevertheless they went 
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on With the scheme, which MacDonald announced m London 
on August 17 

Gandhi’s response was terrible He declared (August 
18) in his letter to MacDonald that he would be compelled 
to fast “unto death,” beginning September 20 

A good many Indians of Western education were as 
puzzled by Gandhi’s fast this time as Ramsay MacDonald 
was MacDonald wrote a long, earnest letter trymg to 
remove Gandln’s “misapprehension” of the special treatment 
for untouchables Gandhi’s reply was that this, to him, 
was a matter of rehgion, and that his prayer would be to 
“stmg the Hmdu religious conscience ” He was not fasting 
against the British government, but to arouse the Hindus 
themselves to their rehgious duty 

The fast began on September 20 at noon Many milhons 
of Indians fasted on that day, prayers Awre offered 
everywhere, the country was m mourning Gandhi seems 
to have cared for Tagore’s opimon more than for that of 
anybody else at the critical moment, and Tagore — ^not 
always a bhnd follower — sustained him with wonderful 
words of praise and comprehension Tagore’s explanation 
of the “self-immolation” of Gandhi is eloquent he says 
“The penance which Mahatmaji has taken upon himself is 
not a ritual but a message to all India and to the world ” 

The Indian leaders hastily began to negotiate some kind 
of settlement which would induce Gandhi to cease fasting 
He was not strong at this tune, and even the first twent 3 ^- 
four hours visibly sapped his reserves On the fourth day 
he was thought to be smkmg, and senous fear for his hfe 
fell upon the whole country Ambedkar, the untouchable 
leader, who was not a Gandin follower, was the most 
difllcult for the Hindus to deal with, and yet no compromise 
settlement would be worth making unless it bore Ins 
signature He visited Gandhi in ]ail, and the general lines 
of an agreement were approved by the Mahatma, it was 
hammered out m long, laboured discussions of all the leaders 
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and signed by them on September 24 The Mahatma was 
not, ot course, a signatory, but he approved of the 
compromise, he could not cease fasting until the Bntisli 
government had also approved 

MacDonald, Hoare, Lothian, and others who had 
scattered for the week-end returned to London that Sundav 
(September 25) and studied tlie text of the Yeravda Pact 
as It is called, until midmght On Monday it was 
simultaneously announced in London and Delhi that the 
Bntish government would accept the Pact The Mahatma’s 
fast ended that day, when he accepted a glass of orange 
juice from Kasturbai 

This was by no means his longest fast, but it seems to 
have had a more damagmn effect on him than any other 
He was actually on the point of death, by the doctors’ 
opimons, for the last two days of it One is tempted to 
offer the hypothesis, for what it is worth, that the mere 
fact of Its being a fast “unto death” introduced into the 
Mahatma’s consciousness the idea of death, thus, for a 
creature made up mostly of mind and spirit, impairmg tiie 
strength of his fragile little body No fast before now' liad 
been declared “unto death,” and in fact Gandhi had a 
religious and ethical horror of suicide as a great sin The 
probability is that his profound instinctive knowledge of his 
own people assured hun that they would not let him die 
but would at all costs compose their differences, but this 
knowledge was crossed by the thought that he was growing 
old and that the words “unto death” were very solemn words 

At all events, the fast had an electneal effect on Indian 
society In demonstrations throu^out the country in 
cities or in villages, caste Hmdus mmgled with untouchables 
accepted food from their hands, and ate meals w'lth 
them, large numbers of temples and holy places v'cre 
thrown open to the panahs, pledges to work against 
discrimination were made on an enormous scale and sent 
to Gandhi’s prison The six days of the fast w’ere treated 
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as a penod of mourning throughout India, and the end of 
the fast was the occasion for national celebration 

Gandhi had asked the Hindu mind to “banish untouch- 
abihty root and branch” For this larger objective the 
agreement on a combmed electorate was not m itself very 
important, but the great movement throughout Hin du society 
to meet Gandhi’s wishes was a vital force, and goes on 
today Nobody pretends that untouchabilily, a very ancient 
abuse, can quickly go, but nobody can deny that an effort 
m that direction has been and is bemg made The 
Mahatma’s most permanent objechve, the “purification of 
India,” which always seemed to him more important than 
anything m polities, was advanced by the fast of 1932 more 
than by decades of preaching or teaching 

And, too, it seems to have turned the Mahatmas 
own mmd more firmly toward those non-pohtical purposes 
which commanded his adherence He referred to these 
purposes, m conversation with me, as “my constructive 
work,” perhaps with the imphcation that anything done 
in a pohtical vvay was not really constructive From the 
fast on until the outbreak of the Second World War, Gandhi 
left politics to others and spent most of his time and energy 
on Ins work for the untouchables, for women and children 
in the villages, for “Basic Educaton,” and for the spnning- 
wheel These were activities which, like nursmg tlie sick, 
appealed to his mnermost nature He could walk from 
village to village barefoot, week after week and month 
after month with apparently indefatigable energy, preaching 
against untouchability, tellmg the people to be clean and 
to love one another And at the outset of this period, 
for “self-purification,” he undertook a fast of twenty-one 
days On the day it began, the government released him 
from pnson, as his death there would have been a calamity 
for the Bntish Raj It did not seem possible that he could 
survive a fast of three whole weeks, when only s’x days 
of abstinence from food had brought hun to death’s door 
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SIX months earher And yet the long fast, unaccompamed 
by the anxiety of the six days m September, left him iis 
well as ever — ^he would have said, better 

He founded the Harijan Sevak Sangh, a society to 
improve the lot of the untouchables by model villages and 
schools and m other ways, m February 1933, while he was 
still m pnson, and at the same tune started a weekly paper 
called Harijan to take the place of Young India Harijan 
was his own word for the untouchables, it means “Children 
of God ” From that tune until his death he never ceased 
to do everything he could, m the most practical way, for 
these oppressed victims of the caste system His model 
Villages for Hanjans were clean and attractive, his schooL 
were adapted to Indian conditions, and he never ceased to 
collect money for them One of lus endearing habits m 
later years was to give his autograph— which was constantly 
m demand — in exchange for five or ten rupees for the 
Harijan work Anybody who wrote to him, from any part 
of the world, could get the signature, but he firmly collected 
the fee 

Basic education and the work for villagers (especially 
women) were among Gandhi’s “constructu'e’ efforts HiS 
ideas of “Basic Education” were m confonmty with Indian 
conditions and have been earned out on a very large scale 
m several provmces smee his death He had been muen 
impressed by Mme Montesson and her methods m London 
m 1931, and his own system may owe a good deal to her 
He started, as always, with the mass level, the level of the 
poor Indian villager whose maintenance standards (food and 
clothing) he emulated Such a villager cannot afford to 
lose the work of his children Therefore the school must 
combine leammg with useful work, winch should be 
remunerated (This element was much cnticized, and I 
think very stupidly, as leadmg to “child labour” — ^which, 
with or without schoolmg, is a commonplace in India 
anyhow ) That is, if a boy can make a good bench or a 
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pair of sandals he ought to be paid for them, and his 
school Pme must be apportioned between useful arts of this 
son and ordmary leammg The system of “Basic 
Education,” as it is called, is far more developed than I 
have indicated, but this is its essential character 

Gandhi in his unceasmg movement about India brought 
all his ideas to the people as nobody, m all probabihty, 
since Gautama Buddha It is quite possible to find places 
m India which Gandhi never visited — the country is 
enormous and the villages are practically mnumerable — ^but 
they are not many Almost any Indian one meets anywhere, 
including the poorest, has a memory of at least one 
siglit of the Mahatma At Almora in the Himalayan 
foothills, where I visited the local jail (mainly because it 
was Mr Nehru’s prison at one time), a prisoner talkmg 
to me through the bars told me he had followed the Mahatma 
on part of the Salt March A maharajah may say “Lsaw 
him m 1934,” and an untouchable may say ‘T saw him 
once m Madras,” but neither could possibly forged it 

4 

Gandhi was “out of politics,” as the expression goes, 
but in fact he could never really remove himself from that 
realm or from any other in Indian life Politicians Vvere 
forever consulting him about questions big and little, he 
would not scruple to make them wait outside while he 
doctored a beggar or admimstered to a leper His scale of 
values was not theirs, and yet they could not go on without 
hun His approval was necessary for any decision of 
importance, and his disapproval was fatal to any idea, 
career or activity Jawaharlal Nehru, recurrently president 
of the Congress, said that Gandhi was “the permanent 
Super-President ” When Gandhi consented to Indian 
participation in the legislatures set up under the new 
constitution. Congress candidates were tnumphant in many 
provinces and took part in the government This was. 
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in Gandhi’s eyes, a prelude to independence, perhapis a 
training for it He did not himself take part, and it is said 
that he only once visited a legislature, and that as a guest in 
the public gallery 

The Second World War was the occasion of his return 
to public affairs When war was declared, the British 
government brought India mto it at once witliout consulting 
any Indian person This offended all opinion m India 
parbcularly that of the political classes and personalities 
The Viceroy (by this time it was Lord Linlithgow) asked 
Gandhi to come to Simla on the day after the war was 
declared, and the Mahatma Avent 

In the Simla interview Gandhi and Linhthgow talked 
sadly of war’s inevitable destruction, and Gandhi’s natural 
sympathy (indeed his love) for England came into full 
play He had watched the progress of Fascism in Europe 
with much foreboding, and he was quite clear m his 
condemnation of Hitler’s system it was “naked ruthless 
force reduced to an exact science and worked witli scientific 
precision ” He pledged his moral support to England and 
the allies, and declared that “my whole heart is witli the 
Poles m the unequal struggle in which they arc engaged for 
the sake of their freedom ” 

These declarations were as far as he would go in 
supportmg the war, he did not mtend to take any active 
part and would not even have defended India against 
aggression Thus he was out of step with both the British 
and the Indian pohtical leaders The Congress point ot 
view was that India could support the war effort on certain 
pohtical conditions Gandhi Avas never Avillmg to bargam 
on a prmciple, and m this case his central prmciples Avere 
directly at issue “Whatever support Avas to be given to 
the Bntish should be given unconditionally,” he said 
Nevertheless the Congress pohtical leaders Avent ahead Avith 
their mamfesto of September 14, 1939, which condemned 
Hitler’s aggression but also blamed the Western democracies 
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for their impenalism and concluded that “a free India” 
would gladly associate itself with other free nations This 
manifesto (the work of Jawaharlal Nehru) did not represent 
Gandhi’s views at all, but once it had been issued he asked 
the country to support it His reason for doing so was 
that his “best co-v/orkers” wanted it and he could not 
desert them, but only must hope that “their departure from 
the non-violent method will be confined to the narrowest 
field and will be temporary^” 

The Viceroy m replymg to the Congress manifesto said, 
obviously on orders from London, that England could not 
}ct define war aims, he cautioned India against too rapid 
advanoes m self-government The Congress thereupon voted 
to abstain from any help to En^and, and asked the Congress 
members of provincial governments to resign 

Gandhi’s dehcate conscience at this penod seems to 
have been walkmg fearfully over some extremely fragile 
eggshells He did not hke to have even the appearance 
of taking advantage of England’s difficulties, and he disliked 
having to disagree with the “best co-workers,” probably 
Nehru most of all Above aU, he wished to chng, more 
than ever before, to the principle of non-violence Mean- 
while the rush of events in the spring of 1940 threw India 
too, hke most of the world, mto apprehension Hitler 
seemed to have conquered Europe There was some panic, 
some runs on Bnhsh banks Gandhi asked the county 
to be calm and said that if Bntam had to die, it would be 
“Iieroically ” He seems to have had a very accurate notion 
of the last-ditch courage and essential touglmess of die 
Bntish people 

Nehru, however, in his desire both to aid the war effort 
and to get some advantage for India out of doing so, was 
in control of the Congress Workmg Committee, ably 
assisted by Rajagopalachan Gandhi’s non-violence did not 
suit the mood of the moment, and the Mahatma knew it 
If he had insisted against all opposition, he probably could 
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have forced the Working Committee to obe> his will, but 
tins was also contrary to his prmciple of non-Molcncc and 
would have troubled his conscience Under the circum- 
stances, ah he could do was let the vote decide, as it did — 
Rajaji s resolution (backed also by Nehru) was passed, and 
the Congress promised to “throw its full weiglit’ into the 
defence effort if India was given independence and an Inoian 
government 

Wmston Qiurchill was Prime Minister in London, and 
the independence of India was never an acceptable idea to 
him Quite aside from tliat fact, it may be historically 
doubted whether the cnsis of a desperate war w^as llie correct 
moment for such a difficult operation as the transfer of 
power Tlie transfer proved difficult enougli when it did 
occur, seven \ears later, one shudders to think of what 
the results might have been in 1940 

In any case, the answer to Congress was a firm ncgatn«- 
accompamed by the statement that Bntain could not yield 
power to an Indian government to which large sections of 
the Indian population objected Tins was a reference to 
the non-Congress and anti-Congress Moslems who had been 
organized into a new and vital opposition b\ Mohammed 
All Jinnah 

Congress now swayed m tlic direction of non-violcnt 
non-coopcration again It must have been all too evident 
to Gandhi that die pohbcal leaders adopted his pnncip’cs 
when they thouglit it advantageous to do so, or when there 
was nothmg else they could do but were wtllmg to abandon 
them with equal fervour Nevertheless, the Mahatma 
welcomed them back on his side, but cautioned them against 
doing anything to embarrass the Bntish He went in behalf 
of die Congress to see the Viceroy, proposing that the 
Congress should be free to w’ork among the pcoole even 
thou^ it would not support die war effort This, too, wus 
refused 

The shoals and whirlpools of Gandh’’c consaence could 
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not permit him to do any real harm to the Bntish at such 
a moment, but neither could he accept this total denial of 
any rights to India India had been dragged into the war 
without any consultation whatever, and was now to be 
gagged for the duration Gandhi decided upon a small- 
scale campaign of disobedience, limited more or less to 
Congress leaders He asked Vmoba Bhave to go to lail 
first, Nehru next, Patel next, and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
next The Congress Working Committee had asked and 
obtamed Gandhi’s pledge that he would himself stay cut 
of jail In something hke a year 23,223 persons were 
jailed for speakmg agamst the war effort or the war itself 

Japan’s entry into the war at the end of 1941 brought 
this phase of India’s war expenence to an end The Bntish 
government released the prisoners, Gandhi’s views were no 
longer in control of Congress, he retired again from any 
participation in its debates, the Japanese army and navy 
were sweeping across southeast Asia and might soon oc in 
India 

However, the Umted States and Russia were both now 
aligned against Hitler, and the United States against Japan 
as well There was no longer any real doubt in high 
quarters that eventual victory was assured But American 
opinion, always rather pro-Indian, was not happy over 
England’s treatment of India, it seemed too much at variance 
with the declared purposes of the w^r Much evidence 
has appeared in recent years to show that President 
Roosevelt never let the subject of India drop for long in 
his correspondence with Mr Churchill Strong elements in 
England itself agreed with Roosevelt rather than with 
Churchill the Indian contradiction, it seemed fairly plain, 
would have to be solved sooner or later, and the sooner the 
better for Allied purposes 

It was at this point that Churchill sent Sir Stafford 
Cnppis to India with the idea of discussing possible 
constitutional changes with Indian leaders Cripps had been 
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m India once before (m the preceding November), and had 
visited Gandhi at the Wardha ashram Now (March 22, 
1942) he arrived in New Delhi with definite proposals for 
Domimon status (Dominion status, since the Westminster 
Statute of 1926, includes the nght to leave the Common- 
wealth at any time ) This was to come when the war was 
over, and was to be accompanied by a provision allowing 
any province or area that wished to do so to secede from 
the Indian Umon and form a separate Dominion 

The only thing m the Cripps proposals that Gandin 
could have accepted was Do mini on status The rest — 
special status for the Indian pnnees and the threat of 
“vivisection” — he could not accept The final article, on 
the war effort, was antipathetic to his principles of non- 
violence Consequently Gandhi rejected the whole Cripps 
proposal at first sight and went home to Wardha, having 
nothing further to do with the negotiation 

Nehru and Rajaji contmued the talks, as did the leaders 
of many Indian factions and mmorities, but m the end all 
made the same reply — the proposals were not acceptable 
Cnpps went back to England on Apnl 12, the very day of 
Roosevelt’s long cable pleadmg with Churchill to try again 
Churchill, obviously, had already gone so far beyond his 
own true conviction m this matter that he must, one feels, 
have been glad that the Cnpps mission failed, the 
“dissolution of His Majesty’s empire,” as he called it, was 
for others to bring into history 

It will be a matter of debate, hke so many other ifs, 
whether the immediate mdependence of India m 1942, at 
the time of the Cnpps mission, would have saved India the 
ordeal that came five years later Loms Fischer advances 
the theory that the transfer of power to an Indian government 
could have taken place m 1942 m an orderly manner 
because of the presence of Bntish and alhed troops, and 
that “real power” would have remamed m Bntish hands for 
the duration of the war Yet it seems to me that if “real 
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power’ remained with tiie Bntish, Gandhi w'ould not have 
approved, and without his approval it could not have been 
done Moreover, the Moslem separatist movement led by 
Mohammed Ah Jinnah was already very’ powerful and would 
have given great difficulty in 1942, as at any later time 
Perhaps Gandhi himself thought tliat the war period was 
the best time for Indian independence but tor a character- 
istically Gandliian reason — ^he wushed to lace the tlireatened 
Japanese invasion with a passive resistance on a mammoth 
scale, and could only do so if India was free to make the 
attempt ^'Vlthout freedom, without a national government, 
India would of course be defended by Bntish and allied 
forces m the conventional manner, and tliough Gandhi did 
not wish to impede them, neither would he aid them It 
IS evident that he had very senously and thoroughly 
considered the situation that a Japanese miasion would 
present, and to his mind it would have been the greatest 
challenge ever offered to the efficacy of non-violent non- 
cooperation Througli 1942 he kept on telimg Indians that 
this might take place and that they must have no deahngs 
W'hatsoever with the mvader 

Gandhi’s thinking was far different from that of his 
closest pohtical fnends and followers, all of whom wanted 
independence precisely so that they could fight the war 
Nehru, m particular, was temperamentally unsuited to non- 
violence on the scale Gandhi had in mind He had been 
an anti-Fascist for years, and wanted to fi^t “in every^ way 
possible,” he said Rajaji and the Maulana Sahib were of 
much the same cast of mmd though less passionate in 
expression The prerequisite was immediate independence 
for India, and the Workmg Committee so resolved atWardha 
on July 14 If this w’as refused, the resolution declared, 
the Congress would be “reluctantly compelled” into a 
campaign of civil disobedience 

The final decision wms taken by the All-Tndia Congress 
Committee meeting m Bombay, August 7-8, 1942 In 
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Gandhi’s mind it did not mean that civil disobedience should 
begin at once, he wanted, as usual, to tr^ negotiation first 
and mtended to go to Delhi to see the Viceroy He was 
actually working on a letter to President Roosevelt when 
he was arrested, very late that night (mormng of August 9), 
and taken to his last prison, the palace of the Aga Khan 
at Poona With him were also arrested most of the oth>.r 
Congress leaders Tliese arrests ended any hope of a 
peaceful, non-violent campaign of civil disobedience The 
Indian people were now leaderless and did not have the 
calming power of Gandhi’s voice and example to deter 
them from excesses Gandhi was kept without newspapers 
dunng the first part of his imprisonment, and actually did 
not know, except from his jailers, what was going on m the 
country Yet the government evidently expected hmi to 
condemn and disavow it 

Bands of Indians were tcanng up railroad tracks, 
engaging in sporadic acts of violence, cutting telegraph wires 
and attacking policemen In some districts the movement, 
now completely out of hand, wore the aspect of armed 
rebelhon 

Gandhi had never hesitated to condemn and disavow' 
violence In this case he did not wish to do so because he 
had only a “one-sided version” of what had taken place, 
and he had no means of investigating the truth for himself 
Moreover, when he began receiving newspapers agam, he 
could see that the governments both in Delhi and m London 
were engaged in what he called “distortions and misrepre- 
sentations,” the purport of which was to make the Mahatma 
(or the Mahatma and the Congress) responsible for the 
disorder in India It ivas a typical effort of war propaganda 
and he resented it very much Tliercfore his first letter 
to the Viceroy (August 14) from jail was not much like 
Gandhi, it was five pages long and filled with accusations 
Linlithgow replied very briefly that he could not accept this 
criticism One’s guess is that he would not, himself ha\c 
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arrested Gandhi without having a talk with him first, the 
peremptory course adopted must hawe origmated in London 
On New Year’s Eve, Gandhi agam wrote to the Viceroy 
and said that he was hurt that such an old friend should 
have jailed him without a heanng He said that he was 
not responsible for the violence in the country, but that 
the government itself was He had decided to fast 

The Viceroy rephed as soon as he saw the letter — but 
It had been fourteen days m getting to him He was very 
depressed that Gandhi had not spoken to the people, 
condemning the violence and crime that were afoot 

Gandhi replied that he deplored the happemngs in India, 
but could neither influence nor control them, and that he 
“laid the blame at the door of the Government of India ” 
Linlithgow replied that Gandhi and the Congress must bear 
the blame 

Gandhi replied by announcmg a fast beginmng February 
9 and lasting twenty-one days 

The Viceroy wrote back immediately, reiterating that the 
Congress was responsible for the public disorder, hoping 
the Mahatma would not fast, and then statmg witli unusual 
bluntness “I regard the use of a fast for pohtical purposes 
as a form of political blackmail for which there is no moral 
justification, and understood from your own previous writmgs 
that this was also your view” 

This was very strong language, considering how careful 
the Mahatma had always been to define his fasts In his 
reply he said “Despite your descnpbon of it as a form of 
pohtical blackmail, it is on my part an appeal to the Highest 
Tribunal for justice which I have failed to secure from 
you If I do not survive the ordeal I shall go to the 
Judgment Seat with the fullest faith in my mnocence 
Posterity will judge between you as a representative of an 
all-powerful government and me a humble man who has 
tried to serve his country and humamty through it” 

The government tned to get out of this dilemma by 
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releasing Gandhi from pnson, but he refused to be released 
If released, be said, be would not fast — ^ibus implying tliat 
he might engage m some other activity He was just as 
troublesome to the Viceroy m jail as out of it, but it was 
thought safer to let him proceed to the fast while still 
confined He was authorized to get any doctors or friends 
he wished to help him through the ordeal, there was plenty 
of room for all of them at the Aga Khan’s palace 

This fast (February 10 to March 2, 1943) was a temble 
one for everybody m India, and the government was m fairly 
contmuous hot water from all directions It became 
necessary to allow the crowds to pass through the palace 
and see the Mahatma with their own eyes, the fear of Ins 
death having gnpped the country He was sinking steadily 
after the first week, and it seems to have been universally 
expected that he would die before the twenty-one days were 
over Kastuibai herself seems to have thought so The 
bulletms w'ere signed by Bntish official doctors as well as 
by Gandhi’s own, and they were not encouraging The 
results for Bntish relations with India were as bad as 
possible 

Gandhis oivn unhappiness dunng the period in the 
Aga Khan’s palace — August 1942-May 1944 — ^was extreme 
He had always loathed violence and now it was rampant 
over India, officially ascribed to his own doings If he had 
not been arrested, he felt, and arrested without any sort of 
heanng, he might have prevented the outbreak Whatever 
civil-disobedience campaign he had chosen to undertake 
would have been of a non-violent character and he had 
proved in the Salt March that it could be done However, 
the government had been unwilling to wait or even to hear 
him 

To this daily misery two great personal gnefs were 
now added one after the other — ^first, the death of his devoted 
Secretary Mahadev Desai, who had worked with him on his 
Gita, second, the death of Kasturbai herself, his hfc-Iong 
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companion, the wife of his youth The Mahatma’s sonow 
in both cases was extreme, but he tned to express it in the 
Gm terms of detachment — ^not, perhaps, with much success 
He had been living with Kasturbai at this time for stxly- 
two years, and although she, as a devout and smiplc Hmdu 
woman, had never been able to follow him m all hts 
experiments with truth, above all m matters touching the 
caste system and ntual, she had absorbed much of his 
teachmg without question Both Mahadev and Kasturbai 
were cremated in the pnson courtyard and their ashes weie 
buried side by side m the grounds 

After this personal tragedy the Mahatma suffered two 
severe illnesses, first malana and afterwards an intestinal 
trouble The great Bengal famme of 1943 had come and 
gone while he was m pnson, the disaffection of the Indian 
masses toward British rule was stronger than ever, it became 
obvious that if he died in pnson very senous results would 
piobably ensue The new Viceroy, Lord Wavell, released 
Gandln, Patel, Mrs Naidu, and their associates on May 
6, 1944 


5 

The story of the next three years is essentially the tale 
of Gandhi’s last struggle to save India from what he called 
“vivisection ” He had always worked toward national umty 
and against all the divisive tendencies (he called them 
“fissiparous”) in the vast sub-contment There now 
appeared on the horizon, just when the liberation of India 
was at hand, the most senous of all threats to India’s unity, 
a militantly nationalistic Moslem movement aiming at the 
cieation of a separate nation 

That movement was recent the very name of the new 
nation, Pakistan, had not yet become generally known or 
used Moslems and Hindus had lived in all parts of India 
tor centunes, mixed together in the villages and usually also 
m the towns They were substantially the same people, 
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and most Moslems were descendants of Hindus who hid 
been converted to Islam at Aanous penods (and usually b\ 
die sword) in previous centuncs The languages ol the 
south w'erc the same for Hindu and Moslem alike In thv. 
north a language distmction existed between Urdu, the 
Moslem language written m its ow'n script with stroim 
Persian influences, and Hindi, written in its owm script with 
strong Sanskrit influences and yet even these two langiiage'- 
used to be quite close together and mutually intelhpble 

Gandhi could see no reason w'hy a separate Moslem state 
had to be his famous expression on the subject used to 
Mohammed All Jinnah w'as “You can cut me m two if 
\ou wash but don’t cut India in two ’ Jinnah, on the 
contrary' declared that the Moslem nation already existed 
and must have its rights One hundred million Moslems in 
cl nation ruled by three hundred million Hindus would be 
submerged, he said All the rest of the story up to the 
day of liberation is the story' of this antagonism this 
negotiation at times this impossibility' of negotiation at 
others 

Gandhi tned very hard He knew', as he slowly 
recovered from his illness, that independence must be near 
and could perhaps come now if he could unite the Moslems 
and the Hindus Long years before m South Africa he 
had foreseen and stated that the “crucial test” w'ould be 
this As soon as he w'as able to do so, he WTOtc to 
Mohammed Ah Jmnah and proposed to talk over a 
compromise proposal 

Those conversations took place m Jinnah s fine house 
in Bombay dunng the summer of 1944 and weic 
accompanied by long letters between the two recapitulating 
what had been said in talk Tire letters were afterwards 
published m full — after the breakdown of negotiations that 
IS — and they exhibit an extreme intransigence on Jiiinah’s 
part He wanted the areas of big Moslem population to 
vote on secession from the Indian Union but onlv Moslems 



MAHATM\ GA.XDHI — GRE^T LIFE IN BRIEF 


' should take part in such a vote this meant that in a 
number of key provinces, where Moslems and Hindus were 
almost equal m population, the Hmdus should be disenfran- 
chised altogether Gandhi was prepared, for the sake 
of peace, to let units of predommantly Moslem population 
vote for secession if they wished to do so after independence, 
but he hoped for a common admimstration m foreign affairs 
customs, and the like 

Jinnah, an extremely able and successful lawyer, had 
once been a vigorous Congress party worker, but after a 
stay of some years in London had returned to India 
eonvinced that the Moslem League, once allied to the 
Congress, should take the field against it His own 
personal jealousy of Gandhi’s umque position may have 
had something to do with this, along with his great dislike 
for Jawaharlal Nehru He was vain, as anybody knows 
who ever talked to hun, and one element m his character 
must have been an unwillingness to play second fiddle to 
anybody — especially as he was quite honestly convinced of 
his own supenonty He made a mihtant anti-Congress 
force out of the League and adopted the Pakistan idea 
(which dates from 1936) as his war-cry In this 
new state he wished to put the provmces of Sind, 
Baluchistan, the Punjab, the Northwest Frontier Provmce, 
Bengal, and Assam, with their existing boundaries, and 
consequently, of course, a huge Hindu minonty that thus 
would have nothing to say about its own fate In less than 
ten years Jirmah had transformed the whole situation in 
India, so that to most of the pohtically conscious and active 
Indians it appeared that the antagomst m the arena was not 
the British at all, but the Indians of another rehgion 

Lord Wavell called all the leaders to Simla at the end 
of June 1945, w'hen Churchill was still Pnme Mimster, and 
put before them a scheme that would have made the 
Viceroy’s Council entirely Indian, made up of Indians 
chosen by the Viceroy from hsts drawn up by all parties 
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Moslems and Hindus were to be represented in “equal 
proportions,” though Hindus outnumbered Moslems tlircc 
to one In effect, this was self-government, preserving onK 
a vestige of the old Empire, and the Congress leaders were 
prepared to accept it Jmnah refused His mam reason 
seems to have been that Wavell had named Moslem members 
of the Counal, whereas he alone should have had that 
nght (The Congress, which had many Moslem members, 
had no nght at all in his eyes ) 

Events moved fast thereafter Churchill was defeated 
m the Bntish elections, a Labour government came to power 
and called Wavell home On his return to India he 
announced a new plan, by which elections would Lc held 
for the provmcial and central legislatures as a prelude to a 
new constitution The elections resulted as might ha\c 
been foreseen Congress won m districts with Hindu 
majorities and the Moslem League won in Moslem areas 
To solve the problem of this tug-of-war, when Jmnah 
refused to budge from any position taken, was beyond tlic 
power of any element at hand in India Gandhi had failed 
and said so, he did not take the course so many Indians 
preferred blaming the Bntish Clement Attlee decided to 
send three members of his cabinet to India — the Cabinet 
Mission — ^with authonty to draw up a scheme for tlic 
transfer of power from Bntish to Indian hands The 
Cabinet Mission consisted of Cnpps, Pethick-Lawrencc, and 
A V Alexander, and they spent some two months in New' 
Delhi and elsew'here, talking to Indian leaders, before they 
pubhshed their decisions on May 16, 1946 

The Mission had studied the ground carefully and had 
taken full account of Jumah’s demand for a separate Moslem 
nation The report goes into that question in some 
detail, and points out that any Ime drawm for the partition 
of India would leave large minorities on each side, whereas 
hues drawn through the middle of provinces would violate 
local geography, economics, and traditions In consequence 
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instead of partition, the Ministers recommended a federal 
government v-ith majonties of both Moslems and Huidus 
requured for anything that concerned the rehgious communi- 
ties An interim government was to prepare the way for 
a constituent assembl> 

There was a period of imcertornty, in Gandhi’s mmd 
as in others, about these proposals Gandhi himself was 
always ready to trust Bntish intentions when they were 
clearly shoivn, but his instinct, apparent!}', was not clear 
about the present situation In some important conversations 
he had with Louis Fischer at just this tune he made it 
plain that he felt he had failed m his mam mission m 
India — ^that Indians had not understood non-violence and 
therefore he could not take up any kind of civil-disobedicnce 
campaign agam He thought the best thing for the 
Congress leaders to do would be to go into the constituent 
assembly and make the best of it His sadness about 
violence m India was shown many times m these talks, as 
m his written work of the penod 

Gandhi had been consulted at ever}' turn, of course 
not only by the Congress leaders, but by the Bntish as 
well He W'as never a delegate or a member of any 
committee but nothmg m India could be done without liis 
approval or at least consent He was at this time not even 
a member of the Congress — “not even a four-anna member, ’ 
he used to say, refernng to the annual dues paid by members 

The uncertamty lasted w’ell into 1946 Jmnah might 
have entered the provisional government but refused because 
he would allow no Moslem except one of his own to 
be m It, Congress, too, had Moslem candidates Finally 
the Viceroy asked Nehru to form the provisional government 
which came into being on September 2 1946 This 

great event, which caused Gandhi to refer to Nehru as 
“your uncrowned kmg and Prime Mimstcr,” was treated 
by Jmnah and the Moslem League as the signal for mourning 
and the display of black flags There had been terrible 
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Hmdu-Moslcm nots m Calcutta the, month before, with 
at least five thousand killed and over fifteen diousand 
wounded, these were followed by outbreaks m a dozen 
different places m the new nation 

One of Gandhi’s last great marches took place as a 
result of the mter-communal violence, which now, perhaps 
more than ever before, gneved him to tlic depths He 
chose East Bengal for a long walk through the villages 
He had been hving m a hut m tlic untouchables’ quarter 
in New' Delhi, where members of the new government could 
consult him more or less at will The outbreak of violence 
in East Bengal aroused him because it occurred m small 
villages, where, as a rule, Hindus and Moslems had alw'ays 
lived together without trouble He decided to w'alk tlirougn 
the Noakhali and Tippera districts, where tlie murders had 
occurred, and see what he could do He had not much 
hope, all this violence discouraged hun and made him feel 
that his voice no longer had any power, but it was an inner 
necessity for him to try, even against the washes of his old 
associates and the new government 

This journey across India was done in a special tram, 
as had become usual and mdeed necessary when the 
Mahatma travelled, for an ordmarv tram svas so delayed 
that It upset the entire schedule His special trams were 
made up of scrupulously clean third-class carriages 
Enormous crowds gathered at every station, and the progress 
of such a train was necessarily erratic but Gandhi got to 
Calcutta toward the end of October. New nois had broken 
out there just before, and were succeeded now by some 
ternble blood-lettmgs in the province of Bihar Bihar w'as 
Hmdu in the proportion of six to one, and the nationalist 
fanatics there proclaimed October 25 as “Noakhali Day” 
in revenge for the Moslem murders of Hindus in Noakhali 
The dead were said to be over ten thousand m Biliar, mostly 
Moslems thus each outrage brouglit forth a counlcr-oulragc 
and each one worse than the other 
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Gandhi at first thought of a fast as atonement for the 
Bihar massacre, but his onginal desire to go to East Bengal 
won out He left Calcutta for Noakhali on November 7 and 
stayed m the district until March 2, 1947, walking 
from village to village He wanted his immediate followers, 
women as well as men, to do the same, each living for a 
while m one village and attempting to quiet the angers and 
feam that had brou^t out violence These were verj' poor 
villages of the delta country where the Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra run together, and there were neither roads nor 
transport Gandhi himself stayed a lew days in each village, 
sometimes no more than two days, and then walked 
on to the next through country that had been cruelly hosble 
to Hindus, and with only three companions For a large 
part of the tune he walked barefoot Sometimes the villages 
were half m ruins, tliere had been much looting, a good 
many fnghtened Hmdus had gone away The Mahatma 
kept on ]ust the same, and the Mohammedans gathered by 
the thousand to listen to him He preached his old message 
of brotherhood, purity of heart, forgiveness for iniunes 
Before Ins pilgrimage was over, a very great improvement: 
had taken place m the relations of Moslems and Hindus in 
the Noakhali and Tippera distncts He now departed to 
Bihar to carry the same message “Everythmg I have to 
say IS as old as the hills,” he was wont to declare In 
Bihar the Hmdus were the wrongdoers and it was generally 
his way to be a httle more severe with Hindus, his own 
people, than he ever was with Moslems “I would forfeit 
my claim to being a Hindu,” he said, ‘‘if I bolstered the 
wrongdoing of fellow-Hindus or of any other human being ” 
But while he was on this long journey of compassion, 
watched by all of India and a good part of the world, political 
affairs had reached a decisive phase The Labour 
government was bent upon an immediate transfer of power 
m India, and for the first time named a date “not later 
than June 1948 ” In fact it took place on August 15, 1947 
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For the final negotiation and the actual transfer of 
power Mr Attlee made an extremely auspicious choice as 
the last Viceroy Admiral Lord Mountbatten, a man with 
the skill, charm, and mteUigence required for the unparalleled 
task He amved m Delhi on March 22, 1947, and 
immediately mvited Gandhi and Jinnah to come to tlic 
palace Independence had, m fact, come all that remamed 
to be done was to fix its terms It proved difficult 
indeed, and was accompamed and followed by dreadful 
disasters, but the thing itself was achieved at last As 
Gandhi left Bihar for Delhi on what was to be the last of 
all his journeys, he must have thought that this was the 
end of a very long road, and m spite of all his sorrow, he 
must have had some pang of joy in the birth of freedom 



CHAPTER SEVEN 
SACRIFICE AND FULFILMENT 

The Mahatma’s ordeal reached its most acute manifesta- 
tions during the six or eight months before his assassination, 
mainly by the partition of India and the wave of human 
misery and physical misfortune that followed 

Gandhi got on well with Mountbatten, as did all Indian 
leaders It was not Mountbatten’s fault that the fundamental 
condition of Indian independence now seemed to be 
partition Jinnah would accept nothing else, and Jmnah 
held one hundred million Moslems m the hollow of his 
hand Mountbatten told him that he could have partition, 
but not at the price of taking vast numbers of Hmdus and 
Sikhs mto Pakistan against their wiU a hne of partition 
would have to be drawn that would cut n^t throu^ the 
Punjab and right throng Bengal, two provinces he had 
claimed m their entirety Nehru, Rajaji, and the rest of 
the Congress leaders would accept this as the pnce of 
independence Gandhi conceded their right to do so, as 
he conceded the existing fact of partition, but it neter 
received his approval — ^never more than his passive 
acceptance This (the acceptance) occurred at the prayer 
meeting m Delhi on June 4, 1947, and settled the fate of 
the British Empire 

But all through that awful summer and winter the 
Mahatma was in storm and travail There were nots, 
murders and bloodshed more or less everywhere His 
influence had always been very strong with Moslems his 
rehgious prestige with Hmdus irresistible He felt that 
nobody listened to hun any more, that his hfe had been 
wasted m an endeavour which came to no end, resulted in 
no achievement He wore himself out m a strug^e to 
make the people understand that they must love and under- 
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stand one another, forgive the past, and build a future 
Wherever he himself went, the message seemed to be 
understood, because of the magical power of his ov\ti gentle, 
pleading person, but he would then receive telegraphed 
dispatches from other parts of tlie country saying that his 
pleas for peace had been disregarded The Moslems were 
kdhng the Hindus and the Hindus were killing die Moslems 
wherever the balance of numbers made such massacres 
possible It has been estimated that several millions (a'l 
many as seven or eight) lost their lives m this unprecedented 
mass murder, and somethmg like fifteen milhon people 
were uprooted from their accustomed homes and hurled 
from Pakistan to India or from India to Pakistan, seeking 
safety 

No greater suffermg for Mahatma Gandlii could have 
been mvented or devised This is what he had given his We 
to prevent He took his weary way again to Calcutta 
where mass violence had been prevalent, and there drove 
or walked through the streets, talking to the people He 
got there six days before the transfer of power from Bntish 
to Indian hands All his time he spent m an endeavour to 
make Hmdus and Moslems fnendly to one another On 
the actual day of India’s liberation, August 15, he passed 
his whole time m sdence, fastmg, and praj'er The effect 
of his own presence was very great, and tliere is small doubt 
that it restored peace to Calcutta, which had been devastated 
by riots for a whole year But it was stiff not complete 
the Mahatma fasted This time it was a “fast unto dealli” 
or until Calcutta had returned to samty Witlim seventy- 
three hours Calcutta had returned to sanity And it 
remamed sane dunng all the horrors of the next month 
or two m other parts of India, peace remamed m Calcutta 
All the leaders of both sides had prormsed the Mahatma to 
maintain the peace, and they kept their word 

He left Calcutta on September 7 for Delhi, intending to 
go to the Punjab, where the most serious violence of all 
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had broken out He was implored to stay in Delhi for the 
moment, at the government’s wish 

He remamed m Delhi, which was tom by evil-doing of 
the most barbarous character Between Delhi and the 
Punjab he would spend his last efforts, sadly and wearily 
and with death m his heart, but with the most unflagging 
energy 

One of the greatest catastrophes m modem history, 
perhaps m all history, was takmg place At one time 
Gandhi said, m his evenmg prayer meetmg “It makes my 
bram reel to think how this can be Such a happemng is 
unparalleled m the history of the world, and it makes me, 
as It should make you, hang my head m shame ” 

In Delhi itself, the capital of the new nation, murder 
was nfe No street was safe I arrived there on the heels 
of the worst bloodshed and heard endless tales of it The 
Moslems had almost completely been driven out or murdered 
by the tune I got there The Mahatma was ceaselessly 
active, and wherever he went there was peace, but he could 
not be everywhere at once Hindus and Sikhs were being 
murdered in Pakistan at the same time and on the same 
scale The Punjab was perhaps the worst of all, and there 
the Mahatma wished to end his Indian pilgrimage, as he 
had in one sense (at Amntsar) begun it 

It was not so to be He began his last fast on lanuary 
13, 1948, for peace in Delhi itself He felt that he could 
not go elsewhere so long as the capital was not safe for all 
citizens “If Delhi goes, India goes, and with that the last 
hope of world peace,” he said He would fast unto death 
or until Delhi was at peace 

Those days were strange and solemn The streets that 
had mn with blood were filled with pemtents of all ages, 
reh^ons, and conditions, praymg for the life of the Mahatma 
Never shall I forget them I spent much of my tune 
readmg Sophocles and talkmg to some of the Indian leaders 
The fear of his death was prevalent everywhere, among 
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foreigners as much as among Indians In a sense, the whole 
country held its breath, and I have heard that essentially the 
same thmg happened m Pakistan at the same moment 
The last fast ended with a pledge from all the principal 
leaders of Hmduism m Delhi and m India to keep the 
peace with then: Moslem brethren The Mahatma accepted 
a glass of orange juice from his old Moslem fnend, the 
Maulana Sahib (January 18, 1948) 

For twelve days Gandhi recuperated from his fast He 
was earned to his evenmg prayer-meetmg in a small, 
improvised wooden chair for the first few days, but there- 
after walked m his sandals down the garden, leamng on “the 
girls” (his granddau^ters or a granddaughter-m-law) 
Thus he walked on Fnday, January 30, shortly after five 
in the afternoon I was standing there waiting for him to 
come and noted by my watch that it was 5 12 when he 
appeared This was unusually late, for he was due at five, 
and the official version says that he appeared at five past 
five He mounted the few steps that led to the small terrace 
at the end of the garden, which he had appropnated as 
prayer-ground Nathuram Vmayak Godse, a young ultra- 
nationahst Hmdu, bowed before him, receivmg his blessmg, 
and then shot him dead 


2 

The assassination of Gandhi was designed by its 
perpetrator to remove an obstacle to war It was thought 
by Godse and his fellow conspirators that only Gandhi was 
preventmg war between India and Pakistan, a war which, 
they considered, India would mevitably wm, thus reumtmg 
the country by force 

What the assassm achieved was peace, not war The 
revulsion agamst war which swept over the entire sub- 
continent was tremendous, and it was certainly smeere It 
was just as true in Pakistan as m India In after weeks 
I was on the Northwest Frontier itself, where the 
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semi-barbarous Pathans have no regard for peace In certain 
villages I was asked to descnbe how Gandhi died, and I 
saw tears m some very tou^ eyes The whole of India 
and the whole of Pakistan mourned the apostle of peace, 
and in so doing they brought about a psychological condition 
in which war became totally impossible 

This may have preserved the peace of the world for tlie 
duration of the present situation Atomic energy already 
had rendered war a horror to all mfoimed men of any 
imagmation, but it had not yet been sufficiently understood 
throu^out the world It needed another two years, and 
perhaps three, to dehver its dreadful message If Pakistan 
and India had gone to war m 1948, as they very obviously 
threatened to do, they might have diagged the whole world 
into it before it had gone very far — and mdeed it is likely 
that this would have been the result The Mahatma’s 
sacrifice was therefore a fulfilment He restored peace to 
“DeUii, India and the world,” as he had prayed His death 
fulfilled his hfe, m the manner that has been the central 
characteristic of rehgious drama smce the beginning of 
history No less than Jesus of Nazareth,' he died for all 
mankmd There could have been no better end for a Me 
that was all devotion, all sacrifice, all abnegation and love 
The man had no equal in our time, this one who treated 
all men as equals Of all that we have known, he was 
the wnsest and the best — as was said of Socrates in days of 
old 
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